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Tough Group That We Have been Drawn, But Zimbabwe Will Win This One

As a country, we need some-
thing to lift us up. This tour-
nament provides a perfect 
opportunity
 

By Terrence Mwedzi

All across the globe, soccer is 
massively popular. In fact, it is 
the most popular sport world-
wide, and almost half the
population of the globe can 
be considered soccer fans. 
Life is incomplete without 
soccer.

l am feeling happy and com-
fortable that the 2021 edition 
of the Cosafa Cup football 
tournament will take place 
from 7th to the 18th of July 
in Port Elizabeth (now Gqe-
berha), Eastern Cape. I live 
in this neighbourhood, and I 
will have a front page seat on 
the coverage of the football 
festivity.

The tournament will be dif-
ferent this time because of the 
deadly plague(Covid-19) that 
is wreaking havoc globally. 
Surely, Covid-19 has changed 
our way of doing things in the 
football fraternities.

 The Cosafa fixtures are very 
tricky:

Because South Africa, Zambia 
and Senegal are at the head of 
the three pools.

Senegal, Zimbabwe, Mozam-
bique, and Namibia make up 
Group C.

Group B will see Zambia, 
Malawi, Madagascar, and the 

Comoros battle it out.

Hosts, South Africa, will clash 
with Lesotho, Eswatini, and 
Botswana for a place in the 
play-offs.
 In contrast, it is very tricky 
because our team had been 
drawn in the same group with 
West African football giants 
Senegal. Senegal are a strong 
team – that’s a fact.

I am not sure if we are going 
to beat them next month – 
but on the other hand, our 
team should take the COSA-
FA tournament seriously. And 
l urge our current Warriors 
coach Logarusic to use a 
chance to make the strong 
team selection because it 
seems there are no meaning-
ful plans of preparations of 
friendly games yet.

The World Cup qualifiers and 
the Africa Cup of Nations are 
big events that are ahead of 
us and now is the time to set 
up our strong team to avoid 
unnecessary setbacks

Hopefully, Loga will field 
foreign-based players next 
month, as soccer pundits, we 
need to check their perfor-

mance in the field of play. But 
we also need to test the per-
formance of our local-based 
players. The team should be 
balanced because we have a 
quite number of good players: 
that’s what l think.

But my latest worry is about 
our local players’ fitness. 
When the COSAFA tourna-
ment begins the fitness issues 
will come into play. And we 
are likely to witness more 
injuries because of the sus-
pension of the Chibuku Super 
Cup tournament. At the mo-
ment, we should not always 
make Loga’s job hard.

Our main problem is that we 
don’t want to prioritise soccer 
in Zimbabwe. I have said so 
because the situation on the 
ground speaks of itself.

The suspension of football 
in Zimbabwe will cost us in 
the long run. It is my sincere 
hope that something worth-
while will be done anytime 
soon. We need to make per-
manent decisions.

Let us allow football matches 
to continue.

Surely there is no scientific 
reason the Chibuku Super 
Cup should be banned when 
the health and safety pro-
tocols are followed. All the 
games were played in the 
empty stadiums and, the 
main reason is still hidden.

The Ministry of Health 
should look into this serious 
matter with both eyes. We 
should not look at such mat-
ters through a keyhole. Let us 
open our eyes and lets open 
the door before we kill our 
own football. We have talent-
ed players in Zimbabwe.

It is the mere truth that many 
countries with a big number 
of Covid 19 cases allowed 
football to resume sometime 
yesteryear. But in Zimbabwe, 
we still stuck. We can’t com-
pare Zimbabwe with other 
countries because ‘Zimbabwe 
is Zimbabwe’ but sometimes 
we should check if we are 
moving forward or backward 
in terms of football.

Let’s allow our coach Loga 
to do his job properly and 
without unnecessary pressure, 
and at the end of the day will 
not blame him for any rea-

son. This is football. At this 
stage, we should subtract our 
problems, not add them. This 
will cause football fans and 
local players to lose the strong 
confidence they have.

Anyway, l would like to thank 
the Eastern Cape government 
for providing full and noble 
support to the 2021 COSA-
FA Cup that has allowed the 
competition to go ahead nice-
ly. Their genuine commitment 
should not go unnoticed.

I wish my national team – 
the Warriors – very well in 
the COSAFA tournament. 
We should lift the cup. We 
need something to lift us as a 
nation.

Let us all pull in one direc-
tion. We will sail through.

GO WARRIORS GO!!!

Terrence Mwedzi is a writer, 
poet and football pundit. He 
writes to the Digital Sunday 
Express in personal capac-
ity and can be contacted 
on;+27611370088. Email: 
moontafadzwa@gmail.com. 
Read full analysis on www.
zimbabwedigitalnews.com
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Preparing Bankable Infrastructure Projects for Zimbabwe, And Doing So With A Vision

The sponsor would, therefore, 
need to commission a market 
study of projected demand 
over the expected life of the 
project
 

By Michael Tichareva

As the Zimbabwean economy 
recovers under the 5-year 
National Development Plan 1 
following a largely successful 
but painful implementation 
of the Transitional Stabilisa-
tion Programme, the country 
needs to be ready for major 
infrastructure development in 
the years to come.

This requires the country to 
develop the relevant skills 
among its people for infra-
structure development and 
financing.

Over many years of experi-
ence on project financing, we 
have witnessed poor project 
preparation as one of the 
main reasons for slow in-
frastructure rollout in many 
countries.

Project sponsors need to 
assemble a competent and 
experienced team to prepare a 
bankable project.

It can easily take several years 
to prepare a bankable pro-
ject, and it can cost anywhere 
between 5% and 10% of total 
project costs.
 
Feasibility studies

A bankable project must have 
a solid technical and financial 
feasibility study prepared by 
a multi-disciplinary team of 

engineers, finance experts, 
quantity surveyors, project 
managers, legal advisors, 
lawyers and environmental 
specialists depending on the 
nature and complexity of the 
project.

A project feasibility study 
considers the appropriateness 
of the project design relative 
to the needs to be serviced, 
including social, environmen-
tal and legal issues.

Issues such as site selection, 
capacity to implement, phas-
ing of the project, availability 
of major inputs, project cost, 
price of the final products to 
users and market existence 
must be analysed to assess 
commercial viability based on 
current and projected market 
conditions.

Additional factors include 
the potential for unanticipat-
ed delays and the project’s 
operating characteristics such 
as useful life, reliability, effi-
ciency, required maintenance, 
and vulnerability of project 
technology to innovation.

A good feasibility study 
should focus on both the 
“hard” construction costs 
and an initial estimate of the 
project financing and devel-
opment costs.

Estimating financing and de-
velopment costs is a difficult 
call in the early stages as the 
interaction between costs and 
revenues will not have been 
fully tested yet. However, with 
experience, a good estimate 
can be made.
 
Market, revenue and costs 
analysis

Analysis of supply and de-
mand, hence the revenue and 
costs, under various market 
conditions is an important 
step in project preparation.

Assuming that a project is 
completed on schedule and 
within budget, its economic 
and financial viability will 
depend primarily on the 
marketability of the project’s 
output.

Off-take agreements with 
strong counterparties are im-
portant to guarantee revenue. 
In the absence of an off-take 
agreement, the products 
would be sold directly to the 
market on an on-going basis 
at unknown future prices.

The sponsor would, therefore, 
need to commission a market 
study of projected demand 
over the expected life of the 
project.

Such a market study must 
confirm that, under a reason-
able set of economic assump-
tions, demand will be suffi-
cient to absorb the planned 
output of the project at a price 
sufficient to recover the full 
cost of production, enable the 
project to service debt, and 
provide an acceptable return 
to equity investors.

A market study should 
generally include a review of 
competing products and their 
relative cost of production, an 
analysis of the expected life 
cycle for the project output, 
and an assessment of the 
potential impact of techno-
logical obsolescence.

It is also extremely important 
to assess the impact of poten-
tial regulatory decisions on 
production levels and prices, 
and ultimately the profitabili-
ty of the project.

For very large projects, it 
may be important to obtain 
certain guarantees from the 
government for a minimum 
period to ensure the impact 
of any regulatory decisions 
during the life of a project is 
not adverse.

Such guarantees assist in 
managing regulatory and 
political risks.

Projects that have a single 
product whose price may 
vary widely, such as most 
commodity-based projects, 
are particularly vulnerable to 
changes in demand and may 
need to hedge against product 
price risk.

Off-take agreements from 
strong counterparties and 
certain guarantees become 
particularly important for 
hedging.
 
There are also risks on the 
raw material supply side. Pro-
jects whose success or failure 
relies heavily on the price of 
one raw material may also 
require an input supply agree-
ment on guaranteed prices.

Financial modelling

Financial modeling is an-
other particularly important 
aspect of project preparation, 
especially when engaging in-
vestors. A financial model re-
flects, in dollars and cents, the 
provisions made and reached 
in project agreements.

This must include reasonably 
accurate assumptions with 
regard to revenue and costs.

Metrics such as the internal 
rate of return, the net present 
value, pay-back period, debt 
coverage ratios and their ac-
ceptability must be analysed.

The financial model often 
considers, through sensitivity 
analyses, the impact of con-
struction delays, cost over-
runs, adverse regulation, the 
inefficiency of the project rel-
ative to existing and projected 
competition, interest rate 
fluctuations, unavailability 
of major project inputs, and 
major unanticipated infla-
tion and volatility in foreign 
exchange rates.

 
Michael Tichareva is the 
Managing Director of Nation-
al Standard Finance Africa. 
He can be reached on mticha-
reva@natstandard.co.za
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Five things that you need to know 
(now) about Cabo Delgado, and the 

Mozambique humanitarian crisis
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In April MSF’s Amanda 
Bergman and Tadeu Andre 
travelled to Cabo Delgado 
province to document the 
unfolding humanitarian situ-
ation. Here is their story 
 
By Doctors Without Borders 
 
Here are five things you need 
to know about how this con-
flict is affecting the people in 
northern Mozambique: 
 
1. Hundreds of thousands of 
people have been displaced 
 
2. People flee with nothing 
and are in need of everything 
 
3. Huge psychological trauma 
 
4. An already fragile health 
system has been further im-
pacted 
 
5. The needs outweigh the 
current humanitarian re-
sponse on the ground 
 
Mozambique is home to 
incredible natural beauty. 
As you travel from Pemba, 
capital of the northern prov-
ince of Cabo Delgado, to 
Montepuez, its second-largest 
city, you see countless baobab 
trees and the most beautiful 
birds, such as Zanzibar red 
bishops and Bertram’s weav-
ers, flying across the land-
scape. 
 
You also see many people 
walking alongside the road, 
carrying small colourful bun-
dles containing their belong-
ings. Many of them ask for 
lifts, money or food, telling 
you they are hungry because 
they haven’t eaten in days. 
 
 
In addition to being the 
poorest province in one of 
the poorest countries in the 
world, Cabo Delgado has 
been ravaged by conflict since 
2017. 
 
Hundreds of thousands of 
people have been displaced 
and are in dire need of hu-
manitarian assistance. MSF 
has been working in Cabo 
Delgado since 2019 and, as 
members of MSF’s commu-

nications department, part of 
our job is to document MSF’s 
activities in the country. 
 
On our way to Montepuez, we 
saw a new resettlement camp 
was being set up. We stopped 
the car and, within minutes, 
a woman approached us. She 
said: “You need to help us, 
we are hungry.” She and her 
son had been sat at the side 
of the road, their belongings 
piled up next to them, hoping 
for transport to take them to 
Pemba. 
 
They had fled their village 
because of the violence and 
were in search of a place to 
settle, somewhere they could 
start over again. 

Like thousands of others, they 
were in search of safety but 
unsure of where they would 
find it or how long that safety 
would last. 
 
In Montepuez, MSF teams are 
providing mental health sup-
port and health promotion 
activities for the displaced 
people and the communities 
that host them. Our commu-
nity health workers go from 

door to door to explain who 
MSF is, what we are doing 
and the type of care they can 
get. 
 
The teams talk through the 
signs and symptoms of condi-
tions such as post-traumatic 
stress disorder and other 
common mental health prob-
lems. Mental health is some-
thing that isn’t often discussed 
in these communities. 
 
Many of the people our teams 
speak to ask for headache 
tablets and medications for 
other ailments, not realising 
that they are experiencing 
the physical manifestations 
of the trauma they have been 
through. 
 
 
We knew from our field 
teams that in many villages 
there were multigenerational 
families of up to 30 people 
living together under one roof 
after displaced families came 
looking for their relatives and 
a place to stay. 
 
Overcrowding and a lack of 
food, clean water, sanitation 
and health services are a 

recipe for disaster and dis-
ease outbreaks, therefore it is 
important for MSF to reach 
these families. 
 
As we made our way through 
the green pastures outside 
the city, we came across two 
groups of children having 
classes under the shade of 
mushroom-shaped trees that 
provided them with some 
much-needed relief from the 
heat of the sun. 
 
When the first group saw 
us, they waved and giggled, 
probably unused to seeing 
foreigners walking through 
their community. However, 
the reaction of the second 
group of children was a bit 
different. 
 
They ran away, scattering into 
the bush and hiding behind 
trees. We didn’t think any-
thing of it until their teacher 
approached us and explained 
this was a class of mainly 
displaced children and, when 
they saw Tadeu with a camera 
in hand, they thought it was 
a gun. 
 
We were shocked: to see 

children react to a camera 
– something that normally 
sparks curiosity and play-
fulness – as though it were 
a tool of destruction shows 
the effects of conflict on a 
person’s mind. We apologised 
for disrupting the class and 
immediately put away the 
camera. 
 
It’s heartbreaking to witness 
the psychological effects this 
conflict has on people. Mental 
health support is a priority for 
MSF and our teams conduct 
daily activities with women, 
men and children affected by 
the violence. 
 
Most have lived through 
unimaginable and painful sit-
uations and are now trying to 
move on with their lives, but 
the scars of emotional trauma 
are not so easily healed. 
 
Those who can’t easily voice 
their sorrows show them in 
other ways. One of the activi-
ties MSF does with children is 
to give them building blocks 
to help them to express them-
selves. 
 
Very often, with these blocks 
they build guns. 
 
 
With no end in sight, the 
conflict will continue to 
displace and traumatise those 
who experience the violence 
firsthand. For those who 
have escaped, the journey of 
rebuilding their lives has just 
begun and it is one filled with 
uncertainty. Will this new 
life be a permanent home? A 
temporary shelter? 
 
No one can be sure. Our 
colleagues will continue to 
provide support to as many 
people as they can, and we 
look forward to the day when 
children no longer confuse 
cameras with guns. 
 
Amanda Bergman is MSF 
field communications manag-
er in Mozambique and Tadeu 
Andre is MSF digital multi-
media producer for Southern 
Africa. 
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By Voice Of America
 
 
Astronauts Nie Haisheng, 
Liu Boming and Tang Hong-
bo wave during a departure 
ceremony before boarding 
the Shenzhou-12 spacecraft 
before lift off on a Long 
March-2F carrier rocket at 
the Jiuquan Satellite Launch 
Center in the Gobi desert in 
northwest China, this week.  
 
A Long March-2F carrier 
rocket, cawrrying the Shen-
zhou-12 spacecraft and the 
crew of three astronauts, lifts 
off from the Jiuquan satellite 
launch centre in the Gobi 
desert in north-west China. 

The first manned crew of 
China’s new permanent space 
station docked with the out-
post Thursday evening. 

The Shenzhou-12 spacecraft 
carrying veteran space trav-
elers Nie Haisheng and Liu 

Boming and rookie Tang 
Hongbo rendezvoused with 
the Tianhe module six hours 
after blasting off from the Ji-
uquan Satellite Launch Center 
in northwestern China. 

The trio will spend the next 
three months aboard the 
module, whose name trans-
lates to “Heavenly Harmony,” 
outfitting it with equipment 
and testing its various com-
ponents. 

This mission is China’s first 
manned space flight in five 
years, and the third of 11 
needed to add more elements 
to the space station before 
it becomes fully operational 
next year. The new station is 
expected to remain opera-
tional for 10 years. 

The station could outlast the 
U.S.-led International Space 
Station, which may be de-

commissioned after its fund-
ing expires in 2024. 

China has never sent astro-
nauts to the ISS due to a U.S. 
law that effectively bars the 
space agency NASA from 
collaborating with China. 

China is aggressively building 
up its space program as an 
example of its rising global 
stature and technological 
might. 

It became the third country 
to send a human into space 
in 2003, behind the United 
States and Russia, and has 
already operated two tem-
porary experimental space 
stations with manned crews. 

Just this year, it sent an 
unmanned probe into orbit 
around Mars, while another 
probe brought back the first 
samples from the moon in 
more than 40 years. 

One small step for three astronauts, one giant step for China
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Mental Health: Dealing with trauma, 
and the resultant health matters

Smacking a child can be 
quite traumatic and can have 
a bearing on the rest of that 
child’s life, yet most families 
normalise this

By Mertha Mo Nyamande

Trauma is one of the core 
issues in all mental health 
issues; be it physical trauma 
where blood, guts are spilled 
and tissues bones are dam-
aged, or psychological where 
our beliefs are shaken, ques-
tioned or threatened. The 
complexity is when the organ 
that is both physical and 
mental is damaged, thereby 
affecting the cognitive pro-
cesses.

 Mild Traumatic Brain Injury 
(MTBI) is the most common 
injury found in Road Traffic 
Collisions, Abused Children, 
Domestic Violence or Gender 
Based Violence and other vi-
olent incidents where trauma 
to the head in particular is 
sustained. 

We may not necessarily see 
the injury to the brain, but the 
injury to the skull or a con-
cussion is a strong indicator 
to trigger further neurolog-
ical assessments. The scar to 
the organ is never really seen 
until or unless post-mortem 
or autopsies are performed 
after death. 

This is how we have learnt 
of Dementias, particularly 
the Alzheimer’s type, and 
the aneurysms, seizures and 
strokes that cause other types 
of invisible brain injuries. All 
these are brain traumas. 

Trauma is not always under-
stood and as such can be nor-
malised, for example violence 
is traumatic, whether there 
is blood or not. Smacking a 
child can be quite traumatic 
and can have a bearing on 

the rest of that child’s life, yet 
most families normalise this. 

That leaves the recipient 
with the guilt that they have 
done something wrong and 
therefore deserved whatever 
punishment. Most people 
who present with trauma, 
their most common features 
are guilt, shame, and some 
over-inflated sense of respon-
sibility. Our relationships 
can be the biggest source 
of trauma where our held 
beliefs are threatened, causing 
disharmony in the home, and 
changes of personalities. 

Trauma as an event is quite 
prevalent, from the core of 
our very being; the excruciat-
ing pain of childbirth is also 
linked and associated and 
known to be a major contrib-
uting factor in post-natal and 
post partum depressions. 

While mothers may expe-
rience pain and trauma of 
childbirth; losing all that 
blood and fear as many others 
have died during this pro-
cess, babies also experience 
near-death-experience due to 
suffocation on their journey 
through the birth canal, and 
yet again a cause of a lot of 
infant deaths. Imagine the 
burden of how a child will 

feel knowing that it was their 
birth that caused their mother 
to die, or a mother who deliv-
ers a still birth. 

They may think that only if 
they had done such or avoid-
ed such, this could have been 
avoided. All these shared 
conscious and unconscious 
processes are also linked to 
anxieties in children and 
much later into adulthood. 
So all these issues are where 
trauma really starts for most 
of us.

The further traumas that we 
then endure later on in life ie 
rape, terrorism, or other mor-
al violations will only become 
validations of the original 
guilt and shame that the indi-
vidual already holds. 37% of 
military personnel experience 
PTSD, approximately 4 out 
of every 10, suggesting that 6 
out of 10 are not affected by 
the same event. In the cog-
nitive behaviour (CBT), the 
credence is that “it is never 
the event that causes any 
difficulties, but the thoughts 
and beliefs that we hold about 
the event”. 

So those that end up devel-
oping the likes of PTSD or 
Adjustment Disorders would 
have had problematic think-

ing that they brought to the 
event. The event only vali-
dates and triggers them back 
to their flawed beliefs.

Covid-19 has also come 
along, adding to a whole list 
of other traumas from HIV/
AIDS, wars, Tsunamis, fam-
ine, violent oppressions, with 
an added and inflated sense 
of uncertainty and more fear, 
causing trauma from witness-
ing loved ones expire without 
being able to care for them as 
we would have ordinarily, fur-
ther complicating an already 
complex situation with the 
concept of Complex Grief. 

There are many other cloud-
ing complications and con-
spiracies around this pan-
demic, drastically changing 
everything that has been 
normal for humankind that 
has never been good with 
change. 

Symptoms that suggest that 
there is trauma are: sudden 
change of personality of the 
individual, often reported by 
those that know them; Avoid-
ance of situations, people or 
places that they used to enjoy; 
Poor sleep that is associated 
with trying to avoid night-
mares with a remarkably close 
link to the traumatic event; 

hypervigilance or hypersensi-
tivity to any slight unexpected 
moves. 

In trauma triage assess-
ments, the PTSD Check-
lists (PCL-Civilian or the 
PCL-Military or the latest 
PCL-5), particularly focus 
more on severity on the 3 
main areas of assessment: 
Re-experiencing, avoidance 
or numbing and hyperarous-
al, these are also common 
symptoms in most anxiety 
and panic disorders, as such 
are most traumas classified. 

Treatment for trauma is not 
as daunting as often believed 
of most mental illnesses, it 
involves medications to alle-
viate the heightened respons-
es and help the individual to 
relax, but most importantly, 
psychotherapy or talking 
about trauma with experts 
is very different to talking to 
family or friends, it does not 
take the problem away, but it 
helps to safely make sense of 
the experience and allows to 
process the learning and file it 
away as a resource, than keep 
it as a source of pain. 

If we do not resolve or repair 
any issues that are broken and 
damaged with/in us, we are 
only passing that burden on 
to those that come after us to 
deal with. 

As we are all affected by 
trauma which contributes to 
our mental health issues and 
disorders; is it best to normal-
ise our pain and anxieties or 
can we better understand the 
psychopathology and what 
we can do to address these 
issues? This fight is not only 
for the others, but for all of 
us, for it will be the child of 
that traumatised man that 
your daughter falls in love 
with. Reach out, effective help 
is available.

 By Psychotherapist Mertha 
Mo Nyamande @ www.i-well-
being.weebly.com. Insightwell-
being.mo@gmail.com

Mental Health Series with Mertha Mo Nyamande
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By Kenneth Chikanga 
 
So this week I battled to 
understand the meaning of 
the date -June 17 2021 - date 
of death of former Zambian 
President Kenneth Kaunda 
- and only a few answers are 
coming through. 

I share a name and identity 
with him and many times 
people will ask me who I am - 
and when I say Kenneth - the 
name Kenneth Kaunda is, 
was, and will always be close 
to many conversations that I 
have with you.

There are many people who 
I know who are called Ken-
neth - some of them very 
important people - but none 
of them is, was, or will ever 
be bigger or greater than this 
Kenneth - Kenneth Kaunda.

Since yesterday I watched TV 
and followed as the news of 
his death was confirmed and 
I reached out through my 
history books and checked for 
some dates.

Kenneth was a living legend 
and the years of his life were 
and will always be milestones 
in conversations of Zambia 
and the nations around Zam-
bia. 

Date April 28 -1924 - he is 
born at the Lubwa Mission - 
then Northern Rhodesia. The 
youngest of eight children of 
a Presbyterian minister.

Year 1951 he was working 
for the Northern Rhodesia 
African National Congress, 
1953 elected secretary-gen-
eral of the party, and 1958 he 
founded the breakaway UNIP 
for which he was imprisoned 
but later led to winning the 
elections and independence - 
October 24 1964. 

The British granted Inde-
pendence and Kenneth 
installed a state-dominated 
economy and single-party 
rule in Zambia.

In 1991, following years 
of pressure to open up the 
democratic political space of 
Zambia, Kenneth was de-

posed from power after intro-
ducing multi-party elections 
and lost to Frederick Chiluba 
from the MMD. 

In 1997 he was jailed in con-
nection with an alleged coup 
plot against Chiluba, but it 
was later found to be untrue. 

And in 1999 following a 
ruling on an MMD petition, a 
judge stripped Kenneth of his 
Zambian citizenship because 
his parents originally came 
from Malawi. The case was 

withdrawn the following year 
and he regained his Zambian 
citizenship.

In the year 2000, and aged 
75, Kenneth handed over 
the UNIP leadership and in 
2002 he started a two-year 
fellowship as African presi-
dent-in-residence at Boston 
University in the United 
States.

So Kenneth had been unwell 
since 2015 and was in and out 
of hospital battling illness. 

And since yesterday - June 
17 2021 - it was confirmed 
that Kenneth had died at the 
age of 97 after admission to a 
military hospital in Lusaka.

This was a giant of the liber-
ation of Africa and to even 
start mentioning his political 
power relationships with 
the likes of Julius Nyerere, 
Samora Machel, Robert 
Mugabe, Nelson Mandela, 
Oliver Tambo, Sam Nujoma, 
the liberation movements 
and dynamics of the entire 

Rest in Peace Kenneth Kaunda. 
It is a great honour to 

share a name with you
African continent would be to 
ask for more dates and more 
sorrow.

This is one of the few times 
where I can stand up and pay 
tribute to the name of Ken-
neth Kaunda and say that I 
not only shared a name with 
him, but also shared the re-
spect that he deserves for his 
role in the emancipation of 
the black people.

The loss of (Kenneth) Kau-
nda is a sad loss for Zambia, 
for his family and all of Africa 
and at 97 it is a good life that 
he has lived - and a life worth 
celebrating. 

So June 17 2021- and all of 
the 21 days of mourning - 
are dates that we mourn and 
remember the name of a man 
that I shared a name with, 
and for whom I wish that his 
soul rests in peace. 
 
Kenneth Chikanga is Editor 
of the Digital Sunday Express. 
See News Differently.
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Just as you need a personal 
lawyer, doctor or financial 
advisor, by the same token 
we can have our own agron-
omist or livestock expert
 

By Onward Marumura

When I finally save enough 
money and when I’m 55 years 
old, I’ll finally retire and then 
I will be happy.

Now, this is something that 
many people out there con-
stantly think about, dream 
about, wish for and aim to 
achieve. That is what I also 
wish for – a retirement where 
life will be good.

Then the question would be, 
what happens to the first 2/3 
of our life, that could be half 
of our life. I believe that retir-
ing happy, that’s a myth.

That is an old-school thing 
that I tried to do.

I thought to myself that the 
dream is to retire young and 
sip on coconuts with little 
plastic straws hats by the 
beach.

And I actually tried doing 
that. 
Many years ago I thought to 
myself, you know what I’m 
going to sell off a couple of 
my assets, invest in real estate 
and from the rental of my 
properties I’m just going to 

retire by the beach.

And after six days I got bored 
and asked myself, is this really 
what life is all about?

And then I realised that it’s 
not about retiring because it’s 
about what is it that we want 
to do for the rest of our lives 
that will actually empower us, 
that will motivate us, to have 
us have this feeling of contri-
bution to others?

So at the end of the day, rath-
er than thinking about re-
tirement, and retiring happy, 
think about what is it that you 
can do right now that makes 
you happy?

What is it that you can do on 
a daily basis that will make 
you fulfilled, that will serve 
you so that you’re constantly 
contributing not just to others 
but also to your own personal 
growth?

Because at the end of the day, 
it’s not about being happy in 
the future but doing some-
thing that you love right now.

Why is it that people would 
like to retire and start 
farming

So what is it that you love 
and enjoy about farming 
that you can do for a life-
time? 

Would you love to be fully 
into chickens and in par-
ticular if so consider invest-
ing in knowledge now.

If you can start a winning 
farming plan you be able to 
retire young and built your 
farming business at a young 
age.

Farming is a full-time busi-
ness like any other busi-
nesses, it should be started 
now and built it until it 

Success by itself is not a secret. All You Need Is a System that Works for You

reaches its full capacity.

Remember those who plan 
they eventually get there.

To get started in the farming 
business you need a proper 
agribusiness expert who will 
work with you from day 1 until 
the goal is reached.

This is simple if we can afford 
to have a personal lawyer, doc-
tor or financial advisor, by the 
same token we can have our 

own agronomist or livestock 
expert.  Every decision should 
be informed and this is only 
possible under the guidance of 
experienced personnel.

Till next week. Cheers.

Onward Marumura is the 
Chief Agribusiness Consultant 
at Afrostain Farmtech. He is 
a youthful agricultural mas-
termind, and writes for The 
Sunday Express in his personal 
capacity.



The little figure – bent 
towards the murky water – 
turned out to be a little girl, 
sitting, one leg unshod, face 
buried in the palms of her 
hands

By Nhamo Muchagumisa

Sergeant Danga had never 
allowed a shadow of doubt to 
cross his path whenever he 
was on a difficult assignment. 
He had dealt with mysteries 
that had boggled great minds 
like a fish finding its way in 
deep water.

Like a footballer set to kick 
his final ball, he found him-
self entertaining a sense of 
emotional involvement with 
official duty, something that 
had not happened in his 
twenty years of service.

He did not, however, allow 
his imagination to take this 
as a bad sign. He allowed Mrs 
Nyakare’s image to linger in 
his mind as he led the search 
party, comprising police of-
ficers and volunteers, into the 
Mutsiyabako Forest. 

Mrs Nyakare’s twelve-year-old 
daughter had gone missing 
when she and her classmates 
had gone on a tour of the 
Mutsiyabako Forest and 
caves.

The teachers and her class-
mates had only discovered 
that Natasha was missing long 
after they had left the most 
dangerous parts of the con-
servancy on their way back to 
Chimhenga Primary School.

Mrs Nyakare’s face would not 
leave Sergeant Danga’s mind. 
Terror was written all over 
it as if she had just signed 
her death warrant. Her soul 
was surely begging for divine 
intervention.

Mrs Nyakare had begged to 
play a part in the search, but 
she was in such a panic mode 
that she would collapse before 
going any far. The search 
party leader had therefore im-
plored the desperate woman 
to put her faith in the search 
party. The senior police 
officer felt a wave of anger 
welling up in him.  It was all 
negligence that had brought 
him into this final assignment 
of his career.

The teachers should have 
conducted a roll call before 
leaving the forest. Now four 
of them had joined the search 
party, the fear of losing their 
jobs playing centre stage, 
not a concern for the hapless 
child. 
Mutsiyabako Forest was 
infested with marauding 
four-legged beasts, active 
especially at night, venomous 
reptiles, that would not spare 
a hapless girl and swarms 
of mosquitoes and a host of 
other blood-sucking insects, 
that would drain a little girl of 
her blood.

In addition to these factual 
realities, Mutsiyabako Forest 
was believed to be haunted 
by the spirits of the departed, 
capable of taking a little girl 
hostage and releasing her af-
ter initiating her into the cult 
of spirit mediums.

Sergeant Danga reprimanded 
himself for being supersti-
tious, something that he had 
never allowed to lead his way 
in previous searches.

The search went on, but time 
was running out. The search 
team had combed the forest 
with sniffer dogs, but the girl 
could not be found. The caves 
had been searched, but there 
was no sign of a human crea-
ture within. 

The sun’s rays only hit the 
forest floor in tiny patches 
because it was such a dense 
forest, yet the heat did not 
spare the team. In addition 
to the sultry heat, breathing 
was a major physical task for 
the search party as the humid 
air carried with it a host of 
strange smells nobody could 
put a name to. Sergeant Dan-

ga’s heart sank as the image of 
a young girl trying to find her 
way out of such conditions 
crossed his mind.

The search party broke into 
four groups as the sun omi-
nously drooped towards the 
western horizon, the western 
mountains appearing to be 
rising, with the intention to 
swallow the sun. “If we do not 
find the child today, chances 
are that we won’t find her 
alive tomorrow,” Sergeant 
Danga told his team, as they 
rounded a hill.

 Natasha was probably very 
hungry now, and the thought 
of her suffering the torture 
of a freezing death when the 
temperatures plummeted at 
night made the senior officer 
regret what he had just said.

“A shoe, ” a member of the 
search party shouted. Ser-
geant Danga scrutinised the 
shoe as he let a rush of hope 
run him over. “It certainly 
belongs to the girl,” he said, a 
quick glance at the declining 
sun plunging him back into 
a sombre mood. The hill had 

no further sign of Natasha, 
not even a discernible foot-
print.

This was going to be Sergeant 
Danga’s first failure in a very 
long time. In two weeks time, 
he would be retiring from the 
police force, to be haunted 
by the image of a little girl 
he had never seen, a little 
girl who was her mother’s 
only child. Sergeant Danga 
had concluded that the girl 
had drowned in the pool. He 
wanted to have one last look 
at the pool before calling the 
search off.

On the following day, the 
search would be in the hands 
of the sub-aqua unit that 
would extract the remains of 
the girl from the muddy bed 
of the pool’s depths.

As they approached the death 
trap, they detected a little 
figure sitting on a stone, bent 
towards the murky water. The 
little figure turned out to be a 
little girl, sitting, one leg un-
shod, face buried in the palms 
of her hands.

As the noise of pounding 
footfalls hit her eardrums, she 
raised her head and turned 
her face to look at the crowd 
gathering behind her.

Sergeant Danga took her by 
the right hand and led her 
away to safety. She never 
spoke a word and Sergeant 
Danga thought it was not 
yet the time to coax her into 
saying something.
 
Nhamo Muchagumisa is an 
English Language and Liter-
ature teacher, and he writes 
from Odzi. He writes in his 
own capacity and can be 
contacted on +263777460162. 
Email him at: muchagumis-
an@gmail.com
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Fiction writing with 
Nhamo Muchagumisa

A Fish Finding Its Way, But Its 
A Death Trap Deep In The Pool
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Review: Finally Chamisa Wakes Up

History will also tell you 
that soon after the elec-
tions he was invited by 
ED for Dialogue but he 
chose to go to court and 
launch his Jecha strategy
 
 
By Lloyd Damba

At long last Nelson Cha-
misa now wants to meet 
President Emmerson 
Mnangagwa face to face 
for dialogue aimed at 
whatever he will propose 
to the head of state of 
Zimbabwe. 
This follows the bold 
initiative taken by MDC 
President Douglas 
Mwonzora last week.

The MDC President has 
been on record that he 
is prepared to meet the 
head of state with no 
conditions attached.

A very practical and 
mature man, he followed 
his words with action.

Going back to Nelson 
Chamisa, the problem 
is that he has precon-
ditions to meet ED and 
one of them is the exclu-
sion of the MDC Pres-
ident Douglas Mwon-
zora from the Dialogue 
and ED must not even 
engage: “The MDC 
President Sen Douglas 
Mwonzora and the MDC 
since they have no real 
stake in the matter as 
they had not contested 
in the disputed 2018 

elections”.

This has been reported 
by the Daily News in an 
exclusive interview with 
Nelson Chamisa.

There are three things 
that Mr Chamisa is miss-
ing:

When the MDC Alliance 
went into the election he 
had usurped the power 
of Morgan Tsvangirai as 
the MDC T President 
and by that he took the 
party seat in the Alliance 
Principal’s Forum.

Secondly the MDC T 
was a total package in 
the elections. His deputy 
President was Senator 
Mudzuri, his National 
Chairperson was Sena-
tor Komichi, his Secre-
tary-General was Doug-
las Mwonzora and out of 
all these strategist – he 
is the only one who has 
strayed far from home.

Thirdly the party that 
he was leading had a 
Supreme Court Judge-
ment that ruled that he 
is illegally occupying the 
position of MDC Presi-
dent. 
The High Court again 
ruled that the MDC Alli-
ance is not a single party 
but a conglomerate of 7 
political parties and that 
the MDC T was the main 
party and whoever takes 
over the party leadership 
becomes the Alliance 
President.

 Last week in their con-
temptuous plot they 
attempted to drag the 
very same ZEC they had 
bad-mouthed before and 
vilified; they said if Cha-
misa comes first to ZEC 
with the name MDC 

Alliance he will be saved 
first. By so doing they 
want to paint ZEC as an 
institution that operates 
outside the rule of law as 
they do.

This leads me to my next 
point. Dialogue is not 
confined only to peo-
ple with disputes but to 
people who are civilized 
with varied formulas but 
all want progress.

Mr Chamisa has de-
manded that he wants 
to meet the Head of 
State alone because he 
contested the 2018 elec-
tions. We honestly have 
no problem with that 
because he suits very 
well in POLAD and he 
can even be the deputy 
chairperson of that insti-
tution.

History tells us that 
when Simba Makoni 
contested the Presidency 
in 2008 along with Pres-
ident Robert Mugabe 
of Zanu PF and MDC 
Leader Morgan Tsvan-
girai, Welshman Ncube 
and his MDC Green 

weighed in. They made 
him their Presidential 
Candidate but he was 
not their party Presi-
dent. He garnered 8% of 
the votes cast but when 
the time for Dialogue 
came Welshman Ncu-
be and the MDC Green 
insisted that those were 
not Simba Makoni’s 
votes but of the MDC 
Green as an institution.

Surely Nelson was a part 
of the MDC and all its 
electoral vehicles but he 
is not above the MDC 
Constitution and he 
is not above the MDC 
Alliance Agreement and 
surely not above the Su-
preme Court Judgement 
but he is bound by it 
until the end of time.

Surely we have no prob-
lem of Mr Chamisa be-
ing part of any dialogue 
that will take Zimbabwe 
forward but he must 
do so without trying to 
undermine other cit-
izens and institutions 
who have equal rights 
just like him. Trying to 
say that he is the MDC 

Alliance President is 
tantamount to review-
ing the High Court and 
Supreme Court Judge-
ments by politicians in 
a kangaroo court and 
its very contemptuous. 
Which will get him be-
hind bars one day.

Now the agenda I place 
before the Church, the 
students, CSO’s, tradi-
tional leaders, labour, 
academics, vendors and 
the generality of the 
Zimbabwean peoples 
whether black, white or 
coloured.

Should dialogue be con-
fined only to elite indi-
viduals so that they have 
an elite pact or should 
dialogue be for every 
Zimbabwean through 
their many vehicles’ so 
that Zimbabwe can be 
part of the family of 
Nations.

Lloyd Damba is Pres-
idential spokesperson, 
Movement for Democrat-
ic Change. Read the full 
article on www.zimba-
bwedigitalexpress.com



June  2021 www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com    12

Sunday Express 100-day Book Publishing ChallengeTheSundayExpress

The Sunday Express 100-day Book Challenge. Partner with The Sunday Express and put your book 
together in 100 days. Your own coach, your own pace and your own story - and you are ready to go: 

www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com. Text (27) 83 476 7918
TheSunday

Express

Your story is there to be told. Your book is 
calling you. So are your dreams. Answer the call

Your book won’t arrive by 
you simply thinking about 
it or threatening to write it. 
Your dream is calling 
 
By Aubrey Mavhuli 
 
“On writing—a matter of 
exercise. If you work out with 
weights for fifteen minutes 
a day over the course of ten 
years, you’re gonna get mus-
cles. If you write for an hour 
and a half a day for ten years, 
you’re gonna turn into a good 
writer.” —Stephen King, Time 
(October 6, 1986) 
 
Success is like an iceberg 
 
Success is like an iceberg 
most people see the protrud-
ing part and conclude that’s 
all there is to it. 
 
Fruit trees as well can be de-
ceptive. Some people see the 
fruits and do not see the roots 
and conclude that is all there 
is to a fruit tree. Below the 
surface there is roots working 
hard and stretching far for 
nutrients and water. 
 
The journey of a thousand 
miles starts with commit-
ment 
 
Book writing success is often 
the same way. Lonely authors 
plod along with the proverbi-
al typewriter a letter at a time 
until a word and sentence are 
grown and fully constructed. 
 
The journey of a thousand 
miles often doesn’t start with 
the first step it starts with a 
commitment to see the jour-
ney through then the step is 
proof of the commitment. 
 
Commitment is invisible, 
can’t be seen by the naked 
eye, but action proves it all. 
 
Will you be an author or you 
will not be one! Successful 
people are quick to decide 
and then they take long to 
change any decision, on the 
other hand unsuccessful 
people take forever to decide 
and when the decision finally 
arrives, they won’t think twice 
to change it. 
 

What a worst somebody com-
ments! 
 
Writers write procrastina-
tors procrastinate 
 
If you want to be a writer 
there is no point pontificating 
over the issue. There is no 
point gazing at the blank page 
either. Writers write procras-
tinators procrastinate. 
There is always good news 
and bad news to any issue. 
The bad news is your book 
won’t write itself. There are no 
escalators to the top, someone 
once observed it’s the stairs 
that take you to the top of any 
field. 
 
There is no microwave 
success 
 
The problem with our gen-
eration is we are looking for 
microwave success and this 
is why we are duped easily 
by the clergy and politicians 
alike. 
 

Success we haven’t mastered 
is like a fruit that hangs on a 
tree with branches, a trunk 
and hardworking leaves and 
roots. 
 
Writing is s learnable skill 
 
As for the good news, writing 
a book is just a skill, like all 
skills it is learnable. If you can 
learn to read, you can learn 
to write. My good friend Veli 
Ndaba wrote a book and aptly 
titled it “Your dream is calling 
you,” I want to borrow his 
thinking and say to you your 
book is calling you. The ques-
tion is will you answer? 
 
One step at a time 
 
If you took one step everyday 
towards your book, will you 
not one day arrive? Listen to 
the wisdom of veteran author 
and multimillionaire Stephen 
King at the time of going to 
press he was recorded to be 
worth half a billion dollars. 
“On writing—a matter of 

exercise. 
 
If you work out with weights 
for fifteen minutes a day over 
the course of ten years, you’re 
going to get muscles. 
 
If you write for an hour and a 
half a day for ten years, you’re 
going to turn into a good 
writer. — Stephen King, Time 
(October 6, 1986). There is no 
life wisdom that argues with 
this. 
 
Think and write out your 
book 
 
Your book won’t arrive by you 
simply thinking about it or 
threatening to write it. Write 
and it’s better if you exercised 
your writing muscle by writ-
ing every day. Writing is one 
of those skills you can never 
become terrible at through 
practice. Practise surely 
makes better. 
 
So here is the challenge for 
you your book, your story is 

calling you will you answer 
and join the Sunday Express 
Book writing challenge class-
es and finish your book? 
 
Aubrey Mavhuli is author 
of Success is Do It Your-
self. Book your spot in the 
Sunday Express Online Book 
writing course today and 
receive a copy of the book. 
 
Mavhuli is author of Market-
ing Sense: An entrepreneur’s 
marketing guide that brings 
results and chief copywriter 
and marketing consultant at 
SuperValueCopy.com. 
 
He is a serial entrepreneur 
who runs a copywriting and 
marketing consultancy, solar 
installations company, an 
Ecocash shop, and a mixed 
farm in Gauteng. 
 
He is a motivational speaker 
and trainer on marketing, 
copywriting, sales, leadership, 
and success. Email: aubrey@
supervaluecopy.com. 
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Q-Cash - The One: Bright and Early, Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday, on After5Radio
Digital Sunday Express 
 
This week the newspaper met 
up with Quincy Kasese - yes 
him of the Q-Cash Empire, 
the man who has been in and 
out of the newspaper with the 
Hogerty Hill Sunshine City 
promotion that was run-
ning in The Sunday Express 
throughout March and April.
 
While the poster itself of the 
upcoming soapie promised 
nothing less than explosives 
in authentic Zimbabwean 
drama, revenge, betrayal and 

endless suspense, Q-Cash was 
suddenly added onto one of 
the television stations that is 
working with the newspaper - 
and within moments, you our 
dear readers and followers 
- are now talking directly to 
Q-Cash, and you shall be able 
to interact with him as we roll 
out the internet of things on 
Zim Digital Express.

Not only him, but also many 
of the other cream of the crop 
of new age DJs who are part 
of this ground-breaking radio 
broadcasting station - and 

people with new things to say.

It turns out the the comedian, 
who is never far off from the 
news, information, events, 
happenings, action, celebrities 
and the vibes around town 
- is also the same voice that 
you have grown to like and 
recognise on After5Radio.

After what radio? After 5, yes, 
the same online radio station 
that was set up in 2017 for 
Zimbabweans in the diaspora 
to celebrate music, talents and 
culture, transcending borders 

and connecting Zimbabweans 
at home, and worldwide.

After5Radio’s founding 
principles are listed as creat-
ing new networks of artists, 
listeners, sponsors and adver-
tisers who influence  things 
globally and are invested in 
Zimbabwe - heavily invested.  

Also as a lifestyle, talk and 
music station After5 focuses 
on authenticity, creativity 
and relationships in the art of 
expression. Watch this space.

The radio is available to listen 
on:  
Android App - After5radio
TuneIn - After5radio
Amazon Alexa Skills - "Alex-
a,open after five radio"
iLand Music App - https://
ilandmusic.com/radio/47
Website - https://www.after-
5radio.net/ 
YouTube - After5 Radio
Social media:  
Facebook - @after5radio
Instagram - after5radiozim
 Twitter - @after5radio
TikTok - After5Radio
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The Maksure Place Venue: Events and Conference Centre

Product launches, workshops, private meetings, strategic planning, trainings
The Maksure auditorium was built for inter-
nal business at the Maksure Head Office in 
Waterfall City.  It was officially launched in 
May 2021.

However many of our clients and stake-
holders admired the state-of-art facility and 
requested if they can host their 
functions there.  With a fully equipped gym, 
an exciting art gallery and fantastic all round 
amenity, we decided to allow companies to 
hire the facility as a venue and conference 
centre.  

Now we are fully capable of hosting your 
conferences, AGMs, product launches, semi-
nars, training lectures, award ceremonies.

Enquiries can be made through our adminis-
trator on (011)805 0086. - Knight Mawere 
 
Watch this space. In the coming weeks we 
shall be profiling innovative insurance  
products and services at Maksure.  
Don’t miss out
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Own Correspondent

Zimbabwean serial entre-
preneur Ndaba Chiwara has 
challenged Africa to focus 
on the politics of big busi-
ness and not the business of 
politics.

Chiwara who was speaking 
at a business symposium on 
youth economic empower-
ment said "Africa is ruined by 
political contestation and the 
focus on politics, this focus 
on politics leaves the business 
and empowerment sectors 
unattended as everyone has 
their focus on the business of 
politics."

He added that Africa's young 
people need to be involved in 
the politics of big business. 
Africa's young people need to 
stand up and be counted in 
the board rooms of Fortune 
500 companies, the big league 
of the Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange and other business 
platforms.

Ndaba Chiwara's sentiments 

come at a time when Africa 
commemorates the Month 
of the African Child, June - 
where June 16 was the focus 
this week.

The African Union had creat-
ed an African Plan of Action 
for Youth Empowerment 
(APAYE) which runs from 
2019 - 2023. 

The plan is themed The Af-
rica we want : Building and 
unleashing the potential of 
young people.

Meanwhile, South Africa's 
Deputy President David 
Mabuza called for urgent, 
innovative and coordinated 
strategies to be crafted to-
wards dealing with poverty 
and inequality and achieve 
social cohesion by developing 
youth, women and people 
with disabilities. 

Mabuza said this while 
addressing the South Afri-
can Parliament after being 
quizzed on youth empower-
ment in South Africa.

Ndaba Chiwara makes 
news with challenge on 
business to lose politics



A mentor sees more talent 
and ability, than 

you see in yourself, and 
helps bring it out

MentorshipTheSundayExpress
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I have taken upon the men-
torship of a young poultry 
farmer under my wing,  
and she is going to become 
Zimbabwe’s next Irvin’s 
Chickens 
 
By Addlyne McKenzie 
 
“A mentor is someone who 
allows you to see the hope 
inside yourself.’’ – Oprah 
Winfrey 
 
I meet a young lady who is in 
need of funding for a Poultry 
Project in Zimbabwe, with 
the capacity of approximate-
ly twenty to thirty thousand 
chickens. Her presentation 
had a couple of important 
elements missing, such as the 

financial structure (Amount, 
ROI, Equity, Growth etc), 
which the heart of a funding 
proposal. 
 
As I began to probe further 
on the costs of the slaughter-
ing facilities, refrigeration etc, 
she quickly realised that she 
had not done her research 
to understand the poultry 
industry and the standards 
required to supply fast food 
outlets as that was the only 
target market she had pre-
sented. 
 
I was reminded of myself 10 
years ago as I went about try-
ing to secure funding for my 
first business – the Cleaning 
Company.
 
“Spoon feeding, in the long 
run, teaches us nothing 
but the shape of the spoon” 
—E.M. Forster 
 
I left corporate a few years 
ago to focus on being a seri-
ous Entrepreneur in the med-
ical field. I had the experience 
and qualification but lacked 
something equally impor-
tant. I would not have made 
it this far in business without 
a mentor – I chose a finan-
cial mentor, one who helped 

me understand the business 
finance models. 
 
In the great words of Benja-
min Franklin – Tell me and 
I forget, teach me and I may 
remember, involve me and I 
learn. 
 
I accompanied my finance 
mentor to most of his 
high-level business meetings, 
at the time I didn’t know 
much about him other than 
what Google said. 
 
I was stupefied when I heard 
my financial mentor speak 
finance at a meeting regarding 
a certain transaction. I got to 
appreciate and understand his 
astuteness. 
 
I got to understand deal 
structures, financial instru-
ments and term sheets and 
meet the who’s who in the real 
things of business. I learnt the 
financial verbiage and occa-
sionally I was thrown into the 
deep end, where he would 

hand over the meeting to me 
and walk out. 
 
Later he would ask the other 
attendees how the meeting 
went. Sink or swim he called 
it. My finance mentor opened 
business networking doors 
and continued to push me 
through those doors and 
never allowed me to give up 
on myself. 
He taught me what 28 years 
of working corporate had 
never taught me, even at a 
senior management level. I 
continued to shadow his and 
after every meeting, I had to 
explain or identify the risks of 
the transaction. 
 
Today I am grateful for his 
financial mentorship which 
gave me a good understand-
ing of business modelling and 
structured finance. He relo-
cated back to Zimbabwe and 
is tilling the land now. He is 
known to many as the former 
Zimbabwe Deputy Minister of 
Finance – Honourable Ter-

ence Mukupe, to me he will 
always be my financial men-
tor. Thank you, Hon Mukupe. 
 
Soon I would meet a great 
Financial Guru – an absolute 
honour to be sitting with Mr. 
Preston Goredema - Execu-
tive Chairman Atria Africa 
(Pty) Ltd, a Financial Guru in 
Deal Executing and Restruc-
turing a leader and a champi-
on in Financial Solutions.

My mentorship journey 
continues as I hold firmly 
onto the hem as the Execu-
tive Chairman of Atria Africa 
(Pty) Ltd and be part of this 
merging Financial giant in 
Investment Advisory, Fin-
Tech Solutions, Commodities 
Trading, Financial Services 
and Capital Solutions. As I 
now sit as the Chairperson of 
Atria Capital Solutions ... my 
story continues...
 
I know now the importance 
of Mentorship as I take the 
young future poultry Farmer 
under my wing and agree to 
mentor her to become Zim-
babwe’s next Irvin’s chickens. 
Who are you mentoring? 
Who was or is your mentor? 
 
“Each one, Teach One”- Nel-
son Mandela
 
Addlyne McKenzie is with 
Jit-Tv & The Media Box, Mud 
Hut Consulting, Tinavo Hold-
ings, and Healthcare Infusion 
Solutions. This column is 
published in partnership with 
The Sunday Express. Follow 
her on social media. Her 
new programme Ndinotaura 
Zvandinoda is loading. 
 

Addlyne McKenzie
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France imported CECA molecular sieve  
High oxygen purity 93%±3%
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2 yearswarranty
CE ISOapproved  
OEM available

OXYGEN  
CONCENTRATOR

Sole Distributor for South Africa & Southern Africa.
Email:healthcare@tinavoholdings.co.za Cell:+27 67 028  2735 



FootballTheSundayExpress

Subscribe to the most progressive African Online newspaper 
today: Visit www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com and text hi on the whatsapp icon

TheSunday
Express

June 2021 www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com    18

The wisdon of 24 teams at Euro 21 is that the quality of football is good
Having 24 teams is unwieldy 
but Euro 2020 is a step up in 
quality on France

The qualifying tweak that 
admitted North Macedonia 
was a plus but third-placed 
teams advancing under-
mines integrity

The Guardian
 

Alittle over a decade ago, 
John Delaney, the infamous 
then president of the Foot-
ball Association of Ireland, 
approached Sepp Blatter and 
outlined his proposal to ex-
pand the Euros from 16 teams 
to 24. 

A little later, having thought 
about it, Blatter came back 
and told him he thought it 
was an excellent scheme, 
saying: “You should be hon-
oured the president of Fifa 
said it was very good.” Blatter, 
notoriously, was a man who 
had 50 ideas a day, 51 of them 
bad.

And yet Uefa, not just fol-
lowing Delaney, went ahead 
with the expansion. This is 
the way of modern football. 
Everything must be bigger: 
more games means more 
money, and more competing 
nations means more votes for 
whoever introduces it. What 
is good for the sport itself, for 
the players, for those watch-
ing, is ignored.
So we have this bloated Euro-

pean Championship with its 
awkward format, too big now 
to be hosted by any but the 
largest nations or awkward 
collaborations. It’s not just 
that it takes 71% of the games 
to eliminate 33% of the teams; 
it’s that having best third-
place sides go through is an 
awful system.

Imagine Denmark had held 

out against Belgium, so every 
team in that group had won 
and lost one match. 
Then imagine the final two 
group games were drawn: 
each team would have been 
level on four points. The 
fourth-placed team, Russia, 
would almost certainly then 
have been eliminated with 
more points than a third-
placed qualifier.

Groups should be discrete; 
if you start comparing be-
tween them, anomalies occur. 
Imagine Team A beat B and 
C so, having already quali-
fied, rest players against D, 
who have lost 1-0 to C and 
B. D win 2-0 as a result and 
so qualify as a best third-
placed team ahead of Team 
Z, who in another group 
have been involved in a series 

of full-blooded dingdongs 
against the full might of W, 
X and Y, twice losing 3-2 and 
once winning 3-2. Z have in 
effect been punished for B 
and C’s failure to take points 
from A and for D’s good for-
tune in facing a weakened A 
last. It’s absurdly arbitrary.

Perhaps there are fewer dead 
rubbers this way (not that 
there are many in a four-team 
group), but if the trade-off 
is teams with mixed incen-
tives meeting in meaningful 
games, that may not be the 
benefit it initially appears.

At France 2016, the first 
expanded Euros, much of the 
group stage felt like games for 
the sake of games. The glib 
response was to point out the 
progress of Wales and Ice-
land, but that was irrelevant: 
both would have qualified for 
a 16-team tournament. They 
reached the semis and quar-
ters not because they were the 
recipients of Uefa’s charity but 
because they were good: 15 of 
the best 16 sides in qualifying 
reached the last 16. Euro 2016 
featured 36 games spread 
across two weeks to swap 
Hungary for Austria.

There has been less futility 
this time, which may in part 
be because, thanks to Cov-
id, an additional year has 
passed since qualifying and 
so form has fluctuated. But 
credit should be given also to 
a tweak in the qualifying sys-
tem. But that said, the football 
is entertaining.
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