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Akson Potera

Week’s wrap: The Sunday Express Readers speak in their voices

Beware the company that 
you keep. If you want wisdon 
- spend time with the wise. 

If you want the opposite, you 
know what to do

Accept or Deny. Agree or 
Disagree, The Truth Remains 
Intact

Unless and until we stash polit-
ical selfishness, Zimbabwe will 
remain poor or be poorer than it 
is now. 

No-one will be a memorable 
legend or hero in our rich and 
beautiful  country because we 
are remote controlled by power 
obsession. 

Hatred, selfishness,  disunity 
and envy  fill up our memories.  
Educated or not, we are all the 
same, jealousy haters.  
Political parties (ruling and op-
positions), we are all a disorgan-
ized clout  with nothing in mind 
for Zimbabwe. 

Somehow, the ruling party has 
identified this weakness now 
capitalises on it instead of cor-
recting the factor. 

To be in power doesn’t mean 
knowing all and owning the na-
tion and to be in the opposition 
doesnt mean hating  your coun-
try and everyone with a different 
view from yours. 

Our leaders will remain  irrele-
vant to us because their journey 
of failure begins with inability to 
unite their followers. 

Control is effective only if there 
is proper coordination and or-
ganisation. 

Leaders are sometimes called 
ebablers so if they fail to make 
the environment conducive for 
whatever expected objective, 
therefore failure and poverty 
is inevitably the undeniable 
outcome.

A great leader should never be 
part of a problem, should be a 
solution provider. 

Akson Potera, Interim Presi-
dent of ADP Zimbabwe

_________________

When President Buhari Is 
Blocked Because He Spoke 
Against Imperialists

It’s high time Africans wake up. 
We have hundreds of universi-
ties across Africa that are being 
used to benefit the outside world 
with all super intelligent minds 
stolen by Europe, America and 
China. As Africa we will be left 
with less intelligent people who 
will be easily manipulated with 
money to bring Africa down.

The recent provocation of 
Nigerian president by Twitter 
handlers bullies must be a wake 
up call to Africa. 

We have universities full of IT 
students but we don’t have any 
social networking owned by 

Africans.

The moment we start bringing 
educative material which is anti 
white supremacy to our people 
we will be blocked. We spend 
billions of dollars investing in 
educational facilities that benefit 
the outside world. 

We have to do something now 
as Africans if we need to defeat 
neo colonialism.

Imagine President Buhari being 
blocked because he shared 
messages that is against the 
imperialists.

We must do something now 
or else we will be bullied left 
right and center. Afrika wake up 
Afrika.

Benjamin Hamadzehwahwa 
is President of Sunrise, Zuva 
Rabuda. Ilanga Seliphumile

The Power Of Association

Few months ago, l was watch-
ing a television program on our 
national television channel, 
ZBC and the issue that was 
been discussed, is one most 
heart-breaking issues in Zimba-
bwe.About youths who taking 
very toxic drugs, and some of 
them are known as Musombo-
dhiya (an illicit brew) and gukha 
(a chemical smoking drug). 
Those drugs are home-made 
and the ingredients as well as 
the sources of origin, are not 
clear.
As l go further with the program, 
l noticed that the main problem 
causing many youths to get 
involved in drugs, it is because 
of the people these youths they 
are spend time or playing with, 
and that is the "power of asso-
ciation.

As one of the most influential 
speakers in America once said, 
you are 50%, the people you 
spend time with, l qoute. So 
that is the power of association, 
it can make you win or lose, 
successful or poor in life.The 
people we allow ourselves to 
associate with, can give us hope 
or destruction, they can motivate 
and challenge us to work hard  
or poison our mindsets with neg-
ativities like taking drugs which 
are not good for our health and 
future. 

So at the end of day, it is our 
decision or choice as the young 
generation of Zimbabwe, to 

choose what is right because 
life is about making choices and 
decisions, and decisions we 
make today, will make us tomor-
row.So, my advice to all youths 
of Zimbabwe, is let us all shun 
the influence of taking drugs as 
it puts our future at risk.
As we not forget that us as 
youths, we are the future gener-
ation and now it is the right time 
to start preparing ourselves for 
the future, we will lead. 

There is another problem that 
have grown amoung us as 
youths of Zimbabwe, that is a 
habit of giving excuses always.
For example, if you ask a young 
man, why are you taking drugs? 

He answers, there are no jobs 
so how can l handle the stress.
Even this habit of giving excus-
es is not only for youths taking 
drugs, non-drugs taking youths 
have the same problem.The 
associating economic situation, 
for their unemployment but truly 
speaking, l deeply believe there 
are no excuses and only re-
sponsibilities to bring a change 
in our lives as youths of Zimba-
bwe. 

Like what, the famous author, 
Robert Kiyosaki once wrote,"ex-
cuses are lies we tell ourselves", 
l qoute. As far as the habit of 
excuses is concerned, l have 
also noticed that, the power of 

association plays a vital role.
For instance, if you spend time 
or play with people who always 
give excuses, you will eventu-
ally become like them.Also the 
opposite is true, if you spend 
time with influential people that 
encourage positive thinking 
even in tough times like those in 
Zimbabwe, eventually will you 
become like them.For example 
myself, when l was growing 
up specially in primary school, 
l was dump and dull mentally.
Do you know what was the 
main reason behind that? It was 
because of my associates, l was 
spending time with people who 
were dump and dull mentally 
like me.

Thank God, when l went to high 
school, things started changing 
even people l was now spend-
ing time who were now different.
They were positive people that 
encourages others to think pos-
itively and challenging you to do 
better things in life. 

As l conclude, as the young 
generation of Zimbabwe, we 
must be careful with the people 
we  associatie  ourselves with 
people, they can be good or 
they can be bad for us.Even the 
book of  Proverbs says, "wis-
dom come to those, who walk in 
the path of righteous". 

Written by: Tinoziva Shonhi-
wa, the motivational speaker. 
He is an avid reader of The 
Sunday Express, and writes in 
his personal capacity 

Zimbabwe Agenda: Weekend Re-
view: Kettle calling the pot black

Justice Edith Mushore of the High 
Court of Zimbabwe was the first 
High Court Judge to rule that Nel-
son Chamisa is not the President of 
the MDC because he abrogated the 
MDC Constitution. 
 
She ruled that an extraordinary con-
gress must deal with the leadership 
question of the party in terms of its 
own constitution. She went on to 
nullify every decision that Nelson 
Chamisa made as Deputy President 
and President of the party. 
 
2020 Justice Chitapi of the same 
High Court ruled that the MDC 
Alliance is not a party and that the 
MDC T has powers to recall MPs 
and councillors in terms of their 
Constitution, the Alliance Agreement 
and the Country’s Constitution. 
 
There was a public outcry and 
the courts were vilified and called 
names and accused of being Zanu 
PF and captured.  
 
Chamisa in full contempt of the 
same Court ignored all these 
judgments and personally accused 
them of being captured by Zanu PF 
and making rulings as instructed by 
Zanu PF and President Mnangang-
wa. 
 
Today the very same judges made 
rulings that the Chief Justice must 
relinquish office because his term 
had expired. 
 
All of a sudden Nelson Chamisa 
wades into the case by celebrating 
the judgement and even advising 
The Chief Justice to go gracefully 
and follow the court ruling as if he 
himself followed the same court 
ruling and the same High Court 
rulings. 
 
He is still using the name *MDC 
Alliance* even when he knows that 
the name belongs to Sen Mwonzo-
ra. He is still calling himself MDC 
Alliance President in clear violation 
and contempt of the same courts. 
Even after the 5th Congress of the 
party was annulled and that his 
so-called MDC Alliance party is 
non-existent. 
 
Should he not be encouraging Jus-
tice Malaba to cling on to the Chief 
Justice Position, the same way he 
is doing. 

Should he not be consoling him and 
unleashing his cyber warriors to call 
Justice Edith Mushore and Justice 
Zhou Captured by Zanu PF trying 
to destabilise a well known whole 
Chief Justice and a brand as far as 
the law is concerned. 
Only in the fullness of time will the 
world know that The MDC Alliance 
name belongs to Sen Mwonzora 
and that the title he claims is not 
his.* 
 
Chamisa wades into Malaba Case; 
It’s the case of a Kettle calling the 
Pot Black. Sheer hypocrisy. 
 
Lloyd Damba is Presidential 
Spokesperson - MDC -
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Corona Virus Surges In Africa As 
Vaccine Programmes Flounder

The coronavirus surges 
across Africa as vaccine 
programs struggle to meet 
demand
 
 
By New York Times 

A sudden, sharp rise in coro-
navirus cases in many parts 
of Africa could amount to a 
continental third wave, the 
World Health Organization 
warned this week - a portent 
of deeper trouble for a con-
tinent whose immunisation 
drives have been crippled 
by shortfalls in funding and 
vaccine doses.

The World Health Organisa-
tion - an arm of the United 
Nations  -  said test positiv-
ity had risen in 14 African 
countries over the last seven 
days, with eight reporting a 
surge of over 30 percent in 
new cases. 

Infections are steadily climb-
ing in South Africa, where 
four of nine provinces are 

battling a third wave. 
There has also been a sharp 
increase in cases in Uganda, 
with hospitals overwhelmed 
with Covid patients and the 
authorities mulling a lock-
down.

WHO attributed the rise to 
loose compliance with social 
restrictions, and increasing 
travel along with the arrival of 
the winter season in southern 
Africa.

Experts also believe the 
spread of new coronavirus 
variants — like those first 
identified in Britain, India 
and South Africa — is con-
tributing to the surge and the 
ensuing rise in deaths. 

While Africa has reported 

less than 3 percent of global 
coronavirus cases, the W.H.O. 
said the continent accounted 
for 3.7 percent of total deaths. 
And that is almost certainly 
a severe undercount, since in 
the vast majority of countries 
on the African continent, 
most deaths are never formal-
ly registered. 
“The threat of a third wave 
in Africa is real and rising,” 
Dr. Matshidiso Moeti, the 
WHO. regional director for 
Africa, said in a statement. 
“It’s crucial that we swiftly 
get vaccines into the arms of 
Africans at high risk of falling 
seriously ill and dying of 
Covid-19.”

While many wealthier coun-
tries have vigorous vaccina-
tion campaigns and some 

are on track to fully reopen, 
many of Africa’s poorer coun-
tries face a huge challenge in 
accessing vaccines.

Out of a continental popula-
tion of 1.3 billion people, only 
31 million have received at 
least one dose, Dr. Moeti said. 
Seven million are fully vacci-
nated. In Kenya, one of Afri-
ca’s biggest economies, with 
more than 50 million people, 
only 1,386 have received two 
doses of a vaccine.

Countries like Ghana and 
Rwanda have run through 
their first deliveries of vac-
cines through Covax, the 
global facility working to en-
sure the equitable distribution 
of vaccines.

Vaccine hesitancy has afflict-
ed the rollout in nations like 
Malawi, while concerns over 
rare blood clots and limita-
tions in inoculation capac-
ity pushed the Democratic 
Republic of Congo to donate 
millions of doses to other 
African states before they 
expired.

The rising cases, the WHO 
warned, could overwhelm 
already creaky health care 
systems that are struggling 
with limited intensive care 
beds, oxygen and ventilators. 

To forestall a full-blown crisis, 
Dr. Moeti urged “countries 
that have reached a signifi-
cant vaccination coverage to 
release doses and keep the 
most vulnerable Africans out 
of critical care.”

The White House announced 
on Thursday that it would 
distribute the coronavirus 
vaccines as part of the 80 
million doses President Biden 
pledged to send overseas by 
the end of June.
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40% of all gold mined in Matabeleland 
ends up smuggled as dust in SA
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Some of the gold that was 
found in the possession 
of Zimbabwean national 
Tashinga Masinire. The gold 
was found in a suitcase he 
was travelling with as he 
transited OR Tambo Inter-
national Airport

By TimesLive

A Zimbabwean intelligence 
officer and that country’s 
mining boss’s former driver, 
who was arrested alleged-
ly smuggling 13kg of gold 
through OR Tambo Interna-
tional Airport, are key to an 
international precious metals 
smuggling syndicate investi-
gation.

TimesLive has learnt that 
Hawks detectives and their 
Zimbabwean counterparts 
are working together after last 
month’s arrest of 33-year-old 
Tashinga Masinire.

Masinire, reportedly the 
former driver of Zimbabwe 
Miners Federation president 
Henrietta Rushwaya, was 
arrested last month by the 
Hawks as he tried to smuggle 
13 pieces of gold, valued at 
R11m, through the airport.

The gold was discovered in 
his bag after it was scanned 
by authorities shortly after he 
landed from Harare.

Masinire is now out on 
R100,000 bail after appearing 
in the Kempton Park magis-
trate’s court. He is due back in 
court on July 1.

Zimbabwe’s Herald newspa-
per reported last month that 
a day after Masinire’s arrest, 
Chamakandiona Nyahunde, 
who works for that country’s 
Central Intelligence Organi-
sation at Robert Gabriel Mug-
abe International Airport, 
was arrested.

He reportedly works at the 
airport’s aviation ground ser-
vices section.

Nyahunde, who appeared in 
the Harare magistrate’s court, 
is alleged to have helped 

Masinire smuggle the gold 
past security checkpoints at 
the airport. He is now being 
held in custody, according to 
the Herald.

“We are dealing with a com-
plicated syndicate involving 
a huge amount of gold and 
given that we have not fully 
accounted for the members of 
the syndicate, the country will 
continue losing millions of 
dollars through smuggling,” 
the investigating officer in 
Zimbabwe, Bruno Chiketo, 
told the court.

US dollars and gold found in 
the suitcase of Zimbabwean 
national Tashinga Masinire as 
he travelled through OR Tam-
bo International Airport.
BIG BUCKS US dollars and 
gold found in the suitcase of 
Zimbabwean national Tashin-
ga Masinire as he travelled 
through OR Tambo Interna-
tional Airport.

TimesLive understands 
from a Hawks source that 
the investigation is looking 
into the smuggling of illicitly 
mined gold from that country 

through SA and on to Dubai 
and Hong Kong.

The Global Initiative Against 
Transnational Organised 
Crime (GITOC), in a report 
released last month titled 
“Illicit Gold Markets in East 
and Southern Africa”, re-
vealed that smuggling of gold 
from Zimbabwe via SA had 
ballooned with the country 
losing an estimated $100m 
(R1.356bn) worth of gold 
a month, “most of which is 
smuggled through SA”.

The report, which focused on 
South Sudan, Uganda, Kenya, 
Zimbabwe and SA, looked 
at illicit gold flows from the 
region. Another report, by the 
International Crisis Group 
(ICG) on Zimbabwe, says 
gold leakages cost Zimbabwe 
$1.5bn (R20.3bn) a year with 
most of it ending up in Dubai.

While the Hawks declined to 
comment in detail on their 
investigation, Sunday Times 
Daily has learned that Zim-
babwean authorities tipped 
off Sars customs and Hawks 
officials to Masinire’s alleged 

attempt to smuggle the gold 
bars through OR Tambo.

Zimbabwe Republic Police 
(ZRP) spokesperson assistant 
commissioner Paul Nyathi 
said the ZRP was working 
with the International Crim-
inal Police Organisation 
(Interpol) on the matter.

Airports Company of Zim-
babwe manager Tawanda 
Gusha said Interpol had since 
installed facial recognition 
systems at Robert Mugabe 
International Airport.

It’s not just a few kilograms 
coming in. It’s hundreds of 
kilograms coming through 
the country every month.
A source with knowledge of 
the investigation said: “It (the 
smuggling of gold) through 
SA from Zimbabwe is defi-
nitely on the rise. It’s booming 
in fact. The guys are bringing 
the gold into SA through 
various land borders as well 
as airports.

“It’s not just a few kilograms 
coming in. It’s hundreds of 
kilograms coming through 

the country every month.

“The people who have been 
arrested are part of big syn-
dicates, with links to China, 
India and Dubai. These syn-
dicates are huge and involve 
South Africans, including 
our officials, who move or 
help in the smuggling of gold 
through our ports.”

Asked if the Hawks were 
working with their Zimba-
bwean counterparts, Hawks 
spokesperson lieut-col Philani 
Nkwalase, said: “Partnership 
with Zimbabwean investiga-
tors may be undertaken in 
terms of information shar-
ing.”

He said it was the first time 
gold smuggled from Zimba-
bwe had been seized at OR 
Tambo. Mkwalase said Masi-
nire’s R100,000 bail “ was paid 
on the same day”.

He said Masinire’s bail condi-
tions included reporting three 
times a week to his nearest 
police station and not leav-
ing SA or applying for a new 
passport.
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Nigeria ties itself in knots after 
controversial ban on Twitter
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Nigeria's Twitter ban: 
Government orders prosecu-
tion of violators

Nigeria is in the news this 
week after President Mu-
hammadu Buhari earlier in 
the week - though no direct 
connection was drawn - said 
that Nigeria would prose-
cute anyone found to have 
breached the country's ban on 
the social media firm Twitter, 
a government spokesperson 
has told the BBC.

The government announced 
on Friday it was suspend-
ing Twitter's operations in 
the country. Mobile phone 
networks blocked access after 
being ordered to do so, but 
some users are getting around 
the ban.
The move comes after Twitter 
deleted a tweet by President 
Muhammadu Buhari for 
breaching the site's rules.

Some users saw his post, 
which referred to Nigeria's 
civil war four decades ago, 
as a veiled threat towards a 
secessionist movement in the 
south-east of the country
His government said on Sat-
urday the tweet's removal was 
"disappointing", but not the 
only reason for the "tempo-
rary" suspension.

"There has been a litany of 
problems with the social 
media platform in Nigeria, 
where misinformation and 
fake news spread through it 

have had real world violent 
consequences," the govern-
ment said.

Twitter said the announce-
ment of a ban on Friday by 
Information Minister Lai 
Mohammed was "deeply con-
cerning".

The move also brought wide-
spread condemnation from 
human rights groups and 
international powers, who 
say it will limit free speech in 

Nigeria.

In a statement, Justice Min-
ister Abubakar Malami said 
he had "directed for immedi-
ate prosecution of offenders 
of the Federal Government 
ban on Twitter operations in 
Nigeria", telling the public 
prosecutor to "swing into 
action".

The message was targeted at 
both corporations and indi-
viduals, the minister's spokes-

person Umar Gwandu told 
the BBC. The government of 
Nigeria alleges that Twitter 
was being used to undermine 
"Nigeria's corporate exist-
ence".
The platform was allowing 
"the spread of religious, racist, 
xenophobic and false mes-
sages" that "could tear some 
countries apart", a spokesper-
son said.
The national broadcasting 
regulator, NBC, had been told 
to begin "licensing all internet 

streaming services and social 
media operations in Nigeria", 
a government statement said.

Earlier, the professional body 
of Nigerian mobile phone 
operators - known as Alton 
- confirmed they had been 
told to stop people getting on 
to Twitter. The group said its 
members had complied with 
the government order due to 
"national interest provisions" 
in Nigerian telecoms law and 
licensing terms. - BBC
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Mental Health: Inside Gender 
Identity and Complexity of Sexuality

By Mertha Mo Nyamande 

So welcome to my weekly col-
umn at The Sunday Express, 
and this week the topic of 
discussion is:

What is Mental Health: Gen-
der Identity and Sexuality?

Nature has it that humans are 
born as either male, female, 
or while in very few and often 
concealed hermaphrodites 
also known as ambiguous 
genitalia are also known to 
exist. Parents of these isolated 
cases learn very quickly to 
pick one or the other of the 
genders, to shy away from 
the stigma/ shame associated 
with this excluded group of 
people. 

Society has defined that as 
one carries certain genitalia, 
there are certain expecta-
tions placed, especially with 
regards to their occupations, 
skills, strength, and ability, as 
given by the male and female 
labels. 

The interaction between these 
two main sexes brings about 
sexual activities, which are 
natural events and a need, just 
like food and water. 

This also comes with various 
associated deviations from 
the norms of traditional nu-
clear families, especially seen 
in adulthood and common-
ly known as Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual, Transexual, Queer, 
Intersexual, and Asexual (LG-
BTQIA).

These deviations, while they 
have existed time immemo-
rial, they have created some 
confusion when they first 
came about more on societies, 
whereby one is born with 
male genitalia but feel and 
behave like a female, oth-

ers are male but dress up as 
females and vice versa. These 
are taboo type of issues espe-
cially in the African cultures 
and generally not discussed, 
although this is slowly chang-
ing. 

Dialogue has also been initi-
ated in what is referred to as 
key populations where spe-
cific populations has proba-
bility of contracting HIV and 
AIDS, TB, and Malaria. Key 
populations refer to sex work-
ers, prisoners, people who 
inject drugs, and the LGBT-
QIA communities. 

Sexuality is an important part 
of one’s identity that is more 
to do with sexual feelings, 
thoughts, behaviours, and 
attractions than the actual 
sexual activity and frequency 
of such activities, it is very 
diverse and personal. 

The education and practice of 
sex is not generally one that is 
encouraged, and most peo-
ple only experiment in their 
adolescence and adulthood as 
the feelings and urges become 
stronger.  

This also comes with abuse 

and exploitation, where no 
proper guidance is provided. 
There are also circumstances 
where immature adults in an 
environment misunderstand 
the children’s playful manner-
isms as sexual advances, that 
is seen in paedophilia. 

There are also known sit-
uations of necrophilia and 
bestiality and other abnormal 
sexual desires, typically in-
volving extreme or dangerous 
activities characterised by a 
long list of paraphilias along-
side fetishes and fantasies. 

Sexual preferences can be 
liberating, and positive while 
others can be extreme and 
face discrimination and ex-
clusion. 

While these are largely 
natural and therefore moral 
issues, legislation has had to 
step in to provide protection 
and guidance to aid inclusion 
and accessibility to services. 
Equality is one such legislated 
fragment that has become 
quite controversial and largely 
misunderstood. Equality is 
not about whether males and 
females are equal in nature, 
strength, skill, or ability, but 

rather the value of their life 
and contribution in general. 
Such controversies have tem-
pered with most cultural and 
traditional practices, largely 
to some detriment.

Causes

The physical genitalia are dic-
tated to by the chromosomes 
XX YY but gender is a taught 
social concept enforced by 
certain behaviours and activ-
ities. 

Like any aspect of life, chro-
mosomes can be corrupted or 
diseased in ways that create 
chromosomal disorders, that 
cause sexual abnormalities 
and such conditions as downs 
syndromes. 
Poor guidance and support 
through certain sensitive stag-
es can also lead to misguid-
ed sexual encounters, often 
leading to exploitation of the 
vulnerable ones. 

Implications

People with mental health 
problems are often vulnera-
ble to abuse and exploitation 
due to their reduced ability 
to engage constructively and 

meaningfully with others. 
Older adults, children and 
females are mostly at risk, 
although men have also some 
men have become vulnerable 
to these deviances. 

Societies have always been 
known to fear, ridicule and 
exclude all things different as 
abnormal until they become 
normalised and eventually 
widely accepted. This has 
seen changes in gender roles, 
accessibility to various occu-
pations and changes to sexual 
practices and while some re-
main shunned away from and 
misunderstood. Key popula-
tions in HIV are, particularly 
a controversial issue.  

Remedies and 
recommendations

All of life’s stages require 
attention, support and the 
right nurturing, and when-
ever these are neglected, the 
resulting consequences are 
often catastrophic, and are 
often identified too late. 

While most of these issues do 
not actually cause any harm 
to anyone, their limited con-
tribution to the development 
of their societies causes more 
harm than good in the long 
term. 

They are largely mental health 
issues in themselves requiring 
psychological interventions 
in most cases, and psychop-
harmacology at other times. 
Male and females are not 
much different, but it is large-
ly their orientation and or 
conditioning that makes the 
difference. 

Psychotherapy can help one 
process unresolved and pent 
up emotions, reach out with 
any psychological issues. We 
can help. 

 Psychotherapist Mertha Mo 
Nyamande @ www.i-wellbe-
ing.weebly.com. Insightwellbe-
ing.mo@gmail.com

Mental Health Series with Mertha Mo Nyamande
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Just because I was very 
poor, the confidence of even 
hanging around with some 
privileged guys was never 
with me
 

By Bhekani Dube

I accepted The Sunday Ex-
press 100-day online book 
writing challenge, and this is 
my first chapter in the news-
paper challenge.
 
“Into the experience of all, 
there come times of keen 
disappointment and utter 
discouragement-days when 
sorrow is the order of the day 
and it is hard to believe that 
God is still the kind benefac-
tor of His earthborn children; 
days when troubles harass the 
soul, till death seems prefera-
ble to life. It is then that many 
lose their grip on God and are 
brought into the slavery of 
doubt, the bondage of unbe-
lief.” (E.G.White. Prophets 
and Kings pp162)

 In my entire life, experienc-
ing hardships has been a great 
school of my life. I have lived 
all the lifestyles of any trou-
bled person that you could 
think.

The emotional pain I en-
dured, physical suffering I 
went through, being under-
privileged has a greater por-
tion into my entire life, but 
I have never in a single day 
thought to do crime nor to 
curse God and die as per the 
suggestions of the wife of Job.

It is my time to share with the 
entire world the truth within 
me, the everlasting truth that 
God bestowed in my soul so 
that I help someone out there.

I am not a rich person, I am 
not even a well being who 
manages to make a living un-
der all normal circumstances, 
but I am a resilient person 
when it comes to pursuing 
what’s right and meeting my 
goals.

I grew up as an underprivi-
leged boy who would wear a 
torn apart short that covers 
only the private parts. At the 
back, you would see ashy 
dusty buttocks because of 
seating down on the soil.
 
I never abandoned going to 
school, despite all those hard 
embarrassing circumstances.

After finishing grade seven, 
the situation forced me to be 
on my own, to find anything 
possible that would make me 
survive for another day.

I stooped so low as to the 
point of herding cattle for dif-
ferent households at different 
times, earning peanuts, just to 
make ends meet. 
Life handed me some lemons, 
and the situation of Job befell 
me, hence not sick with boils 
as he was. One would think 
that I was an orphan, yet I 
had both my parents alive.

It’s not like they had aban-
doned me, but they were in 
a situation on their own that 
needed divine intervention.

As I kept on working as a 
herdboy, I was experiencing 

different lifestyles in those 
families I stayed with.
As Africans, each home has 
its traditions and beliefs.

 So I was getting experience 
in a daily basis. In some in-
stances, I would be forced to 
worship the ancestors, going 
through a session of being 
under the smoke of different 
herbs I can’t tell from which 
trees. I would sometimes be 
forced to be in a church that 
I didn’t even understand how 
they were worshipping. Nev-
ertheless, God never left nor 
forsaken me.

Life went on, and every day 
my burning desire of bet-
tering my future and society 
grew. I always envied other 
kids who wore shoes, and I 
always asked myself how it 
felt like to wear shoes? “Will I 
ever wear a shoe? Will I ever 
one day also wear trousers? A 
long sleeve shirt, a tie, a suit? 
Will I ever have the guts to 
propose love from a girl?”

Just because I was very poor, 
the confidence of even hang-
ing around with some privi-
leged guys was never with me.

I would be isolating myself 
and lived like an abnormal 
person.

One thing that kept me mov-
ing forward, was this burning 
desire of becoming an artist. 
I would ask for art books 

from the children at primary 
school, those who never ran 
out of exercise books.

I would do fine art, drawing 
cartoons or even drawing 
my image copying from the 
mirror.

When I looked at my draw-
ing, I would see it perfect and 
have confidence that one day 
I will become a known artist.

Life went on, and I became a 
man, a believer who was an 
extremist.

Trusting that all this suffering 
is the act of the devil who 
wants me to stop believing 
in God. Despite me being so 
faithful in that way, life con-
tinued to be so hard to me.

So so hard in such a way that 
no one ever respected me in 
the society I lived in.

But I kept worshiping God 
and trusted that things will 
change. I would wake up in 
deep thoughts, yet my mind 
would be shut, never to see a 
bright future.

Whenever I tried to pray, I 
would see my faith with a 
crisscross of webs and anx-
ious confusion with the fear 
of even being stroked. These 
sticky webs of worries, fears 
and mental pains did not de-
stroy the love of reading and 
the love of God. My prayer 
was always that, “If it is thine 

When The Worse Seem More Wrong
will to live this life the rest of 
my life, let it be O’ Lord.”

In all this that I came 
through, I learnt a lot and I 
became a person of a great 
mind. My faith in God Al-
mighty was strengthened 
while going through trials 
and tribulations. I learnt some 
important qualities in life that 
have kept rooted in my belief 
and gave me the strength not 
to give up:

n The power of life and death 
lies on your tongue; I learnt 
to speak things into existence. 
I learnt to declare and decree 
what I want in my life. I learnt 
to speak positive words in my 
life than negative. I declared 
that I am a winner, not a loser

n I learnt not to think when I 
have gone over a subject once, 
that when I am talking to 
someone, I will retain in his 
mind all that I presented.

n  I learnt the eloquence of 
silence, when one gives peace 
to an angry spirit, he is just 
intoxicated as the man who 
has put the glass to his lips.

n I learnt that my mind must 
be trained not to look at self. 
It should be trained to look 
away from self, to dwell upon 
themes that are elevated and 
ennobling.

n Let not the precious hours 
of life be wasted in dreaming 
of some great work to be per-
formed in the future while the 
little duties of the present are 
neglected…
 
This is Bhekani Dube’s sec-
ond book in English. He is the 
author of two published books. 
My Painful Secret, and Umusi 
Wexhegu. He is also a panelist 
on Digital Sunday Express. He 
also has released two musical 
albums. The books are still 
selling at R150, to get a copy 
contact him on: 0626513392. 
Email: bhekani.bhekzin1@
gmail.com. Facebook: Bhekani 
M Dube. Twitter: Bhekani 
Dube the poet.
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Zimbabwe: Inside Our Economic Recovery, 
New Realities And New Paradigms

The intent of this article is 
to explore the economic side 
of the country’s decline with 
the view to put forward new 
areas of economic signifi-
cance

By Laurence Sithole

Modern and contempo-
rary Zimbabwe as we know 
it – was built on the back of 
agriculture, mining and other 
related primary extractive 
industries so much so that 
at independence in 1980 the 
country had one of the most 
advanced industrial econo-
mies in Africa second only to 
South Africa.

The economic growth and 
progress brought on by these 
primary sectors with time 
naturally cascaded to the rest 
of the economy resulting in 
the emergence of various 
industries. The industrial 
capability of the country 
according to Herbst and Mills 
(2010) in the 1960s was such 
that Zimbabwe exported elec-
tronics to the United States.

At the time of independence, 
the Zimbabwe Dollar was 
then stronger than the US 
Dollar (from 1978 to 1980 
one United States Dollar 
would have bought you ZW 
68c) and ranked at par with 
the Pound Sterling.

 The reasons for the current 
position are both economic 
and political. The intent of 
this article is to explore the 
economic side of the coun-
try’s decline with the view 
to put forward new areas of 
economic significance that 
can give rise to the recovery 
of the country’s fortunes.

These new areas if adopted 
and implemented will most 
certainly result in economic 

green shoots and with time 
they will transform into the 
major industries anchoring 
the economy on the same 
scale and extent that mining 
and agriculture did in the 
former years.

The political side of the 
equation of Zimbabwe’s 
economic decline has been 
written about extensively and 
it is beyond the scope of this 
article. However, it must be 
noted and born in mind that 
it is immensely difficult to 
separate politics from eco-
nomics as these two concepts 
enjoy a very strong symbiotic 
relationship. Why agriculture 
and mining will not be the 
anchors of the new economy

It is the firm view of the 
author that while agriculture 
and mining industries remain 
central to the economy, they 
will not lead the country into 
economic transformation and 
spur it into the middle-in-
come status envisaged by 
2030.

This view is as radical as it is 
unconventional and, in many 
audiences, may even be dis-
missed with contempt.

However, when one considers 
the critical success factors 
necessary for thriving mining 
and agricultural industries 
the radical and unconven-

tional ideas postulated by the 
author do not seem so far-
fetched.

Agriculture cannot sustain-
ably lead Zimbabwe into the 
promised land of economic 
transformation in its present 
state simply because the most 
important resource needed 
to sustain activities in this 
sector, land, does not have a 
market value and as a result, 
cannot be considered a factor 
of production.
This phenomenon has been a 
legacy of the fast-tracked land 
reform program implemented 
in 2000.

The agricultural land that was 
expropriated during the Fast 
Track Land Reform Program 
went from being land that 
was freely held in terms of 
title to land that is held under 
99-year lease which is not 
transferrable and as a result 
renders it impossible to ten-
der such land as security and 
or collateral for loans.

The issue of land reform 
which was made necessary by 
the need to redress previously 
disadvantaged black peo-
ple by allocating them land 
expropriated from former 
commercial farmers had the 
unintended consequence 
of severely compromising 
security of tenure of the land 
acquired by the state.

This has been so adverse that 
financial institutions will not 
generally lend against such 
land.  This absence of or lack 
of credit for agricultural pur-
poses has meant that farming 
activity is heavily subdued 
in comparison to when the 
originally titled owners of 
the land engaged in farming 
activities.

To further reinforce this 
notion Masiyandima et 
al. (2011) assert that: “Be-
fore 2000, access to credit 
was relatively easy for the 
commercial farmers whose 
land ownership rights were 
clearly defined in the Land 
Apportionment Act of 1930 
compared to the small scale 
communal agricultural sector 
with communal land owner-
ship vested in the state.

Land productivity was, there-
fore, generally higher in the 
large-scale commercial farms 
compared to the small-scale, 
resettlement, and rural sec-
tors. The large-scale commer-
cial farmers, for example, pro-
duced about 85% of the total 
agriculture output in value 
terms, while the communal 
small scale, rural and reset-
tled farmers produced 15%.”

Furthermore, Masiyandima 
et al. (2011) go on to argue 
that the higher yields and 

productivity in formerly 
white-owned commercial 
farms was not only a factor of 
the availability of funding and 
credit to the farmer but were 
also a factor in the expertise 
of the farmer and technolo-
gy deployed as well as crop 
varieties.

They also spell out the vari-
ous funding mechanisms that 
were available to the agricul-
tural sector up to the period 
characterised by the Fast 
Track Land Reform Program 
(FTLRP) which were by and 
large highly comprehensive 
and substantial ranging from 
budgetary allocations from 
Government, agricultural 
procurement bodies such as 
the Grain Marketing Board, 
Cold Storage Commission, 
Cotton Company of Zimba-
bwe through input schemes, 
commercial banks, the Agri-
culture Finance Corporation 
(which in itself used to be 
funded predominantly by the 
EU and the World Bank).

Private sector companies 
like the main seed producing 
companies and tobacco mer-
chants also added to the stock 
of credit funding available to 
farmers.  The next part in this 
series of articles explores the 
challenges obtaining in the 
mining industry. The mining 
sector has the potential to 
lead the economic resurgence 
of the southern African coun-
try however, it is plagued by 
challenges that have rendered 
it impotent to deliver the eco-
nomic impetus to transform 
the economy.
 
This the first part is a series 
that Sithole is writing in The 
Sunday Express. Watch this 
space for the next install-
ments.

Laurence I. Sithole, B.Com 
(Hons) Banking & Investment 
Management, National Uni-
versity of Science & Technol-
ogy Zimbabwe. Sithole is an 
independent economist who 
writes in his personal capacity. 
The views expressed are his 
own and do not represent the 
views of any other organisa-
tion. Read the full article on 
www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.
com
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Mission schools, once pri-
vatised, would be resigning 
from the social responsibil-
ity that was characteristic of 
their founding fathers
 

By Nhamo Muchagumisa

Many of you who are familiar 
with this column are more 
used to seeing me – and read-
ing me – on the fiction beat.

Not today on The Sunday 
Express – and not this week

This week I am writing reality 
– not fiction.

Education is considered 
a basic human right that 
every child should enjoy at 
an affordable cost. Upon the 
attainment of independence 
– the Zimbabwean govern-
ment took an aggressive 
stance against the bottleneck 
system that prevailed during 
the colonial era – to ensure 
that every Zimbabwean child 
accessed basic education.

The number of primary 
schools and day secondary 
schools increased phenom-
enally after independence 
in 1980 as the government 
played centre stage in ensur-
ing that every Zimbabwean 
child got a decent education.

Mission schools had – 
throughout the colonial era 
– been the key players in en-
suring that formal education 
reached the common peo-
ple – that is the indigenous 
citizens of the country.

The proposed privatisation of 
Anglican secondary schools 
has been received with mixed 
feelings by parents, teachers, 
workers and local commu-
nities, with only a negligible 

number among the cited 
stakeholders showing opti-
mism.

The motive behind privatisa-
tion has been questioned in 
many circles. Is it meant to 
improve the quality of service 
rendered to the learner, to 
improve the teachers’ work-
ing conditions, or to generate 
profits for responsible author-
ities?

It is up to one to make an 
opinion, but once mission 
schools are privatised, then 
responsible authorities would 
have abdicated from the 
humanitarian endeavour that 
motivated the pioneers of 
mission projects, like Bishop 
Knight Bruce.

Mission schools, once pri-
vatised, would be resigning 
from the social responsibility 
that was characteristic of their 
founding fathers.

 Missionaries took the devel-
opment of vocational skills 
and literacy as the extension 
of church work, but once 
schools are privatised, then 
mission work has been com-
modified and the humanitar 

an agenda is lost.

It is of importance to note 
that the earliest development 
of infrastructure in mission 
schools was a joint venture 
between the missionaries and 
the African communities.

The missionaries provided 
the expertise while the natives 
provided labour.

Privatisation means the 
termination of a long partner-
ship between mission schools 
and immediate communities.

Donations from foreign 
organisations, including the 
parent churches also contrib-
uted immensely to the devel-
opment of mission schools.

The fact that donations were 
made to local mission schools 
means that they are organ-
isations meant to meet the 
intellectual needs of common 
people.  
Of late alumni have played a 
sterling role in erecting new 
structures and renovating old 
ones in our mission schools, 
a gesture meant to ease the 
burden vested on parents who 
send their children to mission 

schools.

 Responsible authorities are 
entitled to up to 20% of the 
fees paid into the school 
system, but they have hardly 
ploughed some of their tak-
ings back towards developing 
the schools they consider 
their property.

Parents have been compelled 
to pay extra levies to buy 
vehicles for the schools and, 
in many cases to construct 
new buildings, a scenario that 
makes them partners with the 
responsible authorities. If this 
point is considered with the 
seriousness it deserves, priva-
tisation is an open fraud.

The Church collects tithes 
from its congregants, and 
we have never heard of such 
tithes being invested in the 
development of the schools 
the churches want to priva-
tise, so the development of 
mission schools comes from 
people of diverse religious 
and cultural persuasions.

The possible gains of privati-
sation also need to be interro-
gated. With the escalation of 
fees, enrollments are likely to 

plummet. A school that once 
enrolled 1 000 learners may 
end up enrolling 200. Let the 
reader understand.

There are already many pri-
vate schools that have made 
their mark in the education 
system, and our mission 
schools will have to compete 
for clients with the estab-
lished giants.

Given the current economic 
situation, our schools will be 
competing for clients from a 
tiny segment of the popula-
tion.

 The reputation of some 
mission schools will suffer a 
decline because shifting from 
the intellectual bottleneck, 
which saw them enrolling 
only high achievers at Grade 
7, to the financial bottleneck, 
based on the parent’s ability 
to pay will see the intellectu-
al giants turning into mixed 
ability schools.

The privatised schools may 
not retain the most com-
petent of their staff as most 
teachers prefer the security 
that goes with a government 
contract.

But after all, has been said, 
will the privatisation of 
schools allow responsible 
authorities to retain their 
Christian values as the shift in 
their approach towards public 
education seems to place 
monetary gains at the centre 
of the proposed new dispen-
sation?

Nhamo Muchagumisa is an 
English Language and Liter-
ature teacher, and he writes 
from Odzi. He writes in his 
own capacity and can be 
contacted on +263777460162. 
Email him at: muchagumis-
an@gmail.com
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Cake and fanfare as Poket Mobile Mbinga Network makes a 
grand entrance with SA’s cheapest voice and data packages 

Service will allow users 
to buy electricity, play 
lotto, pay DSTV, re-
charge on the go, send 
cross-border groceries 
and transact in the com-
fort of their homes

The Sunday Express

Funerals services provider 
Zororo Phumulani launched 
South Africa’s newest mobile 
virtual network operator 
(MVNO) in Johannesburg 
this week – offering the 
cheapest data and voice 
packages in a unique part-
nership that is backed by 
giants MTN and Cell C.

The Mbinga Network – also 
called Poket Mobile – made 
its grand entrance after 
weeks of trial runs in which 
it was already rolled out to 
Zororo Phumulani sales 
agents and policyholders – 
and offering a range of ser-
vices on app – from grocer-
ies and airtime to airplane 
and bus tickets, electricity, a 
porting facility and service 
in all South African lan-
guages – and also in ChiS-
hona and IsiNdebele.
The new app allows users 
to start and run their own 
mobile businesses, manage 
stock and product offerings, 
juggle with customers, and 
get more earnings with no 
hustle – all right from one’s 
smartphone.

Speaking at the launch, 
former Zororo Phumulani 
CEO Edwin Kane Ander-
son – the brainchild behind 
Mbinga Network – said 
the launch of the MVNO 
network would revolution-
ise data and voice services 
in a market that is already 
dominated by giants in the 
telecommunications sector.
“With data bundles start-
ing from as low as R10 for 
40MB per month, social 
media bundles of 300MB 
at R10, short messaging at 
50c per sms and calls at 66c 
per minute from Mbinga to 
Mbinga – these are the low-
est rates on the market.”

Full report: www.zimba-
bwedigitalexpress.com
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By Aubrey Mavhuli

Do you want write a book - and 
turn your side hobby into a lucra-
tive career on the writer’s circuit?

It’s OK if you don’t want to. Two 
out of every three people run away 
as fast as they can when they are 
asked to write their own story.

But as a newspaper - telling your 
story, drafting it and writing it, and 
putting words together into text - 
is our business. 

Let me tell you of what you are 
saying no to if you are part of 
those who run away from books. 

You are saying no to fame, posteri-
ty and potential to make a fortune.

Let me tell you a secret. Writing a 
book is a great thing to do. 
Shakespeare is alive today in the 
hearts of our schools, universities 
snd theatres because he wrote 
plays that turned into books. All 
that this man wrote are - plays.

One copy of your book can bring 
you thousands. How so? I know of 
some authors who literally don’t 
care if their book actually sells or 

not. Yes its a prestigious CV addi-
tion that elevates your brand in the 
eyes of your prospects. 

But a book - especially a non-fic-
tion one sets you strong and apart 
from your competition or col-
leagues.  Imagine giving away one 
of your books to a would be client 
who rewards you with a speaking 
or training gig worth thousands. 

That’s the kind of power a book 
has - it can be limitless. Imagine 
giving it away at church or at a 
braai. Imagine the journey that the 
book is going to travel.

I am inviting you to the Sunday 
Express online book training ses-
sion. I can promise i won’t waste 
your time. Infact I guarantee your 
satisfaction or your money back.

New writers are joining every 
week. Join me and The Sunday Ex-
press as we show you the route that 
I have taken to write a book in 100 
days and publish it in no time.

Check out poster on the right and 
book now. See news differently. 
 
Read full analysis: www.zimba-
bwedigitalexpress.com

The Sunday Express 100-day online book writing course

Zimbabwe Digital 
Express Online Book 
writing course with 

Coach: Aubrey Mavhuli 
Success is Do It Yourself

The Covid-19 pandemic has changed our lives 
forever. Many people have rediscovered their hid-

den talents and skills. Others have turned their free 
time, expression and hobbies into home business-
es. Cash is hard to come by, and those who survive 

are those who are maximising their talents and 
story-telling skills into lucrative careers. 

How about you learn how to write your own sto-
ry and publish your own book with The Sunday 

Express in 100 days? The most important response 
to this question is: Its OK if you don’t want to write 

your own story about your own hobby, sport, 
business or hustle or ideas. 

Don’t read further

ExpressDigital
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Writing your book is eas-
ier if you have a plan that 
fits your downtime

By Aubrey Mavhuli

I met a friend last week. She 
is super smart wo man and 
has a bubbly loud voice. She 
drops more words in a minute 
than a thesaurus and a canary.

She is an expert in her fields 
of work. Her employers agree. 
And in turn they happily re-
ward her for her expertise.
 
I made a subtle suggestion 
to her. “Why don’t you write 
a book?” She looked at me 
like someone who had seen a 
living ghost. For the first time 
since I have known her, she 
was at a loss for words. I
must have really hit a nerve.

All the bubbly confidence 
seemed to disappear in a hur-
ry. It was the kind of awkward 
moment.

“Me!” She said pointing at 
herself with all her four right-
hand fingers.

The little almost insignifi-
cant situation with my friend 
proved a few things to me.

Most people underrate them-
selves. There is a saying that is 
attributed to Bill Gates: “Most 
people overestimate what 
they can do in one year and 
underestimate what they can 
do in ten years.” Most people 
no matter how smart they are, 
are terrified of writing a book. 
Writing a book often seems 
a mystery. All mysteries are 
hard.

 Without a plan all things are 
hard

Writing a book is easy if you 
have a plan that works and 
fits around your downtime. A 
book-writing plan takes away 
your mystery.

One of my own personal 
mentors Brian Tracy has writ-
ten 80 books, four of which 
he normally writes in a year. 
My other mentor Bob Bly 
has written 100 books which 
goes to show it is very much 
possible for you as well.

Challenge yourself

I am publishing a mini-
mum of two books this year, 
its not a fact but my own 
challenge to myself. I
am dusting off my own col-
lection of poems and bringing 
out of the darkness of cup-
boards and
bringing it to the light. There 
is no point in trying to write a 
book. Writers write.

 Don’t try commit

Eventually my friend said to 
me “I will try” to write one. 
But I was blunt with her: “You 
won’t. You see my friend if 
you say you want to do some-
thing and say you will try 
know this for sure, you won’t.” 
There is a great difference be-
tween saying you will try and 
really trying.

Those who really try do not 
say, they simply commit 
and do and those who say will 
try, never try. It is the paradox 
of life.

Most people overate the pro-
cess of writing and publishing 
a book. Ands complicate it 
with over thinking it.

Henry Ford said, “Whether 

you think you can, or you 
think you can’t – you’re right.”

Writing a book is an experi-
ence that teaches you disci-
pline. Discipline is universal 
for all success.

The discipline learnt in one 
area of life soon filters to all 
other areas as well.  Set hon-
ourable goals Set goals that 
matter in this life, and none is 
more honourable than a goal 
to write and publish a book.

Brian Tracy outlines 4 great 
reasons why anyone should 
write a book and I have listed 
them below:

1. You get to share your mes-
sage with the world and write 
about something that’s per-
sonally important to you.

2. You can help others im-
prove their lives and live a 
more fulfilled life as well.This 
he calls the
Law of Service.

3. Writing a book is a skill 
you can master. Law of cause 
and effect

4. It’s an instant credibility 
booster that can help fur-
ther your author-rity in any 
industry.

In conclusion I can’t help but 
say writers write doubters 
doubt. I hope you soon find 
out who you are.

Don’t doubt yourself Join the 
writing classes that have start-
ed in earnest with The Sunday 
Express.

 Aubrey Mavhuli is author 
of Success is Do It Yourself. 
Book your spot in the Sunday 
Express Online Book writing 
course today and receive a 
copy of the book.

Mavhuli is author of Market-
ing Sense: An entrepreneur’s 
marketing guide that brings 
results and chief copywriter 
and marketing consultant at 
SuperValueCopy.com.

He is a serial entrepreneur 
who runs a copywriting and 
marketing consultancy, solar 
installations company, an 
Ecocash shop, and a mixed 
farm in Gauteng.

He is a motivational speaker 
and trainer on marketing, 
copywriting, sales, leadership, 
and success. Email: aubrey@
supervaluecopy.com

There is a book in every 
one of us - if not many. 

But you need to be 
disciplined first
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What is it like to be a 
Mbinga with Poket 
Mobile

Call with the lowest rate of 69c 
per minute

Enjoy fast affordable data at low 
cost

Keep your existing number 
when you port to Poket Mobile

Coverage across South Africa
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By Reuters

Prices of goods in Zim-
babwe are spiraling again, 
threatening to halt a decline 
in consumer inflation, after 
authorities last week forced 
businesses to stop quoting 
prices in US dollars in a bid 
to encourage more use of the 
faltering local currency.

Despite the re-introduction of 
the Zimbabwe dollar in 2019, 
most businesses have been 
charging in U.S. dollars, with 

customers having an option 
to pay using local money at 
rates higher than the official 
exchange rate.

After losing their pensions 
and savings during a decade 
of hyperinflation to 2009, 
Zimbabweans prefer using 
the greenback to their own 
currency.

The government issued reg-
ulations on Friday making it 
mandatory to quote prices in 
the local currency, with pay-

ment in dollars offered as an 
option using the official rate.

This has seen prices of goods 
from groceries to building 
materials go up, and more so 
in U.S. dollars, all of which 
risks pushing up inflation, 
which slowed to 162% in May 
from a decade high of 838% 
last July.

For goods that cost 10,000 
Zimbabwe dollars last week, 
a customer could pay $83.33 
because shops used a weak-

er exchange rate of 120 per 
dollar. This week, a customer 
needed $111.90 for the same 
goods using the official ex-
change rate. The government 
said companies were buying 
dollars at the official foreign 
currency auction but pricing 
their goods using black mar-
ket rates.

But the auction has not been 
able to meet demand, forcing 
businesses to source all or a 
portion of their forex on the 
black market. The Zimba-

bwe dollar trades at 84 to the 
greenback compared with 
between 120 and 135 on the 
black market.

Harare resident Justin Pareh-
wa, who is building a house, 
said he had been quoted 
$3,350 for roofing material 
last week but when he re-
turned to pay on Monday the 
price had gone up to $3,975.

“I do not have that extra 
money. This has ruined my 
plans,” he said.

Zimbabwe prices increase after government orders stop to pricing in US dollars

Mbinga Mobile Comes to 
South Africa
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By KickOff

Kaizer Chiefs booked a spot 
in the top eight bracket in the 
DStv Premiership with a 1-0 
win over TS Galaxy on Satur-
day afternoon.

Arthur Zwane rewarded 
Nkosingiphile Ngcobo for his 
impact off the bench in their 
midweek victory over Golden 
Arrows, with Kearyn Baccus 
sacrificed.

Galaxy applied the early 
pressure on the Amakhosi 
with balls to Mxolisi Macu-
phu forcing the visiting side 
to sit and defend into their 
own half soon after Masilake 
Phohlongo closed in with a 
strike.

The Amakhosi would draw 
first blood four minutes to the 
half-hour mark when Samir 
Nurkovic met a long throw-in 
into the area to head into the 
bottom-corner.

Chiefs nearly surrendered the 
lead with 33 minutes played 
from a low cross on the right-
side by Galaxy to Macuphu, 
but Reeve Frosler cleared.

The Soweto giants were put 
under more strain by the 
Rockets as halftime closed in, 
but were able to hold on and 
head into the break ahead.

A substitution ahead of the 
second half from Galaxy saw 
Mlungisi Mbunjana intro-
duced in the place of Ethan 
Brooks.

Nurkovic was moments 
away to a brace just from 
the resumption off a supply 

by Ngcobo, but the Serbian 
forward went inches wide of 
the mark.

Chiefs looked for a penalty 
within the midway period of 
the second half after Lebo-
gang Manyama went down 
crashing in the area, but it 
was waved away.

The Amakhosi should’ve 
made it two in the last ten 
minutes when Nurkovic 

broke free out wide to play in 
Ngcobo, but the latter missed 
with the goal gaping.

Galaxy came close to draw 
level with a long-range shot 
from Sihle Ndluli late on, 
but goalkeeper Bruce Bvuma 
palmed away to help Chiefs 
into the top eight ahead of the 
Rockets.

Kaizer Chiefs rescued some-
thing from their miserable 

2020-21 DStv Premiership 
season by beating TS Galaxy 
1-0 in their final match at 
Mbombela Stadium and end 
eighth.

Nurkovic’s strike earned 
Chiefs’ caretaker coaches 
Zwane and Dillon Sheppard 
their second win in succes-
sion following a 3-2 victory 
against Golden Arrows on 
Wednesday. Before Gavin 
Hunt was fired on Friday Am-

akhosi had won twice in 16 
league games.

A top eight place, as Chiefs 
(36 points, -3 goal difference) 
leapfrogged Galaxy (36, -2) in 
the battle for eighth, salvage 
some pride from a poor 2020-
21 for the Soweto giants, and 
there is still the Caf Champi-
ons League semifinal against 
Wydad Casablanca to be 
played.

Kaizer Chiefs in tight squeeze into the Top-Eight, 
thanks to Samir Nurkovic first half strike
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Manchester City centre-back 
named footballer of the season
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All hail: King Ruben Dias
By BBC and The42

Manchester City defender 
Ruben Dias and boss Pep 
Guardiola have been voted 
the Premier League’s player 
and manager of the year for 
2020-21 respectively.

The 24-year-old Portugal 
international played a crucial 
role in City’s title-winning 
campaign after joining from 
Benfica in September, as well 
as helping Pep Guardiola’s 
men claim the Carabao Cup 
and reach the Champions 
League final.

In 32 league appearances, 
Dias contributed to 15 clean 
sheets, made 35 interceptions, 
24 tackles, 23 blocks and 135 
recoveries.

Last month he was named the 
Football Writers’ Association’s 
Footballer of the Year, and 
he is among the Profession-
al Footballers’ Association’s 
player of the year nominees.

The nominees Dias beat to 
take the Premier League 
award were his City team-
mate Kevin De Bruyne, 
who won it last year, Bruno 
Fernandes, Jack Grealish, 
Harry Kane, Mason Mount, 
Mohamed Salah and Tomas 
Soucek.

A public vote was com-
bined with those of the 20 
club captains and a panel of 
football experts to determine 
the winner. Dias is the fourth 
defender to take the award, 
emulating Nemanja Vidic, 
former City captain Vincent 
Kompany and Virgil Van 
Dijk.

Guardiola, whose side fin-
ished 12 points clear of 
second-placed Manchester 
United, wins the managerial 
award for a third time, having 
also done so on the other two 
occasions he guided City to 

the Premier League title, in 
2017-18 and 2018-19.
The other nominees were 
United boss Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer, Leicester’s Brendan 
Rodgers, West Ham’s David 
Moyes and Leeds’ Marcelo 
Bielsa.

The Portuguese international 
was influential in central de-
fence as City won a third title 
in four years.

He was named men’s football-
er of the year by the Football 
Writers’ Association in May.
City boss Guardiola was 
named Premier League 
manager of the season for the 

third time in four years.

Tottenham’s Erik Lamela was 
awarded Premier League goal 
of the season for his ‘rabona’ 
finish in the north London 
derby defeat at Arsenal in 
March.
Dias,signed from Benfica for 
about £65m last September, 
made 32 league appearances 
for his club over the season, 
playing a part in 15 clean 
sheets.

They won 23 of the league 
matches Dias played, as they 
also won the Carabao Cup 
and finished as runners-up in 
the Champions League.

The player of the year award 
winner was decided by votes 
from the public on the EA 
Sports website, combined 
with those of the 20 Premier 
League club captains and a 
panel of football experts.

The other nominees were 
Manchester City’s Kevin de 
Bruyne, Tottenham’s Golden 
Boot winner Harry Kane, 
Manchester United’s Bru-
no Fernandes, Liverpool’s 
Mohamed Salah, Chelsea’s 
Mason Mount, West Ham’s 
Tomas Soucek and Aston Vil-
la captain Jack Grealish.

Dias was also named in the 
Professional Footballers 
Association’s (PFA) Premier 
League Team of the Year, and 
is in contention to win the 
PFA Player of the Year award, 
which is announced on Sun-
day.

Guardiola beat fellow nom-
inees Marcelo Bielsa, David 
Moyes, Brendan Rodgers and 
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer to the 
manager award, with public 
votes combined with those of 
a panel of football experts.

Having received the award 
in his two previous title-win-
ning campaigns, 2017-18 and 
2018-19, the City manager’s 
third win moves him level 
with Arsene Wenger and Jose 
Mourinho. Only Sir Alex 
Ferguson has won it on more 
occasions - 11 in total.
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