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Low voter turnout in South Africa’s local government elections: 
But Ruling African National Congress Still Calling The Shots
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By Sheillah Mapani

This week top news is that 
voter turnout in South Af-
rica’s municipal elections 
slumped - potentially means 
reduced support for the rul-
ing African National Con-
gress - but also all the other 
political parties that contest-
ed.

About 8 million people cast 
their ballots by 5 pm on 
Monday out of a total of 26.2 
million registered voters. That 
suggests turnout was about 
31% four hours before polls 
closed, compared with 58% in 
the last local-government poll 
in 2016. 

A low turnout in which only 
27% of registered voters cast 
their ballots may result in the 
ANC’s share of the nation-
al vote falling to 39%, from 
54% in 2016, according to 
a poll conducted by Johan-
nesburg-based broadcaster 
eNCA and research company 
Ipsos. 

The scenario would favor 
the opposition Democratic 
Alliance and the populist 
Economic Freedom Fighters, 
whose shares could rise to 
32% and 13%, from 26.9% 
and 8.2% respectively in the 
previous election, the survey 
showed. 
 
Over 26 million people had 

The Week 
That Was With 

Sheilla
Mapani

registered to vote in the South 
African sixth round of local 
government elections since 
the 1994 election that ended 
the white minority rule -
and these elections decides 
who controls cities and towns 
across the country.

 The Independent Electoral 
Commission (IEC) Chair-
person - Glen Mashinini says 
over 99% of voting stations 
opened on time – with some 
glitches also reported - as 19 
polling stations in Eastern 
Cape province and 20 others 
in KwaZulu Natal failed to 
open on time because of
community protests - but 3.5 
million people had managed 
to vote by midday yesterday.

 However - basing on a few 
survey conducted from 
yesterdays voting - President 
Cyril Ramaphosa remains 
popular after mobilising gov-
ernment grants that prevent-
ed Covid -19 from
becoming a hunger crisis 
- but lasting poverty - crum-
bling infrastructure and 
nearly a third of
workers unemployed mean 
some voters have lost patience 
with the party that has ruled 

for 27 years.

Other parties on the contest 
include the Economic Free-
dom Fighters (EFF) - a
Marxist group of former ANC 
youth leader Julius Malema 
- and ActionSA - Mashaba’s 
party who has been brand-
ed a xenophobe because of 
his populist rhetoric against 
illegal immigrants - which he 
says has been misunderstood 
but refuses to tone down.

In other news this week - 
British Prime Minister - Boris 
Johnson warns that France 
may be violating the terms 
of the post-Brexit trade deal 
as the countries argues over 
fishing rights.
 
Fishing Rights 

 On the other hand - France 
has also accused the UK of 
wrongly denying licenses to 
its boats - while Britain insists 
it is fairly upholding the rules 
of their post-Brexit settle-
ment. 
 UK Prime Minister Boris 
Johnson warned that France 
may already be violating the 
terms of the post-Brexit trade 
deal and hinted at retaliation 

if Paris refuses to back down 
in a dispute over fishing 
rights.  However - the disa-
greement centers on access 
to British fishing waters as 
France accuses the UK of 
wrongly denying licenses to 
its boats - while Britain insists 
it is fairly upholding the rules 
of their post-Brexit settle-
ment.

 However - Johnson’s official 
spokesman Max Blain later 
clarified the comments - 
saying France would only be 
in breach if it actually took 
retaliatory action against the 
United Kingdom.

 However - it is the second in-
ternational summit this year 
where Johnson and Macron 
have been embroiled in a dis-
pute over the UK’s post-Brexit 
relationship with the Europe-
an Union as
they were again in another 
argument in June this year.

 Britain is trying to find its 
feet in Post-Brexit conditions 
- and a shortage of tanker 
drivers last in recent weeks 
sparked fears of petrol pumps 
running dry, triggering 
panic-buying fears of goods 

shortage as a knock-on effect 
of grounded trucks. In other 
news - the Zimbabwe Na-
tional Geospatial and Space 
Agency (ZINGSA) has signed 
a memorandum of associa-
tion with Russia&#39;s space 
corporation Roscosmos - 
creating the
basis for collaboration in the 
field of remote sensing of the 
earth and in training space 
industry personnel.

 The agreement was signed in 
Moscow by Deputy Minister 
of Higher and Tertiary Edu-
cation - Innovation - Science 
and Technological Develop-
ment - Reymore Machingura 
- who was accompanied by 
ZINGSA acting director Pi-
anos Gweme and Roscosmos 
deputy director general
Oled Frolov.

 During the meeting - the 
parties discussed the perspec-
tives of the Russian - zim-
babwean cooperation in the 
field of earth remote sensing 
from space and training spe-
cialists for the space industry 
- and it resulted in the signing 
of memorandum of under-
standing between Roscosmos
and ZINGSA.
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The Zimbabwean economy 
has continued to experience 
turbulence, despite having 
managed to weather a devas-
tating spell of hyperinflation 
which peaked in 2008.

 
By Tapiwa Chagonda 
  
One economic area which has 
remained a thorn in the flesh 
for ordinary Zimbabweans 
has been the volatile currency. 
The country has struggled to 
sustain a stable currency. 

The Zimbabwean dollar 
(ZWD) was the official cur-
rency of Zimbabwe between 
1980 and 2009. In the wake of 
hyperinflation, in 2009, it was 
retired and the country tran-
sitioned to a basket of mostly 
regional but also some global 
currencies.

In early 2019, the multiple 
currency regime was replaced 
by a new currency which was 
renamed the Zimbabwe dol-
lar by Reserve Bank of Zim-
babwe. It is now the only legal 
form of tender in the country.

The implication of Zimba-
bwe’s currency woes has been 
that the foreign exchange rate 
has continued to be large-
ly determined by a parallel 
market. This has its deep 
roots in speculative activities 
that were rife during the years 
of hyperinflation and which 
have persisted.

Pricing of goods has, thus, 
continued being dictated by 
the parallel market and for-
eign currency has remained 
in short supply. Speculators 
continue to engage in activi-
ties that rake in quick profits, 
at the expense of the economy 
and Zimbabweans. Specula-
tors include influential politi-
cal figures, big businesses and 
ordinary individuals.

In a bid to stabilise Zimba-
bwe’s currency volatility chal-
lenges and ease shortages of 

Zimbabwe Needs More 
Than Just Leadership: 
It Needs Ethics As well

foreign currency, the Reserve 
Bank of Zimbabwe intro-
duced the foreign exchange 
auction system in June 2020. 
But this didn’t liberalise the 
foreign currency market, as 
the bank has interfered in 
the auction in an attempt to 
control the exchange rate.

In my view economic reforms 
alone cannot end the coun-
try’s economic crisis. Instead 
of more economic interven-
tions, Zimbabwean society 
needs to self-introspect and 
assist in re-setting the coun-
try’s ethical compass.

I am arguing for this ap-
proach from a sociological 
perspective of ethics. My 
doctorate focused on the 
response of the working class 
in the capital Harare to Zim-
babwe’s hyperinflation and 
political crisis in the 2000s. 
One of my key findings was 
that a lot of workers’ ethical 

principles had been eroded by 
hyperinflation which required 
a repertoire of survivalist 
responses. These sometimes 
bordered on corruption and 
speculative activities. In addi-
tion, in my current academic 
role I’ve had to grapple with 
the concept of ethics, not only 
from a research perspective, 
but also from a broader soci-
etal perspective, since it acts 
as the moral compass that 
guides our behaviour. 

Being an ethics pupil has 
made me re-visit my thesis on 
Zimbabwe’s unending eco-
nomic crisis, in addition to 
proffering possible solutions 
to this perpetual challenge.

Ethical regeneration of Zim-
babwe
To keep pace with hyperin-
flation, a lot of Zimbabweans 
had to engage in specula-
tive activities. This relied 
on hoarding commodities 

which were in short supply in 
the 2000s. They would often 
re-sell these at inflated prices 
on the parallel market. This 
meant that prices of goods 
continued to spiral, with 
speculators making a quick 
buck.

This behaviour of making 
quick money through specu-
lation appears to have become 
ingrained in Zimbabwean 
society’s social fabric. Foreign 
currency traders have contin-
ued to operate a parallel for-
eign currency market, despite 
the taming of hyperinflation. 
In some instances they act 
on behalf of business and top 
politicians.

To eradicate the cancerous 
scourge of speculative behav-
iour, Zimbabwean society will 
have to also rely on societal 
ethical values as happened 
successfully in Asian coun-
tries such as China, Taiwan 

Catch The Sunday Express Current Affairs 
News Show: Jit TV: Channel 120 StarSat 

36 Countries On The Continent, 
48 million households: See News Differently

and Singapore. These coun-
tries blended Confucianism 
ethics with business practices.

Confucian ethics dictates 
hierarchical relationships and 
an identification with social 
rules. It also emphasises ‘self 
control of individuals’ in 
their conduct. If this value of 
discipline and good conduct 
were exercised in Zimbabwe’s 
business ethics, the country’s 
economic fortunes might 
change for the better.

What’s needed

To kick-start the much need-
ed ethical regeneration of 
Zimbabwean society political 
leaders need to take the lead 
in the fight against corrupt 
and speculative activities.

Rhetoric that purports to cas-
tigate corruption and putting 
in place economic measures 
to alleviate Zimbabwe’s mon-
etary woes, will not suffice.

A Thomas Sankara kind of 
ethical leadership is what’s 
needed. Sankara, the Presi-
dent of Burkina Faso between 
1983 and 1987 enforced a rule 
that the country’s political 
leaders publicly declare their 
financial assets and wealth be-
fore being sworn into office.

Another good model is the 
US’s approach to asset decla-
rations by politicians. It forces 
transparency and ability of 
civil society to have these 
asset declarations audited. 
Transparency International 
argues that such ethical prac-
tice enables citizens to hold 
politicians accountable.

Tapiwa Chagonda, Associ-
ate Professor of Sociology & 
Director of the Centre for 
Data Ethics at the Institute for 
Intelligent Systems, University 
of Johannesburg. This analysis 
was published by The Conver-
sation. Read the full analysis 
on www.zimbabwedigitalex-
press.com
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 This week we begin the 
process of selling The Sunday 
Express to the many people 
– writers, strategists, com-
mentators, analysts, deci-
sion-makers, opinion leaders 
– and all those who dare to 
See News Differently – every 
week.

The Sunday Express owes 
a lot to all those who assist 
our readers, followers, fans, 
stakeholders and subscribers 
– and the time has come for 
us to give back to the news 
communities who shape, 
engage and set the agenda on 
the digital newspaper – and 
on the Zim-SA communities 
throughout the world.

Ours has been a quasi-public 
mandate to inform, educate 
and entertain – and as such 

we are selling – this newspa-
per – yes: selling as in saying; 
henceforth: The Sunday Ex-
press – all four editions – will 
now be sold as a premium 
product that you can buy, pay 
for, and do whatever you want 

with your newspaper.
By acquiring your subscrip-
tion – you – our forerunners 
at The Sunday Express Sub-
scriber Edition will exercise 
the first option to become 
signed up subscribers in the 

pilot project that rolls out on 
November 1 – and you will 
be the first group of peo-
ple to grab your subscriber 
copies – and test out the DSE 
subscription services – com-
plete with products, services, 
promotions, merchandise and 
amazing readers rewards with 
our partners and groups of 
companies.

 It is a strategic move on our 
– and your side – you derive 
the full value out of The Sun-
day Express and its 5 million 
readers a month on multiple 
platforms – and you get the 
opportunity to shape the di-
rection of the newspaper, but 
also the national discourse of 
the Zim diaspora – in more 

ways than currently available.

So check out the cover price 
that we have included on the 
COVER of DSE this week 
– and prepare to claim your 
stake in this newspaper – and 
for the future.

Our subscriptions will be 
rolled out on a R12.50 / $1 
(per copy per week)  for all 
new subscriptions – this for 
you (the readers) to receive 
four newspapers per month at 
R49 discounted (T&Cs).

It is a pilot project to be rolled 
out throughout what remains 
of October, and right through 
November and during the 
whole festive season.

The complete subscriber val-
ue pack will be consolidated 
in February 2022 – so worry 
not – we will guide you every 
step of the way in which The 
Sunday Express will unlock 
all the value that has been in 
the Sunday Express thus far – 
and hand it over to you (the 
reader) on a silver platter.

Join The Money Revolution with Mumba Money: 
The easiest way to send and receive money in and around South 

Africa and Zimbabwe. Bitcoin Automated Teller Machine now 
available in Victoria Falls, and Johannesburg
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Jay-Z Is On Instagram... No He is Not

Music Mogul Deletes Social Media Account in 24 hoursAnd 

By Complex.com and Vulture 
 
Now you see him. Now you 
don’t.  

Indeed, after gaining more 
than 2 million followers in 
24 hours after his account’s 
grand opening, the brief 
presence of the Roc Na-
tion founder on the Face-
book-owned social media 
platform came to a grand 
closing - as fast as it came. He 
was notably the only person 
ever followed by Beyoncé.

The recent Rock & Roll Hall 
of Fame inductee had already 
amassed nearly 900 000 fol-
lowers i less than 1o hours - a 
number that was set to reach 

2 million - and grow multiple 
times within weeks. Why not? 
He is the only person that the 
rapper and mogul was fol-
lowed on the account by his 
wife - Beyoncé. Jay is also the 
only person that Beyoncé is 
following on IG. Jay-Z’s first 
post to his new account sees 
him plugging Netflix’s The 
Harder They Fall film. 

The movie, which Jay is a 
co-producer on, was directed 
by Jeymes Samuel. It stars 
Jonathan Majors, Idris Elba, 
Zazie Beetz, Regina King, 
Lakeith Stanfield, Delroy Lin-
do, Deon Cole, and others. 

Hov also uploaded an IG 
Story featuring a premiere 

countdown clock for the film. 
The movie is set to be availa-
ble on the streamer in just a 
few hours.
But it if you were wondering, 
it doesn’t look like it’s the first 
time that Jay-Z has joined IG. 
Back in 2015, the New York 
Daily news reported that the 
Brooklyn rapper joined the 
social media platform, posted 
a Michael Jackson tribute, and 
then deleted his unverified 
account a few hours later.

Although he hasn’t been on 
Instagram, Jay has had a Twit-
ter account since 2008. Only 
time will tell if Jay will be ac-
tive on IG or just occasionally 
post updates here and there as 
he does on his Twitter page.

Well, it was good while it last-
ed. Jay-Z is no longer the first 
person followed by Beyoncé 
on Instagram because, well, 
Jay-Z is no longer on Insta-
gram. A day after making 
an account to promote The 
Harder They Fall, the Netflix 
Western he produced, Jay has 
already deleted his account — 
and sent his wife’s following 
count back down to zero.

Jay-Z has accomplished a lot 
this week, but being followed 
by Queen B on Instagram is 
probably at the top of the list. 

Beyoncé’s husband created his 
Instagram account Tuesday 
night to promote h The Hard-
er They Fall, which premiered 

on Netflix this week. His first 
main post and IG story fea-
ture the promotional poster 
for the film starring Jonathan 
Majors (who’s also hosting 
SNL next week). J

Jay-Z recently teamed up 
with Kid Cudi for the song 
“Guns Go Bang” for the 
feature film. The film was 
directed by Jeymes Samuel, 
who also wrote the script 
alongside Boaz Yakin. Vulture 
has begun its annual Oscar 
Predictions, which currently 
features LaKeith Stanfield as 
a contender for Best Support-
ing Actor in The Harder They 
Fall. Maybe after an Oscar 
win, Bey will follow him on 
IG too.
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Ethiopia's military calls on 
former members to rejoin 
army as rebels advance on 
capital

By David McKenzie, CNN

The crisis in Ethiopia has 
deepened to dworse levels 
than ever this week. Here's 
what's happening. 

Ethiopia's military is calling 
on veterans to rejoin the army 
as two aligned rebel groups 
threaten the capital, marking 
the latest sign the government 
is marshaling its power to 
defend Addis Ababa.

It comes as a new state of 
emergency allows broad pow-
ers of arrest and conscription 
for Ethiopians over the age 
of 18. The moves contrast 
with the government's pub-
lic statements that coverage 
of the conflict - that has left 
thousands dead and displaced 
more than 2 million - is 
"alarmist."
Ethiopia's Defense Force's 

call for volunteers is aimed at 
military veterans aged under 
the age of 55, officers no older 
than 60 and commanding 
officers under 64, who will 
take a "stand against the 
rebel advance," according to 
a statement on the military's 
official Facebook page.

State media echoed the offi-
cial military appeal this week, 
calling on former military 
members in good physical 
and mental health to report 
locally to return to duty, ac-
cording to state-run Fana TV. 

The return to arms is volun-
tary and involves a two-week 
registration period, it said.
The military's call comes after 
nine groups opposing the 
government - a broad coa-
lition of armed groups and 
political actors representing 
different regional and ethnic 
interests -- formed a new alli-
ance this week "in response to 
the scores of crises facing the 
country" and to fight against 
the "genocidal regime of Ethi-

opia," according to a state-
ment issued by organisers.

The bloc, called the United 
Front of Ethiopian Federalist 
and Confederalist Forces, said 
that it no longer recognized 
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed's 
government as legitimate and 
would seek to establish transi-
tional arrangements, striving 
toward a democratic future.

The alliance includes fight-
ers loyal to Tigray's former 
ruling party that once domi-
nated the country, the Tigray 
People's Liberation Front 
(TPLF) - known as the Tigray 
Defense Forces (TDF) - who 
have been battling Ethiopia's 
military since Abiy ordered 
an offensive in the country's 
northern region last year.

On Friday, the government 
called the moves a "publici-
ty stunt" and said several of 
those included have limited 
support on the ground in the 
country.
The TPLF have been pushing 

the front line further south 
from Tigray for months, and 
have allied with the Oromo 
Liberation Army (OLA), a 
rebel group fighting for the 
rights of people from Oromia, 
Ethiopia's most populous 
region. Over the last week, re-
bels claim to have taken three 
towns outside of the Tigray 
region, including Dessie and 
Kombolcha, two key towns 
on the road to the capital, 
raising concerns among Ethi-
opia's leaders that the capital 
could fall. 
As the rebel fighters push to-
wards Addis Ababa, govern-
ment airstrikes on Tigrayan 
towns including the regional 
capital, Mekelle, have inten-
sified, with Abiy pledging to 
bury his government's ene-
mies "with our blood."

In a Facebook post on Sun-
day, Abiy urged citizens to 
take up arms and fight the 
Tigrayan forces. "Our people 
should march ... with any 
weapon and resources they 
have to defend, repulse and 

bury the terrorist TPLF."

The inflammatory post was 
later taken down by Facebook 
for inciting violence.

This week Abiy struck a dif-
ferent tone, saying in a tweet: 
"A nation of great potential 
and immense cultural, histor-
ic and national wealth, #Ethi-
opia will persevere through 
our current challenges. In 
unwavering unity we will 
remain on our path towards 
greater heights. #Resiliently-
Onwards."

OLA spokesperson Odaa 
Tarbii told reporters that joint 
rebel fighters were still "weeks 
to months" away from taking 
the capital. The question of 
entering the capital city is 
"purely based on what hap-
pens if it comes to negotia-
tions," with the federal gov-
ernment, Odaa said, adding 
that the group hopes to avoid 
a direct military conflict in 
the densely populated city. - 
CNN

Ethiopia In Grave Danger Of Full Scale War

For all your advertising and marketing on The Sunday Express and  www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com. Text  083 476 7918

Prime Minister Ahmed Tells Residents to Arm Themselves... And Fight
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Re-Imagining How We 
Work, And Building The 
Capacity For It: FoReal HR 
Services Series

By Baptista Sarah Gebu

 Hello Zimbabwe
This week – after a few 
months away – I am back in 
the corridors of the Sunday 
Express digital newspaper 
– and hap[py to be connect-
ing to everyone here – from 
Accra, Ghana

On my return my topic this 
week is that Covid-19 may 
not be as big news in Novem-
ber as it was earlier in the 
year – but its effects will last 
longer than you think. We 
need to start learning to know 
how to live with it- and its 
effects – as a flu. This too shall 
pass. Let’s start imagining 
then how work is going to be 
for us all post covid-19.

The way in which a process or 
event develops over a period 
of time will be the trajectory.
The trajectory of jobs, skills, 
and other workforce trends 
in the COVID-19 recovery 
agenda will cause us to re-im-
agine work and workforce 
trends. “Reimagining work is 
a cross-functional, top-team 
decision-making process”.

Capacity Building

Let us re-imagine the future 
of capacity building for the 
start. How have we been 
managing capacity-building 
programs over the period? 
The trend could be changing. 
This is because, the future 
capacity building as a form 
of learning will become more 
technology–enabled, cus-
tom-made and purposeful 
as we try to learn new skills 
to enable us adjust, fit in or 
recreate the ideal new future 
for ourselves.

 The future of learning could 
see a departure from event 
–based learning where we 

gather people and institutions 
at special times and period 
for group learning activities.

For the future, as many up-
skills or reskill, the focus 
will be shifting to create that 
enabling environment that 
will support custom-made 
and purposeful learning to be 
reinforced by technology.

As a prolong activity offer-
ing maximum benefits over 
a long period of time, the 
changing nature of work, 
work systems and elements 
will cause us to individually 
plan our capacity building 
needs and schedules just as 
most do with gym (exercise) 
needs. Its tailor based to your 
needs and flexible schedule.

Prior to covid-19, remote 
learning wasn’t so appreci-
ated by many. I remember, 
encouraging a colleague to 
register to undertake a remote 
long distance learning vir-

tually. The perception at the 
time was that, quality could 
be comprise and connectiv-
ity challenges could affect 
access and increase the total 
cost. Many also considered 
networking opportunities to 
be too remote and not accept-
able. Interestingly enough, 
all these perceived challenges 
have rather supported and 
promoted remote learning 
for now except for connec-
tivity challenges which is a 
real issue for most African 
countries to rub their heads 
around.

Customer Service Jobs
 
Re-imaging customer ser-
vice jobs post covid-19, it is 
common knowledge now to 
know that robots are sup-
porting and taking over many 
customer services jobs. As a 
business model, companies 
outsource their customer 
service needs. For the future, 
operators in that industry 
may have to rethink of viable 
business solutions as they 
risk sharing those space with 
robots.

 At our banks, hospitals, 
restaurants and with within 
our telecommunication space 
just to mention but a few; 
robots and technology are 
taking over customer service 
functions. Meaning individ-
ual professionals must learn 

to up-skill or reskill or shift to 
other industry with the right 
skill sets. Demand for basic 
office work – Administrative 
and book-keeping
Same will go for our demand 
for basic office work and 
administrative functions. 
There will be decline. Apps 
and tech-tools will support 
the management of simple 
routine basic administrative 
work.

If you are a student learn-
ing how to be a professional 
administrator you may want 
to re-think the future and 
realign so that by the time 
you graduate the certificate 
you possess will be relevant 
for you in the job market. 
Basic book-keeping work will 
equally be affected. Be agile.

Healthcare, TVET and STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engi-
neering &amp; Mathematics)
Though many jobs will de-
cline we also expect growth 
in healthcare, STEM [science, 
technology, engineering, and 
mathematics], management 
and creative arts. People in 
occupations at risk of lower 
demand might consider mov-
ing to one of those growth 
areas—but that requires a big 
step-up in skills. People need 
opportunities to switch ca-
reers and learn different skills.

In some instances, that will 

Re-Imagining How We Work, And Building The Capacity 
require businesses to help 
retrain workers. It will require 
educational institutions to re-
think how we prepare young 
people for the workforce and 
the need for technical skills 
or credentials, if not a college 
degree. Our institutions of 
learning and universities may 
have to rethink and move 
away from dishing out the 
usual marketing, accounting 
and social sciences degrees. 
Though needed, the trends 
show STEM and TVET are 
gradually gaining momen-
tum.

For Technical Vocation-
al Education and Training 
(TVET), governments must 
put in place long-term strate-
gic plans (5-10years) on how 
the country can remodel and 
rebrand that sector for attrac-
tiveness and efficiency.

Education seems to have two 
sides. One will decline and 
the other will grow. Online 
schooling – remote school-
ing will grow but not across 
board. For instance, adult 
learning still in line with 
capacity building as discussed 
earlier will grow. For easy 
retention, access to virtual 
video and link will encour-
age custom-made structured 
learning. 
 
Baptista is the CEO of FoReal 
HR Services. Building a team 
of efficient & effective work-
force is her business. Affect-
ing lives is her calling! She is 
a Hybrid Professional, HR 
Generalist, strategic plan-
ner, innovative, professional 
connector and a motivator. 
You can reach her via e-mail 
on hello@forealhrservices.
com or visit the website: www.
forealhrservices.com for your 
training or conference talks. 
You can follow this conversa-
tion on our social media pages 
Facebook / LinkedIn/ Twit-
ter / Instagram: FoReal HR 
Services. Call or WhatsApp: 
+233(0)262213313. Follow the 
hashtag
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Let’s Talk About Health 
Matters: Breast Cancer 
Awareness Starts With A 
Few Checkpoints

By Dr T W Ngwenya 
Changamire

While breast cancer aware-
ness month ended in the 
month of October – none-
theless the fight to end breast 
cancer still continues – and 
the need to raise awareness 
on the importance of breast 
cancer screening remains 
pivotal in the fight to detect 
breast cancer early and save 
lives.

Cancer is a condition where 
cells in the body begin to 
grow and replicate rapidly. 
This abnormal growth in 
cells can affect any part of 
the body. The normal process 
of replication entails that 
cells undergoing replication 
should go through certain 
checkpoints.
 
These checkpoints ensure 
that cells replicate correctly to 
produce normal functioning 
cells. When these checkpoints 
fail, cells begin to replicate 
in a disorganised manner 
leading to cancer. These 
“checkpoints” fail as a result 
of genetic mutation in that 
particular cell, as we continue 
to age these genetic mutations 
are common. Breast cancer is 
an abnormal growth of cells 
in the breast tissue.

The breast tissue itself has 
milk producing glands, ducts 
or passages where the milk 
drains to the nipple, connec-
tive tissue and fatty tissue. 
Breast cancer usually begins 
in the milk producing glands 
or the ducts and then invades 
the surrounding fatty tissues 
and connective tissues.

It continues to spread and 
extend to the lymph nodes 
that surround the breast and 
these are found under the 
armpits. This knowledge is 
crucial because it explains 
why self-breast examination 

and clinical breast examina-
tion includes the breast itself 
and the armpits.

Risk factors for development 
of breast cancer include 
inactivity, poor eating hab-
its, smoking, alcohol use, 
exposure to radiation, being 
pregnant with your first child 
after 30 or never being preg-
nant and postmenopausal 
hormonal therapy. These are 
referred to as modifiable risk 
factors. Non modifiable risk 
factors include being female, 
above the age 40, family his-
tory of breast cancer, personal 
history of breast cancer, early 
menses before the age of 12 
and late menopause.

It’s important to understand 
that attending to the modi-
fiable risk factors alone such 
as eating healthy, exercising 
five times a week, cutting 
out alcohol and cutting out 
smoking will not necessarily 
remove all risk for develop-
ing breast cancer. While it is 
important to take measures 
on reducing the risk  of breast 
cancer by observing the 
lifestyle measures advised it 
is just as important to go for 
screening because of the ge-
netic risk that is still present.

Breast cancer affects both 
men and women. It is the 
leading cause of cancer in 
South African women and 

the second leading cancer in 
women in Zimbabwe

Signs and symptoms of breast 
cancer include a mass or a 
lump in the breast, change in 
the size, colour or appearance 
of the breast which may in-
clude dimpling of the breast, 
change in the structure of 
the nipple, peeling, scaling, 
crusting or flaking or rash 
developing over the of the 
areola which is the pigmented 
area around the nipple.

Other symptoms to look out 
for include swelling of the 
arm or swelling or lump in 
the armpit. Once you see 
these changes visit a doctor 
for a thorough clinical breast 
examination and referral to 

an ultrasound scan or mam-
mogram depending on how 
old you are, your doctor will 
advise.

 Breast cancer screening 
involves monthly self-breast 
examinations, annual clini-
cal breast examinations and 
yearly or 2 yearly imaging 
studies depending on the 
age or individual risk. To be 
able to identify changes to 
the breast one has to practise 
regular self-breast examina-
tion. This is done monthly, 
usually about 1 week after 
your menses.

Self-breast examinations in-
clude inspection of the breast 
while standing in front of a 
mirror initially with hands 

down and then holding hands 
to hips. You then proceed to 
feel your breast either in a cir-
cular motion going outwards 
to inwards going towards 
the nipple or in a sequential 
way going up and down the 
breast with your fingertips, 
then lastly feel the area under 
the armpits for any lumps or 
bumps. 
Then you lie down on the 
bed, back flat and repeat the 
examination of your breast 
trying to feel for any ab-
normalities. These monthly 
examinations are important 
and this is why it is said that 
prevention of breast cancer 
lies in your hands, literally.

If a lump is felt or is detect-
ed or confirmed on imaging 
studies a patient is referred to 
a breast surgeon who will bi-
opsy that lesion, a biopsy will 
confirm whether the lesion is 
cancerous or non-cancerous 
(benign).

Treatment

Breast cancer treatment is 
individualised. This means 
that the treatment options 
offered to you will take into 
consideration the type of 
breast cancer, how far it has 
spread and the underlying 
conditions of the patient. It 
often involves more than one 
type of treatment modality. 
Treatment modalities include 
surgery where the growth or 
entire breast tissue is re-
moved, chemotherapy which 
is the use of drugs to kill and 
shrink the tumour, hormo-
nal therapy which blocks the 
cancer cells from getting the 
hormones required to grow 
and radiation therapy which 
is also used to kill and shrink 
the size of the tumour.

Contact All In 4 Health – Dr 
TW Ngwenya Changamire 
– for General Medical Con-
sultation, Health Screening, 
Medical Check-up, Health Ed-
ucation and Promotion. The 
Glen Marais Shopping Centre, 
57 Veld Street, Glen Marais, 
Kempton park 1619
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Fiction

The splashes of water from 
the puddles under their 
feet sounding like the 
noises of departed spirits 
trailing them
 
By Nhamo Muchagumisa

Chide realised that his death 
agony was going to last longer 
than he had thought. The 
trickles of blood oozing from 
his chest spelt out the certain-
ty of his settling demise, yet it 
hung above him like a heavy, 
dry cloud, ready to sweep 
his soul away once his lungs 
released his last breath.

The last breath was long in 
its coming. Every breath of 
his that had felt like the last 
breath gave way to another 
painful breath and then an-
other, as if the whole process 
would outlive the life he had 
lived until this point.

Somehow, the pain in his 
chest burnt like the love he 
had felt for Angelina. The 
sweet death he had signed for 
had come his way in morsels 
of her company and crumbs 
of her embraces and kisses. 
Tonight she had brought him 
death’s final moment by act-
ing as its torch bearer.

Their illicit relationship had 
spanned four months, its 
blessings like a smiling angel’s 
face floating before him 
whenever he was not in her 
company, its pleasures trans-
porting him to the moon and 
back when he was in the hold 
of her arms.

They had started burning 
the candle of love when they 
had travelled together from 
Premier Gold Deposits near 
Penhalonga to Chidahuyo 
in Mutasa District. She had 
gone to sell some food items 
to artsinal miners at the gold 

Fiction Writing With 
Nhamo Muchagumisa

The Lonely Angel
deposits, but ended up re-
turning home without having 
sold much. Her husband who 
was a miner at the same place 
had beaten her up and told 
her to go back home, sus-
pecting that she was getting 
customers in droves because 
of her seductive appeal. “If 
you remain another two days 
in this depraved place, you 
will end up being the mother 
of every tent. How can I work 
and monitor you at the same 
time?” her jealous husband 
had said. 
Angelina had incurred a 
heavy loss because some of 
the things she had brought for 
sale were perishables. She had 
to leave most of the things 
with her husband.

By chance, Chide was also 
travelling back home to 
Nyakatsapa, having made a 
little fortune at the same gold 
deposits. They had boarded 
an unregistered commuter 
taxi at Old Mutare Mission.

Angelina’s experience had 
upset Chide, but he did not 

allow it to infect his thoughts. 
After all, Angelina’s predica-
ment was one example among 
thousands of crazy or bizarre 
examples.

 A police roadblock compli-
cated matters for Chide and 
Angelina. Just after Rwatsum-
bu, the vehicle he was travel-
ling in was stopped by armed 
police officers. The officers or-
dered the passengers to alight 
at once. The driver was fined 
for operating an unregistered 
taxi and violating Covid-19 
regulations.

Now, Chide had to walk the 
ten odd kilometres from 
Rwatsumbu to Nyakatsapa. It 
was already after 6 pm. “No 
need to walk fast,” Chide told 
himself, “after all there is no 
woman waiting for me.”

Thoughts of the curses of his 
life flooded his mind. The 
false sense of resignation 
evaporated from his thoughts 
and memories of how one 
year ago, his marriage had 
fallen on the rocks started 

playing in his mind. His 
ill-fated bond with poverty 
had seen his wife packing her 
bags and returning to her par-
ents. Any thought of starting 
all over again always showed 
him the ugliness of mankind’s 
oldest relationship.
 
Having walked two kilo-
metres along the road, Chide 
sensed the presence of anoth-
er person on his side. “I had 
thought of looking for ac-
commodation in this neigh-
borhood, but it is hard to 
bring your problems on other 
people’s doorsteps these days, 
given the Covid-19 scourge,” 
Angelina said.

 Chide turned to look at the 
woman who had been hu-
miliated in front of scores of 
miners and traders.The smile 
of a lonely angel sat on her 
face.

“You are right, but how far 
are you going?” Chide asked, 
trying not to see much in her 
smile. “Chidahuyo.”

“Quite a long way,” Chide 
said, “It might be prudent to 
look for accommodation after 
all. Are you not going that far 
yourself? I am going beyond, 
Nyakatsapa,” Chide answered.

“So let us go. In your compa-
ny, I will be safe.”

Chide’s muscles went stiff, 
and when they relaxed, after a 
minute or two, he could sense 
the flow of blood in every 
vein within his body. “If it is 
ok with you we will go.”

Chide looked at the woman 
again. The scratches on her 
face were visible marks, not 
only of that days exertion, but 
of a deeper crisis her life had 
turned out to be. The clumsi-
ness of her company caused a 
rush of adrenaline within his 
body. They asked each other’s 
names. He was Chide Chine-
mhuru, aged thirty, and she 
was Angelina Wenga, aged 
twenty-six.

 After walking for two hours, 
they reached Chidahuyo 
Turn Off and darkness was 
settling upon the land. Half 
a kilometre up the branch 
road, Chide and Angelina 
were astonished by the speed 
at which the night was set-
tling. Then, a lightning flash, 
followed by a thunderous 
explosion told them what was 
happening. The petrified An-
gelina put her arms around 
Chide’s waist for support as 
the vibration of the ground 
under her feet knocked her 
sense of balance out of her 
body. 
 
 Nhamo Muchagumisa is an 
English Language and Liter-
ature teacher, and he writes 
from Odzi. He writes in his 
own capacity and can be 
contacted on +263777460162. 
Email him at: muchagumis-
an@gmail.com
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Inside Zimbabwe’s Norton: 
Where The Informal Sector 

Is The Real Economy

How the informal economy 
solves some urban challeng-
es in a Zimbabwean town

Martin Magidi

In most African cities, the 
informal sector is the main 
economy. This is because 
of rapid urban population 
growth, slow economic and 
industrial growth and high 
employment. Unregulated 
economic activities provide 
work and livelihoods for most 
households.

The informal sector is grow-
ing and becoming more im-
portant for urban survival. At 
the same time, governments, 
regional blocs and interna-
tional development organi-
sations are becoming more 
interested in the idea of sus-
tainable urban development. 
This refers to processes that 
boost economic development, 
improve the quality of urban 
life for everyone, and protect 
the physical environment.
Informality is often thought 
to create challenges for sus-
tainability. 

Vendors, for example, are 
accused of littering. Activ-
ities like artisanal mining 
and informal carpentry are 
believed to be destroying the 
environment. There are con-
cerns about the way informal 
industries dispose of waste. 
There’s a view that the sector’s 
jobs are precarious and that 
it’s geared for short-term sur-
vival, with very low socioeco-
nomic returns.

My research, however, sug-
gests the sector can be an 
asset to the sustainable 
urbanisation agenda. It can 
help take care of the natural 
environment, develop skills 
and promote social cohesion. 
It can contribute to indige-
nous knowledge systems and 
a culture of humanity, as well 
as to economic development.

I conducted my study in 
Norton, a small town in 
Zimbabwe where the infor-
mal sector plays a big role. 
I conducted in-depth inter-
views with 20 informal en-
trepreneurs and five officials 

representing small business 
associations and city author-
ities. These interviews aimed 
to get qualitative information. 
In fieldwork over 10 months, 
I also had many informal 
conversations with numerous 
other informal entrepreneurs. 
The entrepreneurs were work-
ing in sectors like carpentry, 
metal fabrication, construc-
tion, beauty and fashion, 
street vending and poultry.
I found huge potential to har-
ness seemingly small sustain-
ability benefits created by the 
sector to derive bigger and 
better benefits. I don’t seek 
to romanticise the informal 
economy but to point out 
what is potentially useful in 
what has been portrayed as 
negative and counterproduc-
tive.

About Norton:
Norton is a town 45km west 
of Harare, the capital of Zim-
babwe. It is home to over 67 
000 people and once benefit-
ed from the country’s indus-
trial decentralisation policies. 

But deindustrialisation has 
been ravaging the econo-
my since the 1990s. Formal 
industry collapsed in Nor-
ton, giving birth to a vibrant 
informal economy that has 
sustained the majority ever 
since.
My study showed that in-
formal economic activities 
in Norton play a part in 
environmental sustainability 
and contribute to the town’s 
financial sustainability. They 
also have benefits in terms of 
social cohesion, preserving 
knowledge and imparting 
skills.

Environment:
I observed how traders 
operating at busy shopping 
centres, instead of littering, 
cleaned their workplaces 
every day. They used their 
own cleaning equipment 
since the local authority was 
in a financial crisis. The trad-
ers properly disposed of their 
garbage at designated points 
and participated in frequent 
cleanup activities in the town.

Recycling waste was also 
a service provided by the 
informal sector in the absence 
of formal waste management. 
People collected metal and 
plastic waste and made new 
products or made items reus-
able. They also used organic 
waste to fertilise land for 
cultivation. Most of the waste 
materials were not products 
of informal activities.
Urban farming, too, had a 
positive place in Norton’s nat-
ural environment. Through 
cultivating yards and vacant 
spaces, residents in Norton 
were helping to green the 
town. Though this was mostly 
to supplement food and sell 
surpluses, planting trees also 
offered environmental bene-
fits. Norton’s urban farmers, 
in search of arable land, also 
rehabilitated open spaces 
illegally used as dumpsites. 
They freed them from plas-
tics, metals and bottles as they 
prepared land for cultivation 
and thus eliminated environ-
mental hazards.
Norton has many vacant 

lots which the local council 
cannot fully maintain owing 
to financial constraints. In 
summer, overgrown vegeta-
tion can block visibility and 
access, and harbour rodents, 
pests and parasites. Dry 
vegetation easily catches fire. 
I found that people were in-
formally moving in to occupy 
and maintain these vacant 
spaces for various purposes, 
making them safer environ-
ments.

Through cleaning public 
spaces, planting trees, man-
aging vegetation, recycling 
waste and rehabilitating 
contaminated grounds, the 
informal economy in Norton 
plays a huge role in promot-
ing urban environmental 
sustainability.

I found informal sector actors 
had strong relationships 
among themselves, for ex-
ample taking care of another 
trader’s stall in their absence. 
People used kinship terms for 
each other. The sector seemed 
to work on the principle that 
communities could survive 
through solidarity, coopera-
tion, care and sharing.

Indigenous knowledge:
Respondents said the in-
formal sector was a reliable 
source of good quality organ-
ic foods, including traditional 
foods and recipes. It also 
made traditional herbs and 
medicines more available and 
affordable. In these ways the 
sector preserved traditional 
knowledge.

Skills training:
In Zimbabwe, the cost of 
formal training is beyond the 
reach of most households. 
The informal sector provides 
a way for people to acquire 
skills. It enrols everyone who 
wants to work and learn, 
regardless of their education-
al or socioeconomic back-
ground. My study encoun-
tered numerous skilled and 
experienced builders, carpen-
ters, fashion designers and 
tile fitters, for example. These 
workers said they learnt their 
skills through participating 
in the informal sector. - This 
article was published by The 
Conversation
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Agriculture Lessons from Zimbabwe’s Tobacco Farmers
Andrew Newsham, Toendepi 
Shonhe and Tsitsi Bvute 

Zimbabwe is ranked in the 
top 20 countries in the world 
most affected by extreme 
weather between 2000 and 
2019. Some regions in Zim-
babwe experienced between 
three to six bad rainfall 
seasons between 2014 to 2019 
alone. In a country where 
agriculture is so important, 
these impacts are acutely felt.

They also come against a 
background of a drying 
climate trend in Zimbabwe, 
observed since the 1980s. The 
rainy season has shortened 
by 30 days across much of the 
country, broken up by longer 
dry spells which last up to 20 
consecutive days.

What’s happening in Zimba-
bwe holds important lessons 
for the global community 
ahead of the COP26 global 
climate change talks.

The first is that climate 
change, with other factors, 
is already putting lives and 
livelihoods around the world 
on the brink. Much focus 
has been on how small the 
window of opportunity is for 
global action – as if the world 
still had a couple more years 
before things really get bad.

In Zimbabwe, for some of 
the poorest farmers, growing 
a potentially lucrative cash 
crop like tobacco has already 
become unviable. For many, 
the crisis is now.
Second, heavily commercial-
ised agriculture, especially 
livestock production, is 
amongst the biggest con-
tributors to greenhouse gas 
emissions. It’s a bitter irony 
that it therefore contributes to 
the precarity of farmers, like 
those in Zimbabwe, who bear 
little or no responsibility for 
climate change. And yet ag-
riculture has not historically 
been a high priority on COP 

Add your voice to the conversation: 
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www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

agendas.

The research

These lessons are drawn from 
our research in Zimbabwe, 
conducted as part of of the 
Future Agricultures Consorti-
um. The research documents 
the impact of climate change 
on farmers growing tobacco 
as a cash crop in the Mazowe 
district of Mashonaland Cen-
tral Province, approximately 
40km north of Harare, the 
capital city.

Due to high mortality rates of 
smoking, tobacco isn’t every-
one’s choice of cash crop to 
promote. But it’s seen by some 
as a route out of poverty. A 
growing number of commen-
tators view tobacco produc-
tion as a kind of “success 
story” for the fast-track land 
reform programme which 
was announced in 2000.

Controversially, the pro-
gramme expropriated 1.3m 
hectares of white-owned 
commercial farmland without 
compensation. The land was 
redistributed largely to resi-
dents of communal lands.

In the 1920s, 96% of the 
precolonial population were 
dispossessed of their land. 
Roughly 50% of the land, 
including all the best agri-

cultural land, was given over 
to the 4% of the white settler 
population. 

Communal lands were the 
agriculturally marginal areas 
into which the black popula-
tion was resettled.
The fast-track land reform 
programme established 
land leases for two types of 
plots. The first were plots of 
between 5 and 10 hectares 
intended for small scale black 
farmers aiming to start or 
increase commercial produc-
tion. 

The second were plots of 
between 50 and 200 hectares 
for farmers who already had 
established commercial cre-
dentials.
Many of these recipients have 
taken up tobacco, such that 
production levels have almost 
recovered to above the pre-
land reform levels, in par-
ticular owing to its take-up 
by small-and medium-scale 
farmers.

But climate impacts threat-
en the viability of tobacco 
production. Our key finding 
was that when rain-fed rather 
than irrigated, tobacco is one 
of the riskiest crops, even on 
land well-suited to growing 
it. This is both from a climate 
and a commercial perspec-
tive.

Predictably, the higher the 
level of access to irrigation 
and other resources, the bet-
ter able farmers are to weath-
er the impacts and reduce 
climate-related production 
risks. And beneficiaries of 
land reform in Mazowe do 
seem, to varying degrees, 
better able to adapt to the 
new climate realities. Access 
to better land seems to have 
been crucial to building an 
asset base, itself an impor-
tant component of adaptive 
capacity.

Yet the risks are greatest 
among farmers predomi-
nantly in communal land, 
for whom the crop is already 
a marginal and precarious 
undertaking. These farmers 
are often amongst those most 
in need of the cash, assets 
and stability that tobacco 
can provide. The majority of 
communal land farmers in 
the area we worked in were, at 
the time, on food aid, experi-
encing the opposite of pover-
ty reduction via income from 
tobacco. 
Increasingly, farmers who 
don’t have access to irrigation 
and inputs are abandoning 
the crop. These are farmers 
who are often tied into con-
tract farming arrangements 
which pay far below the mar-
ket rate for tobacco produced. 

During the poor rains of the 
2019 - 2020 season, many in 
our communal area field site 
found themselves dependent 
on food aid.

As we found through our 
research, these difficulties 
aren’t solely caused by climate 
change. Its effects coexist with 
an ongoing array of processes, 
including:
1. chronic economic insta-
bility and recurring bouts of 
inflation over four decades,
2. the sharp reduction in ag-
ricultural extension provision 
in recent decades,
3. the linking of the provision 
of input subsidies to political 
support,
4. the effects of COVID-19 on 
tobacco production and sale, 
and
5. the low placing of Zimba-
bwean farmers in internation-
al tobacco value chains.
 
Andrew Newsham, an aca-
demic at SOAS, University of 
London

Toendepi Shonhe works for 
the Thabo Mbeki School – 
Unisa. 

Tsitsi Bvute is a PhD Candi-
date in Religion and Develop-
ment Studies at the University 
of Johannesburg. This article 
was published by The Conver-
sation.
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Financial Services Provider 
Diversifies Product Range 
With Roll-Out Of Travel 
Agency

The Sunday Express

This week the travel page 
comes to the newspaper – 
and Mumba Travel shared its 
flights, holidays and vacations 
package – the latest prod-
uct range from the centre of 
Harare.

This is in the same season 
that Mumba Travel was 
appointed as the designated 
booking agent for African 
Bush Camps – meaning 
that you – our multitudes of 
readers, followers – can now 
experience a whole Middle 
East excursion – including 
Sharjah, Dubai, Abu Dhabi, 
Qatar, and Bahrain.

More top destinations are 
loading – but Paris ranked 
top of the press statement 
sent to the newspaper this 
week, showing that the Mon-
ey Transfer company had 
diversified its portfolio – from 
remittances to insurance, 
and now African Safaris, and 
worldwide travel.

“The beauty of travel now is 
that we are emerging from 
Covid-16, and there is a huge 
exhibition now in Dubai 

– which is running for six 
months. There is a lot of busi-
ness there.

“But the whole middle eastern 
package in the United Arab 
Emirates is massive – and it is 
a trip that we have opened up 
to the Sunday Express, and to 

the Zim diaspora at large

Europe is loading, we have 
just added Paris to the pack-
age, London is loading, as 
well as China and the Far 
East. So the brand is growing 
and only those who dare to 
dream, come to Mumba Trav-

The French Riviera With 
Mumba Travel: Book Now

TheSundayExpress 
Promotion:  

Produce This Advert With Your Euro-
pean or Middle East Holiday Booking: 
And Qualify for Instant Rewards And 

A Branded  Sunday Express Travel 
Bag 

el,” the statement said.

In August Mumba Travel 
rolled out the beauty of Afri-
can safari at preferential rates 
if one is booking through 
Mumba Money.

For the travellers with a thirst 
for a safari rich with African 
wildlife and culture, we’ve got 
something that fuses the very 
best of Zimbabwe, Botswana 
and Zambia.

The magic of three… a 
renowned safari destination 
for its unique blend of con-
trasting landscapes, abundant 
wildlife and a proud history 
of wildlife conservation, Bot-
swana is a paradise for mobile 
tented safaris and attracts the 

most discerning of travellers.

With Zimbabwe firmly back 
on the safari map offering ex-
cellent game drives and walk-
ing safaris, and the natural 
wonder of Zambia’s Victoria 
Falls and you have the perfect 
safari combination.
| 3 nights Khwai Leadwood*
| 3 nights Thorntree Lodge*
| 3 nights Somalisa Camp*

Zimbabwe is full of dramatic 
landscapes, endless skies and 
a rich and varied culture. In 
this experience, discover a 
captivating country of un-
tamed beauty, thriving wild-
life and authentic people.

Contact Aquiline 
+263712325310 / +263 
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Not long after sacking José 
Mourinho in April, Daniel 
Levy assured Tottenham’s fans 
that the club’s next manag-
er would be a very different 
animal. His replacement, the 
chairman implied, would 
favour “free-flowing, attack-
ing” football, not the defen-
sive-minded tactics favoured 
by Mourinho. But what did 
Levy then go and do, asked 
Jason Burt in The Daily Tele-
graph. 

He “went out and hired Nuno 
Espírito Santo” – a man 
renowned for being a “Mour-
inho-lite character whose first 
impulse is how to stop the 
opposition”. Sure enough, it 
didn’t work out. After a string 
of uninspiring performances 
– culminating in a 3-0 home 
thrashing by Manchester 
United last weekend – the 
Portuguese was sacked this 
week. 

“Nuno’s tenure began splen-
didly,” said Alyson Rudd in 
The Times: he won his first 
three Premier League match-
es; in August he was named 
manager of the month. But 
the defeats quickly mount-
ed. Tottenham have lost five 

of their last seven Premier 
League games. Players are 
starting to look “forlorn” and 
the fans are volubly dissatis-
fied. 
In view of all this, Levy had 
little choice but to sack Nuno, 
said Jonathan Wilson in The 
Guardian. Yet it is far from 
clear that his departure will 
make much difference. 

The roots of Tottenham’s 
current malaise lie in deci-
sions taken further back, and 
mainly by Levy himself. 

Obsessed with securing “big-
club status”, he poured money 
into building a magnificent 
new stadium instead of in-
vesting properly in players. 

He replaced the excellent 

Mauricio Pochettino with a 
“big-club manager” – Mour-
inho – and refused to go 
ahead with selling Harry 
Kane (another symbol of 
“big-clubdom”), even though 
the striker was desperate to 
leave. 
Nuno’s replacement has now 
been revealed as former Chel-
sea boss Antonio Conte. He 
faces an uphill struggle.

From a result perspective, it 
was the ideal start to life at 
Tottenham Hotspur for new 
boss Antonio Conte. From 
a performance perspective 
though, perhaps less so.

His side just about came out 
on top in a lively Europa 
Conference League encounter 
which produced five goals 

and three red cards.
Conte will undoubtedly be 
hoping for a more controlled 
performance on Sunday as 
he and his Spurs side travel 
up to Merseyside to take on 
Everton.

The Toffees have lost their last 
three league games, handing 
Spurs what should be a fa-
vourable league encounter to 
kickstart the Conte era. And 
so far, these sorts of fixtures 
have been in short supply.

Son Heung-min and Joe 
Rodon were leading the way 
when the Tottenham players 
took part in a pre-match walk
Conte had his Tottenham 
players taking part in a pre-
match walk ahead of the 
match.

This is because across the 
opening ten league matches, 
Tottenham have been hand-
ed one of the toughest runs 
when compared to the rest 
of the teams in the Premier 
League.

Based on the FiveThirtyEight 
forecasting index, the aver-
age predicted end of season 
position for Tottenham’s 
opponents so far is 9.3. Only 
Norwich City, Brentford and 
Crystal Palace have faced op-
ponents with a higher collec-
tive average league finish.

What this means in very basic 
terms is that Spurs have faced 
more teams likely to finish 
near the top of the table, rath-
er than the bottom.

Having already bypassed 
some of the trickier early-sea-
son encounters that surely 
played a part in Nuno Espiri-
to Santo’s downfall at the club, 
it seems as though Conte 
should be set to embark on a 
more favourable run in which 
he and his side can build 
momentum. - Own Corre-
spondent

Could Antonio Conte Be 
The Answer To The 

Malaise at Totteham



Manchester City Cruise Past Toothless 
Manchester United, And Pile More 
Pressure On Ole Gunnar Solskjaer
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Manchester City’s derby 
cakewalk raises the pos-
sibility of this becoming 
a real-time experiment 
exploring the question 
of what would happen if 
you just didn’t sack the 
manager?

Barney Ronay

With 56 minutes gone, as 
Manchester City’s players 
pinged and tickled the 
ball around, 2-0 up and 
basically doing a yoga 
workout, a team conga in 
the Manchester United 
half, Jadon Sancho went 
to press Kyle Walker, 
looked behind and saw 
Luke Shaw 40 yards away 
watching with an expres-
sion of vague interest.

Sancho raised his arm 
and began to shout a 
complaint. He reined 
himself in. The forward 
is 20 years old and yet to 
carry out a single signifi-
cant act in a United shirt. 
He has though, played at 
the Dortmund school of 
science.

He trained with Pep 
Guardiola. He has a basic 
modern footballer’s un-
derstanding of positions, 
the stuff you learn from 
Fifa 21 or screenshots 
on Twitter from a Papua 
New Guinean blogger.

Bernardo Silva sees his 
touch towards the Man-
chester United net finds 
its way in via a mistake 
from David de Gea
Bernardo Silva secures 
derby honours for Man-
chester City over sorry 
United
Read more

Sancho could see it. His 
manager? Well, he was 
standing 30 yards away, 
motionless in skinny 
black suit and club ano-
rak, staring out with that 
familiar look of baffle-
ment, a man feeling the 
day slide away from him 
once again, still there at 
the wheel, still crashing 
in the same car.

It would be flattering to 
describe this as a trau-
matic experience for 
Manchester United. This? 
This was nothing.

Once again Ole Gunnar 
Solskjær was bullied and 
joshed and ragged by the 
away section. Once again 
United produced their 
secondary formation, the 

parking of the executive 
bus, with seven defen-
sive players from the 
start – but with no fibre, 
no substance, nothing to 
sustain this team beyond 
the gold leaf tomahawk 
steak up front.

At times you wondered, 
what was the point of this 
game of football? Did 
it ever stand a chance? 
Alas, the Manchester 
derby, transformed in 
the Solskjær era into an 
extended exercise in how 
to lose slowly. City were 
excellent. But they were 
also barely stretched in 
any part of the pitch, 
reeling off 15 shots at 
goal, dominating every 
metric, and enjoying 
surely the easiest Man-

chester City victory in 
the modern history of 
this fixture. And so here 
we are again. The run of 
games that seemed likely 
to decide the trajectory of 
this third Solskjær season 
now reads: horrifying 5-0 
defeat to Liverpool; 3-0 
revival against a half-
dead Tottenham; heroic 
2-2 mess against Atalanta 
And now this, a sitting 
down by a genuine team, 
properly managed. Lads, 
it’s not Tottenham.

The lack of plan was at 
least different to the lack 
of plan against Liverpool. 
But the effects were the 
same, despite that beefed-
up centre, with the same 
sense of United’s players 
as atomised units, the 

midfielders faced with 
huge open spaces in front 
of them, always trying 
to block or slide or fill 
that void, where a mod-
ern team operates as a 
drilled, shared matrix of 
resistance.

City were driven on by a 
wonderful performance 
of creative left full-back 
play from João Cancelo, 
who is out on his own in 
that role right now. Guar-
diola had fielded a team 
of central midfielders and 
started the game with 
four of them stood in a 
deep line between the 
red shirts, nobody even 
pretending to be a cen-
tre-forward, the birth of 
the false, false nine. - The 
Guardian
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