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By Professor Richard 
Chinomona

So thias week - with all the 
news about the Zimbabweans 
working diaspora in South 
Africa - and the need to fix 
Zimbabwe for the future 
generations - I submit in the 
Sunday Express this week 
that: To jumb start the Zim-
babwean economy in the 
right direction and to stablise 
inflationary pressures on 
basic products - Zimbabwe 
needs a planned economy. 

Below are my reasons for 
saying this:

1. The prices of Basic Com-
modities such as, for instance, 
cooking oil, sugar, washing 
powder etc are expensive and 
by and large unaffordable to 
the general poor citizens.

2. Zimbabwe has a failing 
manufacturing sector or 
under utilized manufacturing 
sector. Zimbabwe has poten-
tial to manufacture in bulk 
these basic commodities at 
Ward level, District level and 
Provincial level  - and not 
to mention the small towns, 
Growth Points and big cities. 

3. Zimbabwe’s Universities, 
Polytechnic colleges, Voca-
tional colleges, innovation 
hubs and industries have 
the potential to produce the  
machinery or equipment that 
can manufacture these basic 
commodities required by our 
country.

4. Zimbabwe has high num-
bers of skilled and unskilled 
labor force that is unfortu-
nately currently unemployed. 

This is a readily available 
labor force that can mass 
produce the basic commodi-
ties required by our country - 
once mobilise and supported 
to do so.

5. Zimbabwe has plenty of 
arable land to grow more 
than enough agri-produce 
that is needed to manufacture 
all the basic commodities 
required by the nation and 
even for export purposes. 
For instance, Zimbabwe has 
plenty of ARDA Estates (State 
owned and run agricultural 
farms) that are mechanised 
and under irrigation which 
can grow these agri-produce 
for the manufacturing of our 
basic commodities such as 
cooking oil among others.

6. Year in and year out, the 
Zimbabwe government is 
allocating and spending 
Billions of Zimbabwean 
dollars to support the agricul-
tural sector, with agri-input 
schemes, mechanization of 
farms etc.,under the Special 
Presidential Agricultural 
Support Schemes, for in-
stance. This high level farm-
ing support by the govern-
ment should ensure that all 
the required agri-produce by 
the manufacturing sector are 
available. 

7. Unfortunately too, despite 
our endowment with these re-
sources and potential to grow 
and manufacture these basic 
commodities, Zimbabwe is 
importing for example, from 
South Africa some  tonnage 
of sugar, cooking oil, washing 
powder etc on monthly basis 
where these commodities are 
cheaper comparatively. Thus 
Zimbabwe could be spending 
hundreds of thousands of 
USD if not Millions of USD 
equivalent to import these 
basic commodities.

8. The forex that Zimbabwe-
ans in diaspora and in the 
country spend importing 
these basic commodities from 
neighboring countries into 
Zimbabwe for survival and 
livehoods could actually be 

utilized to stablise our local 
currency or be channeled 
towards importing strategic 
equipment or machinery that 
otherwise can not be pro-
duced locally for now.

So, what exactly is is our 
problem?
As a country and govern-
ment, we are not planning 
our economy and synchroniz-
ing our sectorial needs (e.g., 
Agricultural produce) and 
industrial needs (Manufac-
turing production) and the 
demand for basic commodi-
ties by our citizens in general 
(Demand and Supply man-
agement). 

It is this mismatch between 
the demand for basic com-
modities and the supply of it 
that is causing the inflation-
ary pressures (price instability 
or volatility) of basic com-
modities. It is this mismatch 
between the demand of basic 
commodities and the sup-
ply of it, that is causing the 
unnecessary imports of these 
basic commodities from the 
neighboring countries where 
they are relatively cheaper. 

Solutions! 

1. Zimbabwe needs a planned 
economy to stablise the prices 
of Basic Commodities and the 
local Currency. 

2. The Government of Zimba-
bwe should utilize for exam-
ple, the ARDA Estates which 
it has full control, which are 
mechanised and under irriga-
tion to grow all the required 
agri-produce to manufacture 
all our basic commodities by 
our local industries.

3. Zimbabwe should deliber-
ately support the manufactur-
ing of the basic commodities 
by local industries at Ward, 
District, and Provincial levels 
across the country by State 
Owned Enterprises and 
indigenous entrepreneurs. In 
addition to that, the govern-
ment should deliberately sup-
port the production of Basic 
Commodities manufacturing 
machines and equipment at 
Innovation Hubs (univer-
sities, polytechnic colleges, 
vocational colleges etc) 

4. Zimbabwe should have a 
deliberate labor policy that 
encourage day and evening 
working hours. What l still 
don’t understand is that, in a 
country with unemployment 
rate that could be above 50 or 
60% - why up to now we don’t 
have normal day and evening 
working shifts to reduce un-
employment rate, mass pro-
duce the basic commodities, 
for example, transform the 
lives of many of our unem-
ployed youths economically 

5. Zimbabwe should mass 
produce the basic commod-
ities not only to satisfy the 
local market, but also to 
supply (export to) the neigh-
boring countries in the SADC 
region. The export of the ba-
sic commodities at a cheaper 
price in the SADC region will 
generate the much needed fo-
rex in the country in addition 
to saving the forex that we are 
currently spending via impor-
tation of basic commodities 
from our neighboring coun-
tries such as South Africa. 
 
Professor Chinomona is 
Founder Of GlueAfrica Digital 
Communication Systems. 
Follow him on www.zimba-
bwedigitalexpress.com 
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By Vimal Patel

Markets plunged on Friday, 
hope of taming the coronavi-
rus dimmed and a new term 
entered the pandemic lexicon: 
Omicron.

The Covid-19 variant that 
emerged in South Africa was 
named after the 15th letter of 
the Greek alphabet.
The naming system, an-
nounced by the World Health 
Organization in May, makes 
public communication about 
variants easier and less con-
fusing, the agency and experts 
said.
For example, the variant 
that emerged in India is not 
popularly known as B.1.617.2. 
Rather, it is known as Delta, 
the fourth letter of the Greek 
alphabet.

There are now seven “variants 
of interest” or “variants of 
concern” and they each have 
a Greek letter, according to a 
WHO tracking page.

Some other variants with 
Greek letters do not reach 
those classification levels, and 
the WHO also skipped two 
letters just before Omicron 
— “Nu” and “Xi” — leading 
to speculation about whether 
“Xi” was avoided in deference 
to the Chinese president, Xi 
Jinping.

“‘Nu’ is too easily confounded 
with ‘new,’” Tarik Jasarevic, a 
W.H.O. spokesman, said on 
Saturday. “And ‘Xi’ was not 
used because it is a common 
last name.”

He added that the agency’s 
best practices for naming dis-
eases suggest avoiding “caus-
ing offense to any cultural, 
social, national, regional, pro-
fessional or ethnic groups.”
Some of the better-known 
variants, such as Delta, rose to 
a variant of concern. Others 
in that category were named 
Alpha, Beta and Gamma. 

The World Health Organisation names 
the variants after Greek letters, to avoid 

public confusion and stigma

How Omicron Got Its name

Others that emerged, which 
were variants of interest, were 
named Lambda and Mu. 
Other Greek letters were used 
for variants that did not meet 
those thresholds but Nu and 
Xi were the only ones that 
were skipped.

The WHO has promoted the 
naming system as simple and 
accessible, unlike the variants’ 
scientific names, which “can 
be difficult to say and recall, 
and are prone to misreport-

ing,” it said. Some researchers 
agree.
Dr. Angela Rasmussen, a 
virologist at the University 
of Saskatchewan, said she 
conducted many interviews 
with reporters this year, be-
fore the Greek naming sys-
tem was announced, and she 
stumbled through confusing 
explanations about the B.1.1.7 
and B.1.351 variants. They 
are now known as Alpha, 
which emerged in the United 
Kingdom, and Beta, which 

emerged in South Africa.
“It makes it really cumber-
some to talk about when 
you’re constantly using an 
alphabet soup of variant des-
ignations,” she said, adding, 
“Ultimately people end up 
calling it the U.K. variant or 
the South African variant.”

That’s the other big reason 
that the W.H.O. moved to the 
Greek naming system, Dr. 
Rasmussen said: The old-
er naming convention was 

Catch The Sunday Express Current Affairs 
News Show: Jit Television: Channel 120 StarSat 

36 Countries On The Continent,  
48 million households: See News Differently

unfair to the people where the 
virus emerged. The agency 
called the practice of describ-
ing variants by the places they 
were detected “stigmatizing 
and discriminatory.”

The practice of naming virus-
es for regions has also histor-
ically been misleading, Dr. 
Rasmussen said. Ebola, for 
example, is named for a river 
that’s actually far from where 
the virus emerged. - New 
York Times

Tulio de Oliveira at the Nelson Mandela School of Medicine in Durban, South Africa. Mr. de Oliveira and members of his team 
announced the new Covid-19 variant this week. New York Times
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By Ian Sample 

Scientists have said a new 
Covid variant that carries an 
“extremely high number” of 
mutations may drive further 
waves of disease by evading 
the body’s defences.

Only 10 cases in three coun-
tries have been confirmed by 
genomic sequencing, but the 
variant has sparked serious 
concern among some re-
searchers because a number 
of the mutations may help the 
virus evade immunity.

The B.1.1.529 variant has 32 
mutations in the spike pro-
tein, the part of the virus that 
most vaccines use to prime 
the immune system against 
Covid. Mutations in the spike 
protein can affect the virus’s 
ability to infect cells and 
spread, but also make it hard-
er for immune cells to attack 
the pathogen.

The variant was first spotted 
in Botswana, where three 
cases have now been se-
quenced. Six more have been 
confirmed in South Africa, 
and one in Hong Kong in 

a traveller returning from 
South Africa.
Dr Tom Peacock, a virologist 
at Imperial College London, 
posted details of the new 
variant on a genome-sharing 
website, noting that the “in-
credibly high amount of spike 
mutations suggest this could 
be of real concern”.

In a series of tweets, Pea-
cock said it “very, very much 
should be monitored due to 
that horrific spike profile”, but 
added that it may turn out to 
be an “odd cluster” that is not 
very transmissible. “I hope 
that’s the case,” he wrote.

Dr Meera Chand, the Cov-
id-19 incident director at the 
UK Health Security Agency, 
said that in partnership with 
scientific bodies around the 
globe, the agency was con-
stantly monitoring the status 
of Sars-CoV-2 variants as 
they emerge and develop 
worldwide. “As it is in the 

nature of viruses to mutate 
often and at random, it is not 
unusual for small numbers 
of cases to arise featuring 
new sets of mutations. Any 
variants showing evidence of 
spread are rapidly assessed,” 
she said.

The first cases of the variant 
were collected in Botswana 
on 11 November, and the 
earliest in South Africa was 
recorded three days later. The 
case found in Hong Kong was 
a 36-year-old man who had 
a negative PCR test before 
flying from Hong Kong to 
South Africa, where he stayed 
from 22 October to 11 No-
vember. He tested negative on 
his return to Hong Kong, but 
tested positive on 13 Novem-
ber while in quarantine.
England no longer has a red 
list to impose restrictions 
on travellers arriving from 
abroad. People who are not 
fully vaccinated must test 
negative before flying and 

arrange two PCR tests on 
arrival. Those who are fully 
vaccinated need to have a 
Covid test within two days 
of landing. Scientists will be 
watching the new variant for 
any sign that it is gaining mo-
mentum and spreading more 
widely. Some virologists in 
South Africa are already con-
cerned, particularly given the 
recent rise in cases in Gaut-
eng, an urban area containing 
Pretoria and Johannesburg, 
where B.1.1.529 cases have 
been detected.

Ravi Gupta, a professor of 
clinical microbiology at 
Cambridge University, said 
work in his lab found that two 
of the mutations on B.1.1.529 
increased infectivity and re-
duced antibody recognition. 
“It does certainly look a sig-
nificant concern based on the 
mutations present,” he said. 
“However, a key property of 
the virus that is unknown is 
its infectiousness, as that is 

what appears to have primar-
ily driven the Delta variant. 
Immune escape is only part 
of the picture of what may 
happen.” 
Prof Francois Balloux, the 
director of the UCL Genetics 
Institute, said the large num-
ber of mutations in the vari-
ant apparently accumulated 
in a “single burst”, suggesting 
it may have evolved during a 
chronic infection in a person 
with a weakened immune 
system, possibly an untreated 
HIV/Aids patient.

“I would definitely expect 
it to be poorly recognised 
by neutralising antibodies 
relative to Alpha or Delta,” he 
said. “It is difficult to predict 
how transmissible it may be at 
this stage. For the time being 
it should be closely monitored 
and analysed, but there is no 
reason to get overly con-
cerned unless it starts going 
up in frequency in the near 
future.” - The Guardian

Scientists Warn That Omicron Variant 
Will Have A Higher Number of Mutations

Omicron has 32 mutations in its spike protein

TheSundayExpress
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Don’t Panic. Make Use Of The Grace Period To Get 
The Right Papers: Zim Community in SA

Wrap: Zimbabwe Exemption Permit Talking Points

By Bongani Mkwananzi

This week we - as the Zimba-
bwe Community in South Af-
rica notes the decision not to 
renew the Zimbabwe Exemp-
tion Permits but - rather to 
allow for the next 12 months 
to move to other permits they 
would qualify in to do so.

The decision also means that 
those that are unable to move 
to other visas in the next 12 
months will be asked
to leave the Republic of South 
Africa or face deportation.

We respect this decision on 
the basis that it is a sovereign 
decision made by a sovereign 
government informed by its 
own prevailing conditions. 
We are therefore not contest-
ing the decision. 

In the next few days
and weeks we will be engag-
ing the South African gov-

ernment to understand what 
informed this decision.

Once we understand what 
informed this decision, we 
will then seek to work within 
this decision and we will also 
consult South African civil 
society who are our partners 
whom we have worked with 
all these years on the docu-
mentation of Zimbabweans in 
South Africa.

As the Zimbabwe Communi-
ty in South Africa we call on 

Zimbabweans as we noted in 
the last few days and
weeks, that we should de-
sist from trying to negotiate 
through social media. 

We noted a media frenzy
generated by one journalist in 
Harare who claimed to having 
been spoken to his sources in 
government in South Africa 
whom he claimed told him 
these permits will be renewed 
for another five years. 

This created a lot of problems 
even within the South African 
community enough that the 
South African government
through the department of 
Home Affairs had to issue 
a statement on the 19th of 
November 2021 damning 
such allegations and caution-
ing against undue pressure 
mounted on them through 
false news and proclamations.

We call upon such journalists 

and such individuals to desist 
from doing such. 
Let us allow the leadership of
the Zimbabwe Community 
in South Africa and its civ-
il society partners and all 
progressive elements to get 
clarity from the Government 
of South Africa and engage 
its partners the progressive 
forces of society.

We call for level headed-ness 
and ask people to start to 
assess their alternative visa 
options carefully and not
to make random decisions. 

We call on employers and 
other institutions to be pa-
tient with our people as they
navigate these circumstances 
and be as helpful as possible.

Bongani Mkwananzi is 
spokesperson for the 
Zimbabwe Community In 
South Africa. 073 984 0241 | 
bonganim@zimcomsa.co.za

Court battle 
likely to carry on, 
despite decision

By Sharon Mazingaizo

The abnnouncement by South 
Africa’s minister in the presi-
dency Mondli Gungubele this 
week that the permits were 
being done away with - has 
been met with mixed feeling 
among both Zimbabwean 
expattriates, the host nation 
and news analysts.

The decision by cabinet could 
see scores of Zimbabweans 
living and working in SA hav-
ing no option but to return 
home should they not secure 
work permits and other rele-
vant documents.

Zimbabweans who hold the 
permit have been given a 
grace period of 12 months to 
migrate to other permits.

Dewa Mavhinga, the South-
ern Africa director at Human 
Rights Watch, told reporters 
that the cabinet announce-
ment could see thousands of 
Zimbabweans in SA “facing a 
precarious future”. 
 
Advocate Simba Chitando, 
who is representing ZEP 
holders seeking permanent 
residence in SA, and who will 
be challenging the cabinet's 
decision, told TimesLIVE that 
the decision was devastating 
for Zimbabweans in SA and 
the region. 
“The South African govern-
ment could have dealt with 
the situation better, whichev-
er way it wanted to go. They 
should have made the deci-
sion a long time ago, giving 
the holders of ZEP longer 
than 12 months to arrange 
their affairs. 
They shouldn’t have the 12 
months grace period run at 
the same time home affairs 
is not functioning because of 
Covid-19 restrictions. In my 
view, they should have given 
all the holders permanent 
residence,” said Chitando. - 
TimesLive
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Ghana, Kenya, Nigeria, and 
South Africa that are already 
implementing, with many 
others still at policy develop-
ment stage.

Other examples in West 
Africa include the Repub-
lic of Benin that previously 
announced a 360 MW mul-
tiple gas-fired power project 
supported by the Africa 
Development Bank. In other 
countries, Mozambique and 
Tanzania are said to account 
for about half of gas-fired 
power potential. 
These initiatives need to be 
accelerated as they are con-
sidered cheaper over the long 
term.

Then Zambia and Zimbabwe 
in Southern Africa should 
jointly develop the potential 
2,400 MW Batoka Gorge Hy-
dro Power Station along the 
Zambezi River. DRC in Cen-
tral Africa has huge poten-
tial of up to 100,000 MW of 
hydropower, with the Grant 
Inga project alone having 
potential of 44,000 MW.

A number of other major 
hydro-projects with a capac-
ity in excess of 1,000 MW 
have been under develop-
ment in Ethiopia, Angola and 
Mozambique. Then Niger, 
Orange and Senegal river 
systems have large potential 
for hydropower. Then wind, 
solar and geothermal sources 
are all available as potential 
sources, and hugely unde-
veloped. The examples are 
many, but the implementation 
really needs to be accelerated 
so that we can see tangible 
results.

In the next three articles, I 
will unpack the emerging 
trends and recommendations 
as contained in the 2015 APR 
in more detail.

Michael Tichareva is the 
Managing Director of Nation-
al Standard Finance Africa 
and the Executive Chairman 
of its affiliate, Claxon Actu-
aries. He can be reached on 
mtichareva@natstandard.
co.za or michael.t@claxonac-
tuaries.com. 
Follow the rest of the series on 
www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.
com

Some countries on the 
continent – including  
Ethiopia, Ghana, Kenya, 
Nigeria, and South 
Africa that are already 
implementing climate-
resilient, low-carbon 
developments, most of 
them through IPPs

By Michael Tichareva

This week on The Sunday 
Express I continue with our 
discussion on the 2015 Africa 
Progress Report (“APR”) pro-
duced by the Africa Progress 
Panel (“APP”). Earlier I intro-
duced Part I of the discussion 
in the previous article, where 
I highlighted the fact that Af-
rica can take a leadership role 
in developing clean energy to 
power Africa whilst acceler-
ating economic development 
and reducing poverty.

Reader, subscribers, follow-
ers and fans will have seen 
where I gave various startling 
statistics showing the state of 
affairs and how the poorest 
in Africa are paying amongst 
the highest cost of energy in 
the World, sometimes up to 
80 times more. I highlighted 
both challenges and opportu-
nities. Africa can forge ahead 
with tangible and sustainable 
solutions, working together as 
Africans through coordinated 
regional integration.

This must include forging 
strategic and smart partner-
ships with the international 
community, as our fortunes 
are inextricably linked to the 
whole world.

The 2015 APR articulates the 
challenges, noting that the 
energy-sector bottlenecks 
and power shortages cost 
the region 2 to 4 per cent of 
GDP annually, undermining 
sustainable economic growth, 
job creation and investment.

Clean Energy, Climate 
Change And The Essence Of 
Poverty Reduction: Part 11
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For example, the GDP growth 
for South Africa has been 
revised downwards many 
times, largely due to power 
shortages that hinder eco-
nomic growth, reinforcing 
the triple challenge of pover-
ty, inequality and unemploy-
ment.  The situation is worse 
in other parts of Africa. These 
power shortages reinforce 
poverty, especially for women 
and people in rural areas. It is 
estimated that investment of 
approximately US$55 billion 
per year is needed until 2030 
to meet demand and achieve 
universal access to electricity.
 
This huge investment requires 
Africa to develop various 
sources of sustainable fi-
nancing locally and into the 
international market. The 
2015 APR gives interesting 

perspectives, noting that one 
of the greatest barriers to the 
transformation of the power 
sector is the low level of tax 
collection and the failure of 
governments to build credible 
tax systems. The report esti-
mates that domestic taxes can 
cover almost half the financ-
ing gap in Sub-Saharan Africa 
if loopholes are closed. A 
number of power utilities in 
Africa struggle with revenue 
collection and have serious 
cashflow problems that lead 
to subsidies from their Gov-
ernments.

The report notes that ap-
proximately US$21 billion is 
spent annually on subsidies 
to wasteful utilities that are 
run inefficiently. This US$21 
billion wasteful expenditure 
could be redirected towards 

more productive investment 
into the power sector, social 
protection and targeted con-
nectivity for the poor.

There is a great need for Gov-
ernments to develop enabling 
environments to encourage 
increased private sector in-
vestments into infrastructure. 
The emergence of Independ-
ent Power Producers (“IPPs”) 
certainly helps to attract pri-
vate sector investments with 
more and more countries 
encouraging IPPs to devel-
op clean energy, with power 
utilities as offtakers.

Some countries are already 
at the fore-front of the glob-
al trend of climate-resilient, 
low-carbon development, 
most of them through IPPs. 
These include Ethiopia, 
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By Dr T W Ngwenya 
Changamire

Majority of men have 
poor health-seeking 
behaviours. It is known 
that majority of men un-
derutilise available health 
services. Several studies 
have been conducted in 
different countries aimed 
at understanding the rea-
sons behind poor health 
seeking behaviours in 
men.

There are factors that 
affect health-seeking 
behaviours like level of 
education, accessibility 
of health service, poor 
knowledge of preventable 
health conditions, em-
ployment status, income 
level, religious and cul-
tural beliefs and influence 
by peers. These factors 
are not necessarily gen-
dering specific.

One major determinant 
that has come across in 
factors affecting men’s 
health is social con-
structionism. Social 
constructionism is when 
a community or group 
of people create an idea 
and the idea is accepted 
by the community. This 
idea becomes the way of 
life and may affect how 
community members 
make decisions regarding 
certain issues or how they 
may act pertaining to that 
idea.

Social constructionism 

has played a significant role 
in the health-seeking be-
haviours of men or indul-
gence in risky behaviours 
that impact their health in 
the long run.

A common social construct 
in some communities is 
that men are known or 
expected to drink heavi-
ly, engage in drug abuse, 
have unprotected sexual 
intercourse with multiple 
partners. Men may identify 
themselves with this behav-
iour in some communities 
to fit the masculine role 
predefined in the commu-
nity. Such behaviours ex-
pose men to ill health.

 There is more talk and con-
versations around women’s 
health conditions. While 
this is good we are however 
not putting enough effort 
to discuss issues affecting 
men’s health. This may be a 
contributing factor as well 
leading to why men are not 
motivated to visit the doc-

Lets Talk About Health Matters: Minding Your Well-Being: Men’s Health Week

tor or local health clin-
ics except when they are 
severely ill.

I would like to increase 
knowledge around 
men’s health, this is in 
the hope that when one 
gets an understanding 
on issues affecting men 
particularly preventable 
health conditions more 
men will be motivated 
to take control of their 
health, improve on their 

health-seeking behav-
iours, go in for routine 
medical examinations, 
break free from social 
constructs that promote 
unhealthy behaviours.

It is important for men 
and women to develop 
an ongoing working 
relationship with a 
general practitioner, a 
doctor who is aware of 
your family risks and 
lifestyle risks and advis-
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es accordingly what tests 
need to be done. It’s im-
portant to be comfortable 
with your chosen general 
practitioner to ensure 
that all health issues are 
addressed whether or not 
they are difficult to dis-
cuss. Our previous arti-
cles have mentioned oth-
er chronic conditions like 
high blood pressure also 
known as hypertension, 
Diabetes, Obesity and 
Dyslipidaemia which in-
crease the risk of strokes 
and heart attacks and 
chronic kidney disease. 
These chronic conditions 
affect both genders and 
people are encouraged to 
for screening at least once 
a year for these chronic 
conditions.

Medical conditions that 
commonly affect men’s 
health include Sexually 
transmitted infections, 
sexual dysfunction, tes-
ticular cancer, prostate 
cancer, colorectal cancer 
and breast cancer. 
Sexually transmitted 
infections are high in 
men. This is a result of 
risky sexual behaviours 
like unprotected sexual 
intercourse and multiple 
sexual partners. 
 
Read the full article on 
www.zimbabwedigital
express.com 

Our next article will be 
discussing common can-
cers affecting men and 
when one should start 
getting screened. We will 
also have an article on 
Sexual dysfunction in 
men and its risk factors.
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The Sunday Express 
Property Reporter 
 
This week The Sunday Ex-
press and Leimen Limited 
established the first steps in 
consolidating the newsmedia 
property publishing units 
- with the endorsement of 
the Property Investment In 
Zimbabwe: An Overview 
event this coming week, in 
which Guest Speaker Law-
rence Rimayi of Oasis Realty 
will make debut. 
 
This - our digital news media 
endorsement - means that a 
new property magazine is on 
the horizon - where we shall 
open up more space in this 
digital newspaper, on our 
common multiple platforms 
- for an innovative digital 
magazine - which shall bring 
networks in our backyard on 
the African continent - with 
the rest of the six continents. 
 
We agreed with Leimen that 
the networks of communities 
that have already been estab-
lished on the online groups 
- were full of experts, profes-
sionals, knowledgeable people 
and those with a good story 
to tell - about investments in 
property and the industry at 
large.  
That’s where we come in. 
The story of it - and what the 
story will be tomorrow. The 
next big thing. We agreed 
with Leimen that real estate is 
ever-evolving, that new leg-
islation comes into effect all 
the time, that technologies are 
forever bringing new things 
on the table and that the value 
of land is all in the property, 

and that there is need to tell 
the story differently and leave 
the readers, followers, fans, 
analysts, strategists and news-
makers truly inspired. 
Many of our close followers 
are Zimbabweans in the dias-
pora, and many will tell you 
of how they drive from street 
to street looking from house 
to house, making compari-
sons. Anyone will tell you that 
it is not easy to navigate prop-
erty without information.  
 
That’s if you even have the 
time between the agents, 
middlemen and contacts, 
municipalities, bank queues 
and so forth. Many seasoned 
professionals will tell you that 
the ten most important things 
when buying residential 
property - in no particular 
order are - location, buying 
along public transport routes, 
property size and number of 
bedrooms, budget, choosing 
the right energy for your 
home, interior design, fixtures 
and fittings and appliances, 
buying close to family, or not 
and above all whether the 
property is just right for you 
and your needs. 
 
So for now we will sit back 
and invite you to the Proper-
ty Investment in Zimbabwe: 
An Overview: the latest in 
a series that is being rolled 
out by Leimen Properties. 
We support Leimen in ele-
vating the value conversation 
in quantities that this digi-
tal newspaper can indulge, 
analyse and make informed 
decisions from. Full report: 
www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.
com

TheSundayExpress
Property Digest: Loading

Property Investment In Zimbabwe: An Overview: December 4: 
Your Front Seat with The Sunday Express and Leimen Limited

Travellers Panic As Countries Rush To Cancel Travel With Southern Africa
By BusinessLine
 
The discovery of a newcoro-
navirus variant named Omi-
cron triggered global alarm 
onFriday as countries rushed 
to suspend travel from south-
ernAfrica and stock markets 
on both sides of the Atlantic 
suffered their biggest falls in 
more than a year. The World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
said Omicron may spread 

more quickly than other 
forms and preliminaryevi-
dence suggested there is an 
increased risk of reinfection. 
Epidemiologists warned 
travel curbs may be too late to 
stop Omicron from circulat-
ing globally. The new muta-
tions were first discovered in 
South Africa and have since 
been detected in Belgium, 
Botswana, Israel and Hong 
Kong. The United States will 

restrict travel from South 
Africa andneighbouring 
countries effective Monday, a 
senior Biden administration 
official said.  Going further, 
Canada said it was closing 
its borders tothose countries, 
following bans on flights 
announced by Britain,the 
European Union and others. 
But it could take weeks for 
scientists to fully under-
standthe variant's mutations 

and whether existing vaccines 
and treatments are effective 
against it. The variant has a 
spike protein that is dramat-
icallydifferent to the one in 
the original coronavirus that 
vaccinesare based on, the 
UK Health Security Agency 
said, raising fearsabout how 
current vaccines will fare. "As 
scientists have described, (this 
is) the mostsignificant variant 
they've encountered to date," 

BritishTransport Secretary 
Grant Shapps told Sky News. 
“This new variant of the Cov-
id-19 virus is very worrying.
It is the most heavily mutated 
version of the virus we have 
seento date," said Lawrence 
Young, a virologist at Brit-
ain'sUniversity of Warwick. 
Those worries pummelled 
financial markets, especially 
stocks of airlines and others 
in the travel sector, and oil.
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Africa’s energy systems can 
leapfrog onto low-carbon 
pathways where renewables 
replace fossil fuels and could 
become the global leader in 
low-carbon development

Michael Tichareva

In view of the just ended 
United Nations Climate Sum-
mit, the Conference of the 
Parties 26 (COP 26), held in 
Glasgow in November 2021, 
I just thought that I should 
delve more into climate 
change issues.

In one of my routine habits of 
searching for new and emerg-
ing issues, I was privileged, 
years back, to stumble across 
and learn more about the 
work of one of the highly re-
garded panels on the African 
continent, the Africa Progress 
Panel (“APP”).

The APP consists of distin-
guished individuals from 
the private and public sector 
who advocate equitable and 
sustainable development for 
Africa. 
The Panel makes policy 
recommendations for Afri-
can political leaders and civil 
society who collectively have 
the primary responsibility for 
spurring Africa’s progress.

The APP also highlights crit-
ical steps that must be taken 
by leaders in the international 
public and private sector.

The APP produces an an-
nual Africa Progress Report 
(“APR”), its annual flagship 
publication. I had a chance to 
review the 2015 APR that fo-
cuses on clean energy, climate 
change and poverty reduction

Clean Energy, Climate Change and 
Poverty Reduction: Part 1

For all your advertising and marketing on The Sunday Express and  www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com. Text  083 476 7918

Africa’s energy systems could leapfrog onto low-carbon pathways

Developing renewable ener-
gy is certainly an area where 
Africa can take the lead as it 
has a competitive advantage 
being at early stages of energy 
development to power Af-
rica where she certainly can 
adopt, adapt and innovate.

 
The 2015 APR paints a great 
picture about where Africa is 
in terms of energy demand 
and supply, the challenges, 
and makes recommendations 
on what African Govern-
ments should be focusing 
on to progress the renewable 
energy agenda.

The report highlights some 
very interesting statistics. 
In terms of global carbon 
dioxide emissions, Africa 
accounts for only 2.3%. In 
comparison, the EU emits 
12%, the US 16% and China 
25%.

The APP contends that Africa 
must take a leadership po-
sition and curtail carbon 
emissions from Africa at this 

low level by developing more 
renewable energy. Africa’s 
energy systems can leapfrog 
onto low-carbon pathways 
where renewables replace 
fossil fuels and could become 
the global leader in low-car-
bon development.

 Highlights

The 2015 APR highlights 
Africa’s energy gap and the 
associated inequalities by giv-
ing some sobering statistics:

(1) 621 million Africans do 
not have access to electricity;

(2) 60% of Sub-Saharan Af-
rica’s energy is consumed by 
South Africa;

(3) 93 million Nigerians lack 
access to electricity, with 
Ethiopia sitting at 70 million 
and DRC sitting at 60 million 
people;

(4) 80% of the population in 
Africa, approximately 730 
million people, rely on solid 
biomass, mainly fuelwood 

and charcoal, for cooking;

(5) 0.6 million Africans are 
killed by air pollution caused 
by the use of solid biomass 
for cooking every year and 
the number is rising such 
that it is estimated that it will 
potentially be the major killer 
ahead of HIV/AIDS, Tuber-
culosis and Malaria by 2030 ;

(6) In 9 African countries, 
more than 80% of primary 
schools have no electricity (7) 
In Africa, the poorest house-
holds spend 20 times more 
per unit of energy than the 
wealthiest households with 
a connection to the Grid; 
and (8) On current trends, it 
will take Africa until 2080 to 
achieve universal access to 
electricity.

 The absolute number of 
people with no access to 
electricity is set to rise, with 
estimates that by 2030 Africa’s 
share of the world’s popula-
tion without electricity will 
rise from 47.6 percent to 66.6 
percent, and the share with-

out clean cooking facilities 
will rise from 26.3 percent to 
34.8 percent. Most of these 
people are in rural areas. This 
calls for swift action, and such 
action must be closely aligned 
to renewable energy to power 
Africa.

The final set of statistics that 
are interesting relate to the 
size of the energy market 
from poor households in Af-
rica, those spending $2.5 per 
day, estimated at $10 billion 
per annum. 
This compares to $0.15 billion 
in the UK and $0.12 billion in 
the US for a similar group of 
people. 
 

Michael Tichareva is the 
Managing Director of Nation-
al Standard Finance Africa 
and the Executive Chairman 
of its affiliate, Claxon Actuar-
ies. He can be reached on mti-
chareva@natstandard.co.za 
or michael.t@claxonactuaries.
com. Read the full article on 
www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.
com

By Cricinfo

FORMER Zimbabwe cap-
tain Heath Streak’s shocking 
admission of cricket corrup-
tion has also shone a light 
on cryptocurrency finding 
a place in the bookies’ list of 
enticements -- a brand new 
challenge for the ICC’s An-
ti-Corruption Unit, which 
claims to be ready for the 
battle. 

Streak was this week banned 
by the ICC for eight years 
after admitting to disclose in-
side information to a suspect-
ed Indian bookie during his 
coaching stints in Zimbabwe, 
Bangladesh as well as the IPL, 
Afghanistan Premier League 
and the Bangladesh Premier 
League.

Till date, cash has been the 

most preferred mode of pay-
ment for bookies, who also 
pay in kind with cars, jewel-
lery and high-end phones.

However, Streak’s case has 
thrown up the use of bitcoin 
in corrupt payments. The 
ICC’s detailed judgement in 
the case has revealed that 
Streak once received two 
“bitcoins” from a corruptor 
in 2018, valued at $35,000 at 
that time.

“It is a new phenomenon for 
us, but we have staff capable 
of investigating it. Corrupters 
try to use all modes includ-
ing cash and ‘hawala’, which 
are not easy to trace either. 
Bitcoins pose a similar chal-
lenge,” ICC ACU General 
Manager Alex Marshall said 
in an email reply to PTI’s 
query on Thursday.

FootballTheSundayExpress
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Heath Streak - banned for eight years - 
was paid $35 000 in bitcoin to spy

So what is cryptocurrency?

In layman’s language, “Cryp-
tocurrency” is virtual money. 
It is the purchase of a digital 
asset based on an algorithm.

The bitcoins that are gener-
ated aren’t regulated by any 
central banking authority in 
any country (like the Reserve 
Bank of India) and in many 
countries like India, it is still 
an illegal tender.

In simpler words, it is a 
“Blockchain Industry” where 
a financial transaction be-
tween two people sitting in 
two different parts of the 
world will not have any inter-
mediaries.

The valuation of one bitcoin 
is staggering. One bitcoin’s 
INR value currently stands at 

Rs 46.83 lakh or $62,453.

However, the bigger challenge 
is that coding of “crypto-
currency” is believed to be 
watertight. 
There are elaborately pro-
grammed vaults (digital) and 
the tracking can be infinitely 
more difficult when com-
pared to paper tenders like 
INR, USD or GBP.

Marshall said that ICC is 
up for the challenge in the 
coming days now that a new 
method of corruption has 
emerged.

“Tracking bitcoin transac-
tions may not be easy but we 
have the right people with the 
right expertise, understand-
ing and network needed to 
ensure we stay ahead of the 
corruptors,” Marshall said.

Even BCCI’s new head of 
Anti Corruption Unit (ACU) 
Shabbir Hussain Shekhadam 
Khandwawala said that he 
heard of payment through 
bitcoins for the first time.

“Yes, I was going through the 
details of the Heath Streak 
case. I have also heard about 
bitcoin transaction for the 
first time,” the former DGP of 
Gujarat Police told PTI.

However, Hussain feels that 
tracking of corrupt people is 
not always about the keeping 
a vigil on the mode of trans-
actions.

“We always catch the people 
not by the amount or how the 
money is paid (bitcoins in this 
case). Our clues are different. 
We keep a watch on them and 
their activities and telephonic 
calls,” Hussain said.
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By Eddie Chikamhi

Former Warriors skipper 
Benjani Mwaruwari says 
he wants to chart a new 
career path in coach-
ing after completing his 
UEFA A coaching li-
cence.

The 42-year-old did his 
course in Belfast, Ireland, 
recently and is now ready 
to take on the world of 
football coaching.

He was in the same class 
with ex-professional foot-
ballers Christopher Sam-
ba and Mark Hughes.

Benjani, who has been 
shuttling in and out of 
England to visit his fami-
ly, said he decided to take 
the opportunity after he 
was caught in the middle 
of the Covid-19 travel 
restrictions in the UK.

The former Jomo Cos-
mos, Portsmouth, Man-
chester City and Black-
burn forward made the 
revelations in an inter-
view with SAfm’s, Tha-
biso Mosia, in a recent 
radio show.

“I was caught in between 
and that was a very good 
thing,” said Benjani.

“I decided to do my 
coaching badges during 
that lockdown.

“Fortunate enough, 
I made it. I have just 
completed my UEFA 
A licence. “I was with 
Portsmouth on attach-
ment whilst I was doing 
these badges. Now I need 
to forward my CV to 
the clubs and see how it 
goes.”
The UEFA A Licence is 

Benjani Mwaruwari completes 
coaching course, and declares 

availability for the Warriors - if needed
one level below the UEFA 
Pro Licence and allows 
holders to be head coach-
es of youth teams up to 
age 18, reserve teams 
for top-flight clubs, and 
men’s professional sec-
ond-tier clubs.

This badge enables hold-
ers to go for the UEFA 
Pro Licence, which is the 
is the highest coaching 
certification in Europe’s 
football management.

Benjani, who has been 
taking a back seat since 
he retired from profes-
sional football in 2014, 
said he was planning to 

take up coaching serious-
ly, following in the foot-
steps of former players 
like South African leg-
end, Benni McCarthy.

The ex-Bafana Bafana 
star played in Europe for 
over a decade before tak-
ing up coaching courses.

He had an internship 
at Sint-Truiden in Bel-
gium and was later ap-
pointed assistant coach 
under Irishman Chris 
O’’Loughlin. McCarthy 
is now back in South 
Africa where he recent-
ly had a dream season 
with Premiership side, 

AmaZulu. “If you look at 
what Benni did, he did 
his badges and was assis-
tant coach under a coach 
from Scotland, I think. 
They were coaching a 
club in Belgium.

“What I discovered while 
I was doing my course 
is that coaching is com-
pletely different from 
playing. So I am glad now 
I know that I need to get 
some experience before I 
come back home.
“My wish now is to 
be involved be it at an 
academy or as an assis-
tant coach at some club 
around in Europe.

“Maybe, two years down 
the line, then I may con-
sider coming back home,” 
said Benjani.

He said he was still con-
sidering to be involved in 
administration.

He was frustrated in the 
past after he made known 
his interests to contest the 
ZIFA presidency.

“I have loved football 
since I was young so any-
thing to do with football, 
I would love to get in-
volved in some way,” said 
Benjani.
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MY last article in the Sun-
day Express gave my fellow 
diaspora family food for 
thought. 

In interactive discussions 
on opportunities in Zim-
babwe, I concluded that we 
have become a nation that 
has become comfortable re-
ceiving bad news about our 
country and find it difficult 
to consume any element of 
positive development hap-
pening in Zimbabwe. 

We have become so gulli-
ble to negative news and 
have forgotten to look for 
the rainbow after the rain, 
its time to change this 
narrative and look within 
ourselves and audit our 
actions, as we celebrate 41 
years of Independence – 
Happy birthday Zimbabwe.

Recently International well 
known actress Thandie 
Newton, announced that 
she will now be known by 
her full name: Thandiwe 
Newton Parker, she is the 
daughter of Zimbabwean 
mother Nyasha, a health-
care worker from the Shona 
tribe, reports an online 
tabloid. 

All of a sudden it became 
cool to  to be identified as 
Zimbabwean and have a 
full African name.

According to the Inter-
national Organisation for 
Migration in Southern Af-
rica last week reported that 
Zimbabweans working and 
living outside their country 
are willing to invest back 
home and boost the econ-

pect your blessings to come 
from, when the inheritance 
worked for by your father /
mother is badly neglected 
by tenants if at all. 

Estate agents missing an 
opportunity to maintain 
and manage such prop-
erties in and around the 
country.

 Others have never been 
back or set foot in over 20 
years probably trying hard 
to forget their roots, might 
end up one day like Thand-
iwe Newton Parker finally 
standing up to embrac-
ing who she is and not be 
embarrassed to be Zimba-
bwean. 

Last but not least  a sizeable 
number choose to retire 
back home and laid to rest 
in Zimbabwe.  

Why should the skills and 
experience that we have 
developed die outside that 
country with our genera-
tion? 

Many in the diaspora are 
well educated and have 
held senior positions in 
corporates and would like 
the opportunity to give 
back the much need skills 
and training to the next 
generation.

Addlyne Hencil is with Jit-Tv 
& The Media Box, Mud Hut 
Consulting, Tinavo Hold-
ings, and Healthcare Infusion 
Solutions. This column is 
published in partnership with 
The Sunday Express. Follow 
her on social media. Her 
new programme Ndinotaura 
Zvandinoda is loading.

omy, as long as there is a 
good environment, with 
more than two million 
Zimbabweans are estimat-
ed to be in neighbouring 
South Africa and Botswa-
na, while thousands are 
based in the UK, Australia, 
and Canada among other 
nations.

An opportunity that Gov-
ernment needs to take by 
opening their doors wider 
and preparing structures 
and processes to welcome 
returning residences hold-
ing investments and skills. 

I speak from experience 
when I say that it is not 
easy to approach Govern-
ment and other entities 
with Investment opportuni-

ties, it is challenging to get 
the attention of the right 
key decision makers. 
There seems to be an el-
ement of fear in decision 
making within the struc-
tures.
Living in the diaspora is 
not easy, this I agree, with 
many challenges to over 
come and the expectation 
from extended family often 
referred to as “black tax”.  

Most are taking care of 
more than three house-
holds and having to work 
extra long hours to cope 
financially. 

Some are living hand to 
mouth and have become 
comfortable in the wake up, 
go to work, get paid, pay 

bills and start all over again 
– month in and month out, 
leaving no room for self 
development or investment 
back home. 

While others see no reason 
to think investment and 
development back home 
because they have no inten-
tions of returning home. 

As I went around our 
neighbourhood in South 
Downs Gweru – it is sad to 
see the dilapidating prop-
erties which were once a 
parents pride and joy, now 
deceased and the property 
inherited by children who 
all reside in the diaspora. 

 A responsibility that many 
in the diaspora have negat-
ed – I ask where do you ex-

Speaking my mind 
with Addlyne Hencil

Thandie Newton Parker in the news, 
and it gives us time to reflect on the 

importance of identity Zimbabwe

Bigger audiences await DSE 
writers, strategists, com-
mentators, analysts, deci-
sion-makers, opinion leaders 
– and all those who dare to 
See News Differently
The Sunday Express

 This week we begin the 
process of selling The Sunday 
Express to the many people 
– writers, strategists, com-
mentators, analysts, deci-
sion-makers, opinion leaders 
– and all those who dare to 
See News Differently – every 
week. The Sunday Express 
owes a lot to all those who 
assist our readers, followers, 
fans, stakeholders and sub-
scribers – and the time has 
come for us to give back to 
the news communities who 
shape, engage and set the 
agenda on the digital news-
paper – and on the Zim-SA 
communities throughout the 
world.

Ours has been a quasi-public 
mandate to inform, educate 
and entertain – and as such 

we are selling – this newspa-
per – yes: selling as in saying; 
henceforth: The Sunday Ex-
press – all four editions – will 
now be sold as a premium 
product that you can buy, pay 
for, and do whatever you want 
with your newspaper.

By acquiring your subscrip-
tion – you – our forerunners 
at The Sunday Express Sub-
scriber Edition will exercise 
the first option to become 
signed up subscribers in the 
pilot project that rolls out on 
November 1 – and you will 
be the first group of peo-
ple to grab your subscriber 
copies – and test out the DSE 
subscription services – com-
plete with products, services, 
promotions, merchandise and 

amazing readers rewards with 
our partners and groups of 
companies.

 It is a strategic move on our 
– and your side – you derive 
the full value out of The Sun-

day Express and its 5 million 
readers a month on multiple 
platforms – and you get the 
opportunity to shape the di-
rection of the newspaper, but 
also the national discourse of 
the Zim diaspora – in more 

ways than currently available.

So check out the cover price 
that we have included on 
the COVER of DSE this 
week – and prepare to claim 
your stake in this newspa-
per – and for the future.  Our 
subscriptions will be rolled 
out on a R12.50 / $1 (per 
copy per week)  for all new 
subscriptions – this for you 
(the readers) to receive four 
newspapers per month at R49 
discounted (T&Cs).

It is a pilot project to be rolled 
out throughout what remains 
of October, and right through 
November and during the 
whole festive season.

The complete subscriber val-
ue pack will be consolidated 
in February 2022 – so worry 
not – we will guide you every 
step of the way in which The 
Sunday Express will unlock 
all the value that has been in 
the Sunday Express thus far – 
and hand it over to you (the 
reader) on a silver platter.
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A great time to remember 
Joshua Nkomo, the true 

Father Of Zimbabwe

In Memory Of Dr Joshua 
Nkomo, Father Zimbabwe, 
Umafukufuku, Chibwechit-
edza, UMdala Wethu Father 
Zimbabwe left us a country 
to build. Let us not disap-
point him
 

By Kennedy Mandaza
 
 

It’s now 22 years since the 
death of Father Zimbabwe Dr. 
Joshua Nyongolo “Chibwe-
chitedza” Nkomo, one of the 
founding fathers of Zimba-
bwe, a hero of the liberation 
struggle, and man of the 
people.

The legacy of Dr. Joshua Nko-
mo lives on up to today. He is 
a man to whom the unity and 
peace that Zimbabwe enjoy 
is accredited to, because he 
wanted a peaceful and united 
nation.

While there are many lessons 
to be learnt from the life of 
Dr Joshua Nkomo which 
spanned for 82 years, the love 
for his people and country, 
peace and unity comes tops.

He sacrificed the greater part 
of his adulthood fighting for 
the independence of Zim-
babwe and fulfilling of his 
dream of achieving a nation.

Furthermore, whenever unity 
and peace were needed for 
the furtherance of the peo-
ple of Zimbabwe’s cause, Dr. 
Joshua Nkomo was able to 
sacrifice, compromise and 
accommodate the views of 
others but guided by princi-
ple.

For Dr Joshua Nkomo peace 
and unity of Zimbabwe was 
of utmost importance par-
ticularly as ingredients of the 
development trajectory for a 

better Zimbabwe.

He understood and demon-
strated practically these 
virtues culminating in the 
signing of the Unity Accord 
in 1987, to usher in peace and 
unity for which he had given 
everything for.

As we commemorate Dr Josh-
ua Nkomo’s life and legacy, at 
a time things are looking up 
in Zimbabwe, we must draw 
lessons of selflessness, servant 
leadership, accommodation 
and compromise, as we seek 
to consolidate the socio-eco-
nomic development vision of 
the country.

 
The future of Zimbabwe 
requires many Joshuas, youth, 
who are ready to selflessly, 
sacrificial and out of patri-
otism do all that is humanly 
possible to help the country 

realise vision 2030.

As a youth Joshua Nkomo 
gave his life to the struggle for 
the liberation of Zimbabwe. 
He was a staunch national-
ist who knew no boundary, 
region, nor tribe but a Zim-
babwe that needed his selfless 
service for the people of Zim-
babwe, the Zimbabwe that he 
loved so much.

The challenge now is to us 
who are living to complete 
the journey that Dr Joshua 
Nkomo and other founding 
fathers, heroes and heroines, 
started. A journey that re-
quires incorruptible selfless 
youths who are ready to com-
promise and accommodate 
on principle for the good of 
the generality of Zimbabwe-
ans.

 
This is a passionate plea to 

fellow citizens, to do the right 
thing and stop destroying our 
own country for expediency.

The recovery of Zimbabwe’s 
economy requires more than 
political dialogue. It requires 
men, women and youths who 
espouse the character and 
virtues of Dr Joshua Nkomo.

 
However, there are real issues 
that require decisive, radical 
and urgent attention ensure 
that we achieve Zimbabwe 
that Dr Joshua Nkomo would 
have loved to see.

Among these are corruption 
and selfishness, which are 
evils that Dr Nkomo would 
not have wanted.

Because of our egos, we are 
all complicity to the demise of 
our economy.

It is time that we understand 
that the government can do 
so much, and we as respon-
sible citizens must play our 
part for the economic recov-
ery of our country.

Father Zimbabwe played 
his part, and we have a duty 
to sustain that which they 
started.

The vision of the current 
administration is consistent 
with the vision that Father 
Zimbabwe had for the coun-
try.

He knew that to achieve this 
vision he needed all hands 
on the deck and honest hard 
work from each everyone 
across the country.

ZANU PF under the leader-
ship of President Mnangagwa 
has been consistently calling 
all people to rally behind 
vision 2030. President Mnan-
gagwa has been resolute on 
urging people to unite, love 
each other, contribute self-
lessly through honest hard 
work to vision 2030.

There are tangible signs on 
the ground of hope and 
economic development in the 
country. Dr. Joshua Nkomo 
while he would have loved to 
see more, the current trajec-
tory elicits a smile of hope.

 
What is needed now is for 
youths, who are the current 
and future leaders, to sup-
port ZANU PF, the right foot 
forward, in its quest to see 
a middle-income society by 
2030.

Dr Joshua Nkomo, “Father 
Zimbabwe,” “Umafukufuku,” 
“Chibwechitedza,” uMdala 
wethu left us a country to 
build, selflessly and sacrifi-
cially for posterity.
 

Kennedy Mapesa Mandaza is 
the ZANU PF SA Secretary for 
Information and Publicity. He 
writes in his personal capacity 
and the views shared in this 
article are his.
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Get ready for July 22 as we 
engage and continue placing 
on the table the issues that 
concern and divide us, also 
find solutions to our situa-
tion
 

By Farai Madzivanyika

The Diaspora Desk which 
sits within the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national trade together with 
ZimThrive, an apolitical 
diaspora initiative, are jointly 
hosting a diaspora engage-
ment conference alongside 
the Zimbabwe International 
Trade Fair (ZITF) on 22 July 
2021 in Bulawayo.

This will be one of the first 
diaspora engagements with 
their country and will hope-
fully be the first of many 
more to come.

ZimThrive is an apolitical 
diaspora initiative that was in 
the advanced stages of prepa-
ration to hold a diaspora 
homecoming event that was 
to be held in April 2020 in 
conjunction with the Diaspo-
ra Desk before the Covid-19 
pandemic set in and caused 
the cancellation of the event.

The initiative is premised 
around creating a positive 
narrative about our home 
country centred around its 
great tourism potential, its 
great people of diverse cul-
tures, and fostering a spirit 
of engagement amongst its 
peoples.

There is no doubt that there 
is a level of mistrust between 
the Zimbabwean diaspora 
and her home country, a 
mistrust that is acknowledged 
across the board.

However, efforts to dialogue 
as in the planned conference 
should be seen as an effort to 
engage, acquaint and begin to 
deal with the issues that seem 
to divide these two constitu-
encies.

 “The invitation of the Di-

aspora Desk to our initia-
tive, ZimThrive, is therefore 
commendable as a first step”, 
said ZimThrive Southern 
Africa Co-ordinator, Mr Farai 
Madziwanyika.

Since the conference is run-
ning alongside the ZITF, the 
theme will be business-ori-
ented as the Diaspora Desk 
seeks to engage the diaspora 
to exchange ideas on how the 
diaspora can be co-opted into 
the economic sector of the 
country.
 
“The fact that the diaspora 
is now one of the leading 
contributors of foreign cur-
rency through remittances to 
Zimbabwe is common knowl-
edge and needs no further 
mentioning”, said Mr Madzi-
wanyika.

“However, the diaspora must 
not be known only for their 
remittances, but must also 
participate in the opportu-
nities that arise within the 
economy of her home coun-
try”.

“Opportunities for skills 
transfer must be sought in or-
der that the exposure gained 
in many industries across 
the globe is harnessed for the 
development of our country” 
he went further to say.

“We must be involved in the 
nation-building of Zimbabwe 
and we must contribute not 
just financially and through 
our skills, but also by pro-
moting our beautiful tourist 
destinations that include one 
of the main wonders of the 
word, the Victoria Falls.

We must be proud of our 
country, its culture, its foods 
and its peoples.

 

Only then can we speak 
glowingly of what a beau-
tiful country we have, and 
thus encourage more to visit, 
boosting our tourism and 
economy”.
 
“We must engage and con-

tinue placing on the table the 
issues that concern and divide 
us and find solutions to our 

situation. Only through such 
initiatives can we begin to 
re-acquaint ourselves with 
each other and break the 
barriers that we sometimes 
find ourselves facing, at times, 
unnecessarily. 

Only through such engage-
ments can we speak to one 
another, share ideas and build 
ourselves as a people and in 
turn, build our country”.

“I sincerely hope that we can 
as a diaspora increasingly 
communicate amongst our-
selves and structure ourselves 
formally so that we can speak 
and engage with our country 
with one voice not only over 
business-related issues but 
also on social and other issues 
that affect us as a grouping of 
countrymen living abroad”.

 The Diaspora Desk and 
ZimThrive therefore invites 
those keen to participate to 
register on www.zimthrive.
com/diaspora-forum . We also 
call upon businesses who wish 
to participate in the B2B ses-
sions to register on the same 
link or to contact faraim@
zimthrive.com

Time To Put Words Into Action 
For All The Zimbabwean 

Diaspora Forums Out There
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By Cricinfo

FORMER Zimbabwe cap-
tain Heath Streak’s shocking 
admission of cricket corrup-
tion has also shone a light 
on cryptocurrency finding 
a place in the bookies’ list of 
enticements -- a brand new 
challenge for the ICC’s An-
ti-Corruption Unit, which 
claims to be ready for the 
battle. 

Streak was this week banned 
by the ICC for eight years 
after admitting to disclose in-
side information to a suspect-
ed Indian bookie during his 
coaching stints in Zimbabwe, 
Bangladesh as well as the IPL, 
Afghanistan Premier League 
and the Bangladesh Premier 
League.

Till date, cash has been the 

most preferred mode of pay-
ment for bookies, who also 
pay in kind with cars, jewel-
lery and high-end phones.

However, Streak’s case has 
thrown up the use of bitcoin 
in corrupt payments. The 
ICC’s detailed judgement in 
the case has revealed that 
Streak once received two 
“bitcoins” from a corruptor 
in 2018, valued at $35,000 at 
that time.

“It is a new phenomenon for 
us, but we have staff capable 
of investigating it. Corrupters 
try to use all modes includ-
ing cash and ‘hawala’, which 
are not easy to trace either. 
Bitcoins pose a similar chal-
lenge,” ICC ACU General 
Manager Alex Marshall said 
in an email reply to PTI’s 
query on Thursday.
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Heath Streak - banned for eight years - 
was paid $35 000 in bitcoin to spy

So what is cryptocurrency?

In layman’s language, “Cryp-
tocurrency” is virtual money. 
It is the purchase of a digital 
asset based on an algorithm.

The bitcoins that are gener-
ated aren’t regulated by any 
central banking authority in 
any country (like the Reserve 
Bank of India) and in many 
countries like India, it is still 
an illegal tender.

In simpler words, it is a 
“Blockchain Industry” where 
a financial transaction be-
tween two people sitting in 
two different parts of the 
world will not have any inter-
mediaries.

The valuation of one bitcoin 
is staggering. One bitcoin’s 
INR value currently stands at 

Rs 46.83 lakh or $62,453.

However, the bigger challenge 
is that coding of “crypto-
currency” is believed to be 
watertight. 
There are elaborately pro-
grammed vaults (digital) and 
the tracking can be infinitely 
more difficult when com-
pared to paper tenders like 
INR, USD or GBP.

Marshall said that ICC is 
up for the challenge in the 
coming days now that a new 
method of corruption has 
emerged.

“Tracking bitcoin transac-
tions may not be easy but we 
have the right people with the 
right expertise, understand-
ing and network needed to 
ensure we stay ahead of the 
corruptors,” Marshall said.

Even BCCI’s new head of 
Anti Corruption Unit (ACU) 
Shabbir Hussain Shekhadam 
Khandwawala said that he 
heard of payment through 
bitcoins for the first time.

“Yes, I was going through the 
details of the Heath Streak 
case. I have also heard about 
bitcoin transaction for the 
first time,” the former DGP of 
Gujarat Police told PTI.

However, Hussain feels that 
tracking of corrupt people is 
not always about the keeping 
a vigil on the mode of trans-
actions.

“We always catch the people 
not by the amount or how the 
money is paid (bitcoins in this 
case). Our clues are different. 
We keep a watch on them and 
their activities and telephonic 
calls,” Hussain said.
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By Eddie Chikamhi

Former Warriors skipper 
Benjani Mwaruwari says 
he wants to chart a new 
career path in coach-
ing after completing his 
UEFA A coaching li-
cence.

The 42-year-old did his 
course in Belfast, Ireland, 
recently and is now ready 
to take on the world of 
football coaching.

He was in the same class 
with ex-professional foot-
ballers Christopher Sam-
ba and Mark Hughes.

Benjani, who has been 
shuttling in and out of 
England to visit his fami-
ly, said he decided to take 
the opportunity after he 
was caught in the middle 
of the Covid-19 travel 
restrictions in the UK.

The former Jomo Cos-
mos, Portsmouth, Man-
chester City and Black-
burn forward made the 
revelations in an inter-
view with SAfm’s, Tha-
biso Mosia, in a recent 
radio show.

“I was caught in between 
and that was a very good 
thing,” said Benjani.

“I decided to do my 
coaching badges during 
that lockdown.

“Fortunate enough, 
I made it. I have just 
completed my UEFA 
A licence. “I was with 
Portsmouth on attach-
ment whilst I was doing 
these badges. Now I need 
to forward my CV to 
the clubs and see how it 
goes.”
The UEFA A Licence is 

Benjani Mwaruwari completes 
coaching course, and declares 

availability for the Warriors - if needed
one level below the UEFA 
Pro Licence and allows 
holders to be head coach-
es of youth teams up to 
age 18, reserve teams 
for top-flight clubs, and 
men’s professional sec-
ond-tier clubs.

This badge enables hold-
ers to go for the UEFA 
Pro Licence, which is the 
is the highest coaching 
certification in Europe’s 
football management.

Benjani, who has been 
taking a back seat since 
he retired from profes-
sional football in 2014, 
said he was planning to 

take up coaching serious-
ly, following in the foot-
steps of former players 
like South African leg-
end, Benni McCarthy.

The ex-Bafana Bafana 
star played in Europe for 
over a decade before tak-
ing up coaching courses.

He had an internship 
at Sint-Truiden in Bel-
gium and was later ap-
pointed assistant coach 
under Irishman Chris 
O’’Loughlin. McCarthy 
is now back in South 
Africa where he recent-
ly had a dream season 
with Premiership side, 

AmaZulu. “If you look at 
what Benni did, he did 
his badges and was assis-
tant coach under a coach 
from Scotland, I think. 
They were coaching a 
club in Belgium.

“What I discovered while 
I was doing my course 
is that coaching is com-
pletely different from 
playing. So I am glad now 
I know that I need to get 
some experience before I 
come back home.
“My wish now is to 
be involved be it at an 
academy or as an assis-
tant coach at some club 
around in Europe.

“Maybe, two years down 
the line, then I may con-
sider coming back home,” 
said Benjani.

He said he was still con-
sidering to be involved in 
administration.

He was frustrated in the 
past after he made known 
his interests to contest the 
ZIFA presidency.

“I have loved football 
since I was young so any-
thing to do with football, 
I would love to get in-
volved in some way,” said 
Benjani.
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MY last article in the Sun-
day Express gave my fellow 
diaspora family food for 
thought. 

In interactive discussions 
on opportunities in Zim-
babwe, I concluded that we 
have become a nation that 
has become comfortable re-
ceiving bad news about our 
country and find it difficult 
to consume any element of 
positive development hap-
pening in Zimbabwe. 

We have become so gulli-
ble to negative news and 
have forgotten to look for 
the rainbow after the rain, 
its time to change this 
narrative and look within 
ourselves and audit our 
actions, as we celebrate 41 
years of Independence – 
Happy birthday Zimbabwe.

Recently International well 
known actress Thandie 
Newton, announced that 
she will now be known by 
her full name: Thandiwe 
Newton Parker, she is the 
daughter of Zimbabwean 
mother Nyasha, a health-
care worker from the Shona 
tribe, reports an online 
tabloid. 

All of a sudden it became 
cool to  to be identified as 
Zimbabwean and have a 
full African name.

According to the Inter-
national Organisation for 
Migration in Southern Af-
rica last week reported that 
Zimbabweans working and 
living outside their country 
are willing to invest back 
home and boost the econ-

pect your blessings to come 
from, when the inheritance 
worked for by your father /
mother is badly neglected 
by tenants if at all. 

Estate agents missing an 
opportunity to maintain 
and manage such prop-
erties in and around the 
country.

 Others have never been 
back or set foot in over 20 
years probably trying hard 
to forget their roots, might 
end up one day like Thand-
iwe Newton Parker finally 
standing up to embrac-
ing who she is and not be 
embarrassed to be Zimba-
bwean. 

Last but not least  a sizeable 
number choose to retire 
back home and laid to rest 
in Zimbabwe.  

Why should the skills and 
experience that we have 
developed die outside that 
country with our genera-
tion? 

Many in the diaspora are 
well educated and have 
held senior positions in 
corporates and would like 
the opportunity to give 
back the much need skills 
and training to the next 
generation.

Addlyne Hencil is with Jit-Tv 
& The Media Box, Mud Hut 
Consulting, Tinavo Hold-
ings, and Healthcare Infusion 
Solutions. This column is 
published in partnership with 
The Sunday Express. Follow 
her on social media. Her 
new programme Ndinotaura 
Zvandinoda is loading.

omy, as long as there is a 
good environment, with 
more than two million 
Zimbabweans are estimat-
ed to be in neighbouring 
South Africa and Botswa-
na, while thousands are 
based in the UK, Australia, 
and Canada among other 
nations.

An opportunity that Gov-
ernment needs to take by 
opening their doors wider 
and preparing structures 
and processes to welcome 
returning residences hold-
ing investments and skills. 

I speak from experience 
when I say that it is not 
easy to approach Govern-
ment and other entities 
with Investment opportuni-

ties, it is challenging to get 
the attention of the right 
key decision makers. 
There seems to be an el-
ement of fear in decision 
making within the struc-
tures.
Living in the diaspora is 
not easy, this I agree, with 
many challenges to over 
come and the expectation 
from extended family often 
referred to as “black tax”.  

Most are taking care of 
more than three house-
holds and having to work 
extra long hours to cope 
financially. 

Some are living hand to 
mouth and have become 
comfortable in the wake up, 
go to work, get paid, pay 

bills and start all over again 
– month in and month out, 
leaving no room for self 
development or investment 
back home. 

While others see no reason 
to think investment and 
development back home 
because they have no inten-
tions of returning home. 

As I went around our 
neighbourhood in South 
Downs Gweru – it is sad to 
see the dilapidating prop-
erties which were once a 
parents pride and joy, now 
deceased and the property 
inherited by children who 
all reside in the diaspora. 

 A responsibility that many 
in the diaspora have negat-
ed – I ask where do you ex-

Speaking my mind 
with Addlyne Hencil

Thandie Newton Parker in the news, 
and it gives us time to reflect on the 

importance of identity Zimbabwe

Bigger audiences await DSE 
writers, strategists, com-
mentators, analysts, deci-
sion-makers, opinion leaders 
– and all those who dare to 
See News Differently
The Sunday Express

 This week we begin the 
process of selling The Sunday 
Express to the many people 
– writers, strategists, com-
mentators, analysts, deci-
sion-makers, opinion leaders 
– and all those who dare to 
See News Differently – every 
week. The Sunday Express 
owes a lot to all those who 
assist our readers, followers, 
fans, stakeholders and sub-
scribers – and the time has 
come for us to give back to 
the news communities who 
shape, engage and set the 
agenda on the digital news-
paper – and on the Zim-SA 
communities throughout the 
world.

Ours has been a quasi-public 
mandate to inform, educate 
and entertain – and as such 
we are selling – this newspa-

per – yes: selling as in saying; 
henceforth: The Sunday Ex-
press – all four editions – will 
now be sold as a premium 
product that you can buy, pay 
for, and do whatever you want 
with your newspaper.

By acquiring your subscrip-
tion – you – our forerunners 
at The Sunday Express Sub-
scriber Edition will exercise 
the first option to become 
signed up subscribers in the 
pilot project that rolls out on 
November 1 – and you will 
be the first group of peo-
ple to grab your subscriber 
copies – and test out the DSE 
subscription services – com-
plete with products, services, 
promotions, merchandise and 
amazing readers rewards with 

our partners and groups of 
companies.

 It is a strategic move on our 
– and your side – you derive 
the full value out of The Sun-
day Express and its 5 million 
readers a month on multiple 
platforms – and you get the 

opportunity to shape the di-
rection of the newspaper, but 
also the national discourse of 
the Zim diaspora – in more 
ways than currently available.

So check out the cover price 
that we have included on 
the COVER of DSE this 

week – and prepare to claim 
your stake in this newspa-
per – and for the future.  Our 
subscriptions will be rolled 
out on a R12.50 / $1 (per 
copy per week)  for all new 
subscriptions – this for you 
(the readers) to receive four 
newspapers per month at R49 
discounted (T&Cs).
It is a pilot project to be rolled 
out throughout what remains 
of October, and right through 
November and during the 
whole festive season.

The complete subscriber val-
ue pack will be consolidated 
in February 2022 – so worry 
not – we will guide you every 
step of the way in which The 
Sunday Express will unlock 
all the value that has been in 
the Sunday Express thus far – 
and hand it over to you (the 
reader) on a silver platter.

Touch Tomorrow with DSE. 
Unlock Readers’s Value 
Points, Prepare To Earn Re-
wards Every Week: And See 
News Differently. - See www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com
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A great time to remember 
Joshua Nkomo, the true 

Father Of Zimbabwe

In Memory Of Dr Joshua 
Nkomo, Father Zimbabwe, 
Umafukufuku, Chibwechit-
edza, UMdala Wethu Father 
Zimbabwe left us a country 
to build. Let us not disap-
point him
 

By Kennedy Mandaza
 
 

It’s now 22 years since the 
death of Father Zimbabwe Dr. 
Joshua Nyongolo “Chibwe-
chitedza” Nkomo, one of the 
founding fathers of Zimba-
bwe, a hero of the liberation 
struggle, and man of the 
people.

The legacy of Dr. Joshua Nko-
mo lives on up to today. He is 
a man to whom the unity and 
peace that Zimbabwe enjoy 
is accredited to, because he 
wanted a peaceful and united 
nation.

While there are many lessons 
to be learnt from the life of 
Dr Joshua Nkomo which 
spanned for 82 years, the love 
for his people and country, 
peace and unity comes tops.

He sacrificed the greater part 
of his adulthood fighting for 
the independence of Zim-
babwe and fulfilling of his 
dream of achieving a nation.

Furthermore, whenever unity 
and peace were needed for 
the furtherance of the peo-
ple of Zimbabwe’s cause, Dr. 
Joshua Nkomo was able to 
sacrifice, compromise and 
accommodate the views of 
others but guided by princi-
ple.

For Dr Joshua Nkomo peace 
and unity of Zimbabwe was 
of utmost importance par-
ticularly as ingredients of the 
development trajectory for a 

better Zimbabwe.

He understood and demon-
strated practically these 
virtues culminating in the 
signing of the Unity Accord 
in 1987, to usher in peace and 
unity for which he had given 
everything for.

As we commemorate Dr Josh-
ua Nkomo’s life and legacy, at 
a time things are looking up 
in Zimbabwe, we must draw 
lessons of selflessness, servant 
leadership, accommodation 
and compromise, as we seek 
to consolidate the socio-eco-
nomic development vision of 
the country.

 
The future of Zimbabwe 
requires many Joshuas, youth, 
who are ready to selflessly, 
sacrificial and out of patri-
otism do all that is humanly 
possible to help the country 

realise vision 2030.

As a youth Joshua Nkomo 
gave his life to the struggle for 
the liberation of Zimbabwe. 
He was a staunch national-
ist who knew no boundary, 
region, nor tribe but a Zim-
babwe that needed his selfless 
service for the people of Zim-
babwe, the Zimbabwe that he 
loved so much.

The challenge now is to us 
who are living to complete 
the journey that Dr Joshua 
Nkomo and other founding 
fathers, heroes and heroines, 
started. A journey that re-
quires incorruptible selfless 
youths who are ready to com-
promise and accommodate 
on principle for the good of 
the generality of Zimbabwe-
ans.

 
This is a passionate plea to 

fellow citizens, to do the right 
thing and stop destroying our 
own country for expediency.

The recovery of Zimbabwe’s 
economy requires more than 
political dialogue. It requires 
men, women and youths who 
espouse the character and 
virtues of Dr Joshua Nkomo.

 
However, there are real issues 
that require decisive, radical 
and urgent attention ensure 
that we achieve Zimbabwe 
that Dr Joshua Nkomo would 
have loved to see.

Among these are corruption 
and selfishness, which are 
evils that Dr Nkomo would 
not have wanted.

Because of our egos, we are 
all complicity to the demise of 
our economy.

It is time that we understand 
that the government can do 
so much, and we as respon-
sible citizens must play our 
part for the economic recov-
ery of our country.

Father Zimbabwe played 
his part, and we have a duty 
to sustain that which they 
started.

The vision of the current 
administration is consistent 
with the vision that Father 
Zimbabwe had for the coun-
try.

He knew that to achieve this 
vision he needed all hands 
on the deck and honest hard 
work from each everyone 
across the country.

ZANU PF under the leader-
ship of President Mnangagwa 
has been consistently calling 
all people to rally behind 
vision 2030. President Mnan-
gagwa has been resolute on 
urging people to unite, love 
each other, contribute self-
lessly through honest hard 
work to vision 2030.

There are tangible signs on 
the ground of hope and 
economic development in the 
country. Dr. Joshua Nkomo 
while he would have loved to 
see more, the current trajec-
tory elicits a smile of hope.

 
What is needed now is for 
youths, who are the current 
and future leaders, to sup-
port ZANU PF, the right foot 
forward, in its quest to see 
a middle-income society by 
2030.

Dr Joshua Nkomo, “Father 
Zimbabwe,” “Umafukufuku,” 
“Chibwechitedza,” uMdala 
wethu left us a country to 
build, selflessly and sacrifi-
cially for posterity.
 

Kennedy Mapesa Mandaza is 
the ZANU PF SA Secretary for 
Information and Publicity. He 
writes in his personal capacity 
and the views shared in this 
article are his.
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Get ready for July 22 as we 
engage and continue placing 
on the table the issues that 
concern and divide us, also 
find solutions to our situa-
tion
 

By Farai Madzivanyika

The Diaspora Desk which 
sits within the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and Inter-
national trade together with 
ZimThrive, an apolitical 
diaspora initiative, are jointly 
hosting a diaspora engage-
ment conference alongside 
the Zimbabwe International 
Trade Fair (ZITF) on 22 July 
2021 in Bulawayo.

This will be one of the first 
diaspora engagements with 
their country and will hope-
fully be the first of many 
more to come.

ZimThrive is an apolitical 
diaspora initiative that was in 
the advanced stages of prepa-
ration to hold a diaspora 
homecoming event that was 
to be held in April 2020 in 
conjunction with the Diaspo-
ra Desk before the Covid-19 
pandemic set in and caused 
the cancellation of the event.

The initiative is premised 
around creating a positive 
narrative about our home 
country centred around its 
great tourism potential, its 
great people of diverse cul-
tures, and fostering a spirit 
of engagement amongst its 
peoples.

There is no doubt that there 
is a level of mistrust between 
the Zimbabwean diaspora 
and her home country, a 
mistrust that is acknowledged 
across the board.

However, efforts to dialogue 
as in the planned conference 
should be seen as an effort to 
engage, acquaint and begin to 
deal with the issues that seem 
to divide these two constitu-
encies.

 “The invitation of the Di-

aspora Desk to our initia-
tive, ZimThrive, is therefore 
commendable as a first step”, 
said ZimThrive Southern 
Africa Co-ordinator, Mr Farai 
Madziwanyika.

Since the conference is run-
ning alongside the ZITF, the 
theme will be business-ori-
ented as the Diaspora Desk 
seeks to engage the diaspora 
to exchange ideas on how the 
diaspora can be co-opted into 
the economic sector of the 
country.
 
“The fact that the diaspora 
is now one of the leading 
contributors of foreign cur-
rency through remittances to 
Zimbabwe is common knowl-
edge and needs no further 
mentioning”, said Mr Madzi-
wanyika.

“However, the diaspora must 
not be known only for their 
remittances, but must also 
participate in the opportu-
nities that arise within the 
economy of her home coun-
try”.

“Opportunities for skills 
transfer must be sought in or-
der that the exposure gained 
in many industries across 
the globe is harnessed for the 
development of our country” 
he went further to say.

“We must be involved in the 
nation-building of Zimbabwe 
and we must contribute not 
just financially and through 
our skills, but also by pro-
moting our beautiful tourist 
destinations that include one 
of the main wonders of the 
word, the Victoria Falls.

We must be proud of our 
country, its culture, its foods 
and its peoples.

 

Only then can we speak 
glowingly of what a beau-
tiful country we have, and 
thus encourage more to visit, 
boosting our tourism and 
economy”.
 
“We must engage and con-

tinue placing on the table the 
issues that concern and divide 
us and find solutions to our 

situation. Only through such 
initiatives can we begin to 
re-acquaint ourselves with 
each other and break the 
barriers that we sometimes 
find ourselves facing, at times, 
unnecessarily. 

Only through such engage-
ments can we speak to one 
another, share ideas and build 
ourselves as a people and in 
turn, build our country”.

“I sincerely hope that we can 
as a diaspora increasingly 
communicate amongst our-
selves and structure ourselves 
formally so that we can speak 
and engage with our country 
with one voice not only over 
business-related issues but 
also on social and other issues 
that affect us as a grouping of 
countrymen living abroad”.

 The Diaspora Desk and 
ZimThrive therefore invites 
those keen to participate to 
register on www.zimthrive.
com/diaspora-forum . We also 
call upon businesses who wish 
to participate in the B2B ses-
sions to register on the same 
link or to contact faraim@
zimthrive.com

Time To Put Words Into Action 
For All The Zimbabwean 

Diaspora Forums Out There

Readers Rewards With Every New Subscription: Join Today
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Fiction

As I slowly made my way, 
I began to feel trapped, 
it was as if my husband’s 
shadow had engulfed my 
whole body

I know where I started 
getting things wrong, 
Chazera, and now that 
you are gone, I have 
no time to romanticise 
the savage pleasures of 
your debauched com-
pany among the reeds. 
Everything is now past 
admonition, yet being 
human, I cannot help 
crying over spilt milk. I 
wish I had told you what 
I disdained in Tsoka, for 
the wrong reasons, as I 
now know.

I think you would have 
corrected me.

Now it is water under 
the bridge, or maybe the 
mere wetness left by a 
stream that has already 
run its course.

I wish the spirit world 
had ears. Maybe you 
would hear me tell you 
that it was all a lie. Our 
relationship was a blatant 
lie. I wish I could tell you 
when your stomach start-
ed bulging that I felt not 
even the slightest pity.

I searched my heart for 
that painful spot that 
wells up with tears when 
invalidity incapacitates 
a bosom friend but 
found nothing. It was as 
if someone had thrown 
a load of sand into that 

corner where thoughts of 
you would light the hot-
test fire.

 It was such a memora-
ble experience when we 
made a fool of a man who 
was defending his nest 
before the Village Court.

Your correction would 
have made us better 
lovers, but when I invited 
you to eat from the same 
plate in the presence 
of my husband, I had 
thrown caution to the 
wind and you allowed the 
same madness to drag 
you into the trap that cost 
you your life, and me, 
the last morsel of social 
standing.

The manner you died 
chokes the village air with 
gossip, especially after 
being dragged to court 

Fiction Writing With 
Nhamo Muchagumisa

Touching The Painful Spot
over a meal. Apart from 
your mysterious illness, 
the most grisly memory 
about our relationship 
was our encounter with 
Tsoka’s dog among the 
reeds. Was it by mere 
coincidence that the dog 
appeared from the blue 
and picked up your hand-
kerchief? Was it really 
a dog or an act of black 
magic by its master?

We never got the oppor-
tunity to ask each other 
how we found our sep-
arate ways home. I only 
managed to walk half a 
kilometre from the river, 
then physical deteriora-
tion began to take its toll. 
All my joints were aching 
as if there was a load of 
metal pins in every joint. 
I could hardly breathe.

Every breath of air I 

sucked into my lungs was 
an assault to the organs. 
I felt sand grains pelting 
the walls of my lungs 
with every draught of air 
I drew into my chest.

As I slowly made my way, 
I began to feel trapped. 
It was as if my husband’s 
shadow had engulfed 
my whole body. I wished 
to break free from his 
shadow and run until 
I dropped dead, but I 
lacked the physical ca-
pacity, even to scream.

I eventually dropped to 
the ground and for once, 
a sense of relief pervad-
ed my feelings. Death 
had overtaken me and 
its levelling presence 
did not exude the grim 
atmosphere that people 
normally associate death 
with.

“At last I have found my 
peace,” I said silently to 
myself. 
Then, a male voice raised 
the curtain that I thought 
had fallen. “Are you all 
right?” the man asked.

 “What an anticlimax,” I 
thought. To make matters 
worse, the voice sound-
ed like yours. I wanted 
to ask you to leave me 
alone, to tell you that it 
was over. Tsoka’s dog had 
snatched the charm that 
you had used to bewitch 
me. Anything like love 
that I had felt for you was 
colder than death itself.

“Woman, you seem to 
have a problem. You are 
lying on the road,” the 
voice came again. 
 
I regained my breath 
and said, “Don’t worry, 
I will be all right,” but 
that was not to be. The 
man turned out to be 
Mr. Mukuwe, one of our 
neighbours. He gave my 
husband a call and he 
came to collect me.
 
Read the full story: www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.
com 
 
Nhamo Muchagumisa is 
an English Language and 
Literature teacher, and 
he writes from Odzi. He 
writes in his own capacity 
and can be contacted on 
+263771271478 Email 
him at: muchagumisan@
gmail.com 



November  2021:                                                              Subscriber Edition www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com    11

Current AffairsTheSundayExpress

For all your advertising and marketing on The Sunday Express and  www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com. Text  083 476 7918

The Sunday Express 100-day Book Challenge. Partner with The Sunday Express and put your book 
together in 100 days. Your own coach, your own pace and your own story - and you are ready to go: 

www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com. Text (27) 83 476 7918
TheSunday

Express

Add your voice to the conversation: 
On facebook, on twitter, on instagram, on 

the website, on youtube, and on whatsapp 
www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

Space law hasn’t been 
changed since 1967 – 
but the UN aims to 
update laws and keep 
space peaceful
 
Michelle LD Hanlon, and 
Greg Autry

 On November 15, 2021, Rus-
sia destroyed one of its own 
old satellites using a missile 
launched from the surface of 
the Earth, creating a massive 
debris cloud that threatens 
many space assets, including 
astronauts onboard the Inter-
national Space Station.

This happened only two 
weeks after the United Na-
tions General Assembly 
First Committee formally 
recognised the vital role that 
space and space assets play in 
international efforts to better 
the human experience – and 
the risks military activities in 
space pose to those goals.
 
The UN First Committee 
deals with disarmament, 
global challenges and threats 

to peace that affect the in-
ternational community. On 
November 1, it approved a 
resolution that creates an 
open-ended working group.

The goals of the group are 
to assess current and future 
threats to space operations, 
determine when behavior 
may be considered irresponsi-
ble, and “make recommenda-
tions on possible norms, rules 
and principles of responsible 
behaviors,” and “contribute 
to the negotiation of legally 
binding instruments” – in-
cluding a treaty to prevent “an 
arms race in space.”

We are two space policy 
experts with specialties in 
space law and the business 
of commercial space. We are 
also the president and vice 
president at the National 
Space Society, a nonprofit 
space advocacy group. It is 
refreshing to see the U.N. 
acknowledge the harsh reality 
that peace in space remains 
uncomfortably tenuous. This 
timely resolution has been 
approved as activities in space 

become ever more important 
and – as shown by the Rus-
sian test – tensions continue 
to rise.  Outer space is far 
from a lawless vacuum

Activities in space are gov-
erned by the 1967 Outer 
Space Treaty, which is cur-
rently ratified by 111 nations. 
The treaty was negotiated in 
the shadow of the Cold War 
when only two nations – the 
Soviet Union and the US – 
had spacefaring capabilities.

While the Outer Space Treaty 
offers broad principles to 
guide the activities of nations, 
it does not offer detailed 
“rules of the road.” 
Essentially, the treaty assures 
freedom of exploration and 
use of space to all human-
kind. There are just two 
caveats to this, and multiple 
gaps immediately present 
themselves. 

The first caveat states that 
the Moon and other celestial 
bodies must be used exclu-
sively for peaceful purposes. 
It omits the rest of space in 

this blanket prohibition.
The only guidance offered 
in this respect is found in 
the treaty’s preamble, which 
recognizes a “common inter-
est” in the “progress of the 
exploration and use of space 
for peaceful purposes.” The 
second caveat says that those 
conducting activities in space 
must do so with “due regard 
to the corresponding interests 
of all other States Parties to 
the Treaty.”

A major problem arises from 
the fact that the treaty does 
not offer clear definitions for 
either “peaceful purposes” or 
“due regard.” 

While the Outer Space Treaty 
does specifically prohibit 
placing nuclear weapons or 
weapons of mass destruction 
anywhere in space, it does not 
prohibit the use of conven-
tional weapons in space or the 
use of ground-based weapons 
against assets in space. Final-
ly, it is also unclear if some 
weapons – like China’s new 
nuclear capable partial-orbit 
hypersonic missile – should 

fall under the treaty’s ban. 
The vague military limitations 
built into the treaty leave 
more than enough room for 
interpretation to result in 
conflict.

 Space has been used for 
military purposes since 
Germany’s first V2 rocket 
launch in 1942. Many early 
satellites, GPS technology, a 
Soviet Space Station and even 
NASA’s space shuttle were all 
either explicitly developed for 
or have been used for military 
purposes.

With increasing commer-
cialisation, the lines between 
military and civilian uses of 
space are less blurry. Most 
people are able to identify 
terrestrial benefits of satellites 
like weather forecasts, climate 
monitoring and internet con-
nectivity but are unaware that 
they also increase agricultural 
yields and monitor human 
rights violations. - This article 
was published by The Conver-
sation. Read the full report on 
www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.
com

The Battle To Control The Lawless Vacuum That Is Space
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The current wave of live 
shows is unprecedented, 
with some major acts 
performing in  SA 
almost on a weekly basis

By Royce Mapaike

Show business is undoubtedly 
a very risky business. Very 
tricky. Just ask any local pro-
moter who has tried putting 
up a couple of shows and he 
or she will tell you music or 
arts promotion is no walk in 
the park. 

I also believe it is not for the 
faint hearted. I cannot im-
agine what would happen if a 
weak-hearted promoter was 
to put up all his money on a 
show and no one turns up to 
watch or attend it.

This has happened before. 
I know a couple of business 
people that have tried to pro-
mote both local and interna-
tional artists and nearly burst 
because they could not realise 
anything from the show.

One or two promoters went 
into hiding for weeks-run-
ning away from debtors and 
service providers they owed 
money to. Another couple 
were so burnt they never tried 

promoting shows again.

Showbiz, as arts promotion 
is known all over the world, 
is about audiences. It is about 
getting people out of their 
houses and attending shows 
and the more the people that 
attended the more the busi-
ness. The business is in selling 
tickets and getting audiences 
to buy food and drinks inside 
the venue of the show.

 Those who have done it 
properly will tell you proper 
money is not even on the gate 
but in the sales- beer, soft 
drinks and eats sold inside 
the venue. In the past there 
were artists who were sure 
crowd pullers. Any day of the 
week their shows would pull 
sizeable crowds.

Artists like Tuku, Macheso 
and the likes of Sulumani 
Chimbetu were what one 
would call bankable artistes. 
You promoted their shows 
and you were assured of the 
trip to the bank the following 
morning. Big crowds came to 
their shows.

South African artistes were 
always another sure one way 
to the bank, especially in 
Bulawayo. All promoters had 
to do was to find the right 
amounts of money to sign 
these artistes. 

However trends are slowly 
changing and some unfor-
tunate promoters have been 
burnt seriously in the process.

While revellers found instant 
gratification at the news of 
bars and live gigs opening, 
perhaps there was another 
group of individuals whose 
sigh of relief was even heavier 
than that of drinkers.

 For artistes the announce-
ment meant the reopening of 
taps that had for them, been 
closed for far too long. 

For over a year they had been 
thirsty, searching for any kind 
of relief as they watched from 
the sidelines while other sec-

tors of the economy reopened 
gradually.

Now that the bars and night-
clubs, their natural play-
grounds, had reopened, they 
could once again swing into 
action.

At first glance, all looks rosy 
for artistes, especially musi-
cians. As clouds gather for 
another rainy season, there 
seems to be a deluge of shows 
on the cards in the arts as well 
and posters are going up and 
down on the sides of cars and 
promotional videos are float-
ing on social media timelines.

In the past three or so months 
audiences have been behaving 
strangely.  They have not been 
turning up for the shows. 
Twice Thomas Mapfumo has 
come to South Africa espe-
cially Pretoria and  Capetown 
but failed to fill up the small 
venues. Some of his followers 
would tell you it was because 
of the pandemic COVID-19 
and some would put the 
blame on the poor planning 
from the promoter.

 Seh-Calaz on the other hand, 
performed in highly antic-
ipated show same weekend 
with Mukanya and pulled im-
pressive crowd with his latest 

offering “Hatibvume kupusa”.

However Mukanya is not the 
only one who failed to pull 
the crowds in South Africa 
recently. The youthful duo of  
Zimdancehall artists which 
is affectionately known as 
TEAM B.P (Bazooker and 
Pumacol), failed to live up to 
their billing in Kempton Park 
as the empty venue yawned 
before them.

In Harare word is that dance-
hall music is pulling the 
crowds and filling venues. So 
exactly is happening in SA? 
What exactly do our audi-
ences want? Is it quality they 
are looking for or something 
fresh and new or something 
they know already and are 
familiar with?  
 
The current wave of live 
shows is unprecedented, with 
some major acts performing 
in  SA almost on weekly basis.

Advice to those that want to 
go into music promotion: Do 
a thorough audience research 
before going into the business 
with everything you got.
 
Mapaike is with Exquisite En-
tertainment. Feedback, com-
ments, suggestions, whatsapp 
+27842253475

Deluge Of Shows As Zim Artists Make Hay In South Africa
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Mumba Travel rolls out the 
beauty of African safari at 
preferential rates if one is 
booking through Mumba 
Travel and Mumba Money.

For the travellers with a thirst 
for a safari rich with African 
wildlife and culture, we’ve got 
something that fuses the very 
best of Zimbabwe, Botswana 
and Zambia. The magic of 
three… a renowned safari 
destination for its unique 
blend of contrasting land-
scapes, abundant wildlife and 
a proud history of wildlife 

conservation, Botswana is a 
paradise for mobile tented 
safaris and attracts the most 
discerning of travellers.

With Zimbabwe firmly back 
on the safari map offering ex-
cellent game drives and walk-
ing safaris, and the natural 
wonder of Zambia’s Victoria 
Falls and you have the perfect 
safari combination.

| 3 nights Khwai Leadwood*
| 3 nights Thorntree Lodge*
| 3 nights Somalisa Camp*

Zimbabwe is full of dramatic 
landscapes, endless skies and 
a rich and varied culture. 

In this experience, discover a 
captivating country of un-
tamed beauty, thriving wild-
life and authentic people. 

As your favourite African 
Online newspaper – stay in 
touch with Zimbabwe Digi-
tal Express as we guide you 
through all the highlights, 
specials and how to plan your 
itinerary with Mumba Money 
and African Bush Camp.

The Beauty Of African Safari: Bookings Open With Mumba Travel

TheSunday
Express Travel

Promotion:  
Produce This Advert With Your 

European or Middle East Holiday 
Booking: And Qualify for Instant 
Rewards And A Branded  Sunday 

Express Travel Bag:

Contact Aquiline +263712325310 / 
+263 785767 310 and Ask About 
The Sunday Express Promotion. 

Full details www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

Spend your days out on 
game drives spotting various 
species that inhabit the land, 
explore the Mighty Zambezi 
River on a canoeing safari, or 
relax during a boat cruise on 
the seemingly endless Lake 
Kariba. 
Spend your days out on 
game drives spotting various 
species that inhabit the land, 
explore the Mighty Zambezi 
River on a canoeing safari, or 
relax during a boat cruise on 
the seemingly endless Lake 
Kariba. For the adventurous, 
there’s the opportunity to 

roam the great national parks 
of Zimbabwe on foot – a truly 
thrilling experience with spe-
cialist guides.  

Mumba is already offering in-
novative peer-to-peer money 
transfers for Zimbabweans 
in the diaspora – was now 
expanding through travel.  

Read the Sunday Express and 
stand a chance to win branded 
travel merchandise. Catch the 
Sunday Express Promotion. 
Full details www.zimbabwed-
igitalexpress.com
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By AFP 

KARACHI: Following the 
detection of a new variant of 
COVID-19 in South Africa 
and placement of Zimbabwe 
on the red list by various 
countries, the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) is pon-
dering to move the Women’s 
World Cup qualifier to United 
Arab Emirates

The ICC Women’s World Cup 
qualifier is currently being 
played in Zimbabwe. The lat-
est travel ban announcement 
was made by the United Arab 
Emirates on Friday night.

“The UAE this suspended 
direct and indirect flights 
to and from South Africa, 
Namibia, Botswana, Zimba-
bwe, Mozambique, Lesotho, 
and Eswatini due to concerns 

over the spread of COVID-19 
variants,” the UAE media 
reported.
Following the announcement, 
the ICC headquarters in 
Dubai came into action and, 
according to sources, is work-
ing on various operations to 
evacuate the players from 
Zimbabwe before November 
29 – the day when the ban 
would come into effect.

A source told Geo News that 
the ICC is in contact with the 
event-organising committee, 
the host board, and all partic-
ipating boards of the World 
Cup qualifiers.
Nine teams, including Paki-
stan, are currently participat-
ing in the ICC Women World 
Cup qualifiers.

“One option, which seems 
very much likely, is to fly 

teams out of Zimbabwe to 
Dubai on November 28th and 
have remainders of the tour-
nament played in the UAE,” 
the source said.
“The matches scheduled 
for Saturday are likely to be 
played as planned,” the source 
said. Pakistan is scheduled to 
play Zimbabwe today.
If moving remainders of the 
tournament is not possible, 
then the ICC will opt for sus-
pending the tournament.
“One thing is for sure: the 
event is unlikely to continue 
in Zimbabwe after Saturday’s 
matches,” the source said.

Meanwhile, the Pakistan 
Cricket Board (PCB) is also in 
contact with the team man-
agement in the UAE as well as 
the ICC.

The source added that the 

PCB’s logistics department 
is also working to prepare 
a backup plan in case of an 
unforeseen situation.

ICC Women's CWC Qualifier 
in Zimbabwe had to be aban-
doned amid Covid-related 
uncernity. The tournament, 
scheduled to be played till 5 
December, would have de-
cided the final three spots for 
the ICC Women's World Cup 
in New Zealand next year 
as well as the remaining two 
berths in the next cycle of the 
ICC Women's Championship. 

However, with the emer-
gence of the latest Covid-19 
variant in South Africa and 
the introduction of travel 
restrictions from a number of 
African countries, including 
the host country Zimbabwe, 
the ICC has decided to call off 

the event, with the qualifica-
tion slots decided as per team 
rankings, in keeping with the 
tournament's playing condi-
tions.

Hence, Bangladesh, Pakistan 
and the West Indies will now 
progress to the ICC Women's 
Cricket World Cup in New 
Zealand, with Sri Lanka and 
Ireland occupying the other 
slots for the 2022-25 cycle of 
the ICC Women's Champion-
ship.
"We are incredibly disap-
pointed to have to cancel the 
remainder of this event but 
with travel restrictions from a 
number of African countries 
being imposed at such short 
notice, there was a serious 
risk that teams would be 
unable to return home," said 
Chris Tetley, the ICC Head of 
Events.

ICC Women’s CWC In Zim Abandoned Amid Omicron Uncertainty
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Struggling English 
Giants Line Up 
Respected German 
Coach To Take Over The 
Reigns At Old Trafford

Sky News and TeamTalk

Manchester United will be 
looking to build this week’s 
morale-boosting victory over 
Villarreal when they travel 
to Stamford Bridge to face 
league leaders Chelsea this 
afternoon.

United, who are unbeaten 
in their last seven Premier 
League meetings with the 
Blues, will be looking to 
build on the momentum and 
confidence earned from the 
midweek victory in Spain, 
which saw the Reds run out 
2-0 winners, courtesy of goals 
from Cristiano Ronaldo and 
Jadon Sancho.

It was the perfect start to 
the post-Ole Gunnar Solsk-
jaer era, with caretaker boss 
Michael Carrick overseeing a 
much-needed victory.

Now, Carrick, who is set to be 
replaced by soon-to-be new 
interim manager Ralf Rang-
nick, has the challenge of 
trying to arrest the Reds' two-
game losing run in the league, 
as well as trying to become 
just the second manager to 
have beaten Chelsea in the 
league this season.

It promises to be a stern test 
for United and one that will 
require a much better per-
formance than the ones they 
have produced against the 
likes of Liverpool, Manches-
ter City and Watford in recent 
weeks.

Changes Expected

Huge changes are afoot at 
Manchester United after 
the club reportedly met two 
major demands of incoming 
interim manager Ralf Rang-
nick.

The Red Devils are ready to 
turn to the wise, old German 

sage as they look towards 
a bright new era. The Ole 
Gunnar Solskjaer regime was 
finally ended on Sunday after 
their embarrassing 4-1 loss to 
Watford last weekend. And it 
seems they have very quick-
ly settled on Rangnick as a 
replacement.

Rangnick’s appointment will 
likely be confirmed immi-
nently following extensive 
talks. He is expected to sign 
an initial deal until the end of 
the season, though will take a 
more measured consultancy 
role thereafter.

He will likely be in charge 
until a permanent succes-
sor is found with Mauricio 
Pochettino still the leading 
candidate.

The German is known as 
an inspiration to many of 

the Premier League’s cur-
rent coaches. Indeed, Jurgen 
Klopp and Thomas Tuchel are 
both disciples of Rangnick’s 
football philosophies.

Indeed, the 63-year-old is 
ready to make major changes 
to United – and it will all start 
on the training field. As per 
a report, United are already 
working with Rangnick ahead 
of his appointment to imple-
ment a number of changes.
As such - as newspapers 
report - claims Rangnick 
has gained access to videos 
of training ground sessions 
under Solskjaer.

Rangnick wants to study the 
footage and produce in-depth 
analysis of the current squad 
from different camera angles.
And the paper reports that 
major changes to training 
are likely – including the 

introduction of his infamous 
countdown clock.
As per James Ducker, Rang-
nick will introduce the very 
visible ticker at Carrington 
training sessions to encourage 
a high-intensity workout.

The German is seen as the 
Godfather of the gegenpress 
– a style much-used by Jurgen 
Klopp. The high-intensity 
pressing game has been a ma-
jor facet of the Merseysiders’ 
success under Klopp.

But a more intense version 
of that now looks likely at 
United.

Under Rangnick’s plans, he 
will also install an ‘eight-sec-
ond role’ at Carrington. This 
requires players to win the 
ball within eight seconds be-
fore producing a shot on goal 
within 10 seconds of success-

fully reclaiming possession.
Players will also be able to 
hear the countdown clock 
during their drills which he 
hopes will increase intensity 
and produce quick results.
 
And at a stage of the season 
where United need it most, 
the change is likely to shake-
up United’s training sessions 
in the extreme.

Rangnick has previously 
explained to DW’s Kickoff! 
Show the purposes of his 
countdown clock.
“We’ve had a countdown 
clock custom made for us,” he 
said. “The assistant coach ac-
tivates it, and it starts ticking. 
We use it for a game called 
the ‘Eight Second Rule’.
“The players can hear the 
ticking and know they have to 
get the ball back within eight 
seconds.

Big Changes Expected At Manchester 
United with Expected Arrival Of 
German Tactician Ralf Rangnick
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