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Confusion Over New Zimbabwean 
Electronic Passports

Add your voice to the conversation: On facebook, on twitter, 
on instagram, on the website and on whatsapp 

www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

PRESIDENT Emmerson 
Mnangagwa this week 
launched the country’s 
e-passport in a progressive 
move to eliminate the mas-
sive backlog at the Registrar 
General’s Office and also stem 
organised crime.

The new e-passport would 
replace the ordinary passport 
and will have several securi-
ty features, among them, an 
electronic cover with a chip, 
a security thread fully em-
bedded in the inner booklet 
pages, as well as unique pages, 
each chronicling a story about 
Zimbabwe’s rich cultural 
heritage and major tourist 
attractions. 

The project is being spear-
headed by the Home Affairs 
ministry in partnership with 
Lithuanian printing company 
— Garsu Pasaulis UAB. 

Production of the new docu-
ments would begin next year 
with the government now 
equipped with a capacity to 
print 20 000 to 30 000 e-pass-
ports daily.

What a milestone it is!

While the e-passport is wel-
come, the government must 
clear confusion around the 
lifespan of the current ordi-
nary passport.

In a ministerial statement 
on Monday announcing the 
launch of the e-passport, the 
Home Affairs ministry said 
the current ordinary passport 
would be allowed to run their 
lifespan before holders apply 
for the electronic one.

But barely 24 hours later, 

the government published a 
statutory instrument categor-
ically stating that ordinary 
passports would cease to be 
used on December 31 2023 — 
a move most citizens view as 
unfair.

Imagine the dilemma for a 
citizen who got a 10-year 
emergency passport last week 
for US$318 and only for it to 
be rendered useless in two 
years. It’s not only unfair, but 

borders on criminality. 
Several citizens would soon 
or later be getting the ordi-
nary passport, which they 
would barely use in the next 
two years given travel restric-
tions as a result of the Cov-
id-19 pandemic.

If the government had plans 
to roll out the e-passport be-
ginning January next year, it 
should not have wasted hard 
currency importing materials 

for the ordinary passport and 
should have stopped their 
production a long time ago, 
except for emergency matters.

Administratively the govern-
ment bungled on that one, 
but it still has the opportunity 
to right what went wrong. It 
must simply allow the ordi-
nary passports to run their 
lifespans before holders mi-
grate to the e-passport.

The government should also 
revisit the cost of the e-pass-
port which has been set for 
US$100 for an ordinary 
electronic travel document 
and US$200 for an emergency 
one.  
The costs, like that of the 
current passports, are rather 
steep for ordinary Zimba-
bweans who are scrapping a 
living. Every citizen is entitled 
to a travel document, hence 
it must be affordable. - Daily 
News
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The Zimbabwe Observer

Villagers in Umzingwane Dis-
trict, located just 40km from 
Zimbabwe’s second-largest 
city, Bulawayo are still climb-
ing hills and trees in order for 
them to access mobile net-
work services.

This was revealed by Umz-
ingwane MP, Levi Mayihlome 
(ZANU PF), during a debate 
on the 2022 national budget 
in Parliament recently.

Mayihlome said the unrelia-
bility of network coverage in 
his constituency has put vil-
lagers at a disadvantage when 
it comes to accessing online 
services. 

He said: I come from a con-
stituency that is barely 40 
km from Bulawayo; 50% of 
people in that constituency 
do not have any access to 
any connectivity of whatever 

Villagers Climb Trees 
and Mountains To 
Access Cellphone 

Networks
kind. We are talking of people 
climbing mountains to access 
social media. We are talking 
of people climbing trees to 
report about ill patients.

You are talking of people who 
have to compete with those 
based in cities to apply for 
vacancies in nursing, teaching 
and all those organizations 
now advertise on the internet 
or WhatsApp.

He urged Finance and Eco-
nomic Development Minister, 
Mthuli Ncube to adequately 
finance internet and mobile 
phones connectivity in rural 
areas to ensure they are not 
left behind in national devel-
opment. Said Mayihlome:

How do we compete with 
those that come from Harare? 
They come 40 km away but 
they do not have any network 
and we have been talking 
about this every year and the 

[Finance] Minister has been 
promising to fund this but 
nothing has happened.

Honestly, if the President is 
saying no region or no place 
and no one should be left be-
hind, why is the Ministry not 

practising that?

Why should we be left behind 
and watch other parts of the 
country talk about smart 
agriculture, e-learning and all 
these other developments and 
yet we are just watching it all, 

nothing? 

Mayihlome said it was dis-
appointing that every year 
money is promised for the 
provision of mobile network 
services but it is never re-
leased.
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IT HAS been a tumultuous 
year at The Sunday Express, 
and one of the highlights of 
the year is the going(s) on 
stream of the Sunday Express 
Show, and with our broadcast 
partners Jit Television.  
 
Subscribers, readers, follow-
ers and those who swear by 
this production will tell you 
that things have been on a 
roller coaster since August 
and September, and Seeing 
News Differently has taken on 
new meaning on The sunday 
Express Show - what with 
a range of difference news-
leaders, news movers and 
news shakers making a turn 
at studio - and making a huge 
splash on it.  
 
So here’s to a couple of shots 
of what the programme has 
become, and get ready for an 
even  better ride in 2022.
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Humans Will Be On Mars In 
Five Years: Says Elon Musk

Elon Musk: ‘I’ll be surprised 
if we’re not landing on Mars 
within five years’

Elon Musk says he has a new 
timeline for his big Mars 
project — and it’s sooner than 
you might think. “I’ll be sur-
prised if we’re not landing on 
Mars within five years,” Musk 
told Time Magazine, about 
SpaceX taking humankind to 
Mars in a story published this 
week.
Musk, the 50-year-old SpaceX 
founder and CEO who was 
named Time’s Person of the 
Year, has big plans for the Red 
Planet: namely, a self-sustain-
ing city with solar-powered 

hydroponic farms where 
humans can permanently 
live, 34 million miles away 
from Earth. “The next re-
ally big thing is to build a 
self-sustaining city on Mars 
and bring the animals and 
creatures of Earth there,” 
Musk told Time. “Sort of like 
a futuristic Noah’s ark. We’ll 
bring more than two, though 
— it’s a little weird if there’s 
only two.” 
Earlier this year space poli-
cy expert and Arizona State 
University professor Greg 
Autry told Business Insider 
that Musk likely won’t reach 
Mars until at least 2029, with 
or without NASA’s help.

Other space experts say Mars 
probably can’t sustain long-
term human settlement at all. 
Musk himself told nonprofit 
XPrize in April that some 
astronauts will “probably die” 
en route to Mars.

Musk — currently the world’s 
wealthiest person, with a net 
worth of $247 billion, accord-
ing to Forbes — also has a 
track record of setting unre-
alistic timelines for moonshot 
tech advances.

In 2016, Musk tweeted that 
Tesla’s fully self-driving cars 
would be available within 
roughly two years. In 2019, he 
promised 1 million Tesla “Ro-
botaxis” by 2020. The Bor-
ing Company, which Musk 
founded in 2017 to build 
high-speed commuter tunnels 
in major cities, appears to 
have abandoned a project in 
Chicago and postponed an-
other near Washington D.C. 
and Baltimore. “Punctuality 
is not my strong suit,” Musk 
admitted during an earnings 
call last year. SpaceX, recently 
valued at $100 billion, is a 
major player in today’s space 
race. - CNBC
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men “discussed several sub-
jects of importance to Kenya, 
the region and the African 
continent”, without offering 
further details. 
The war broke out in Novme-
ber 2020 when Abiy sent 
troops into the northernmost 
Tigray region to remove the 
TPLF government – a move 
he said came in response 
to attacks on federal army 
camps.

But the Tigrayan forces staged 
a comeback, recapturing most 
of Tigray by June, including 
the regional capital Mekelle, 
before expanding into the 
neighbouring regions of Am-
hara and Afar.

The fighting has killed thou-
sands of people, displaced 
more than two million and 
driven hundreds of thousands 
into famine-like conditions, 
according to United Nations 
estimates.

All Jazeera 

Ethiopia’s Prime Minister 
Abiy Ahmed returned to the 
capital Addis Ababa from the 
battlefront after pro-govern-
ment forces claimed major 
advances in recent days 
against Tigrayan forces.

After the Tigray People’s 
Liberation Front (TPLF) 
reported significant territo-
rial gains as part of a march 
towards Addis Ababa, amid a 
conflict that has been raging 
since November 2020, Abiy 
announced last month that he 
would head to the battlefront 
– handing over his regular 
duties to his deputy.

Ethiopia accuses US and allies 
of ‘destructive’ approach, and 
this week Ethiopian forces re-
captured two key towns from 
Tigrayan forces, Lalibela, the 
World Heritage Site caught in 
Ethiopia’s war

Ethiopia’s Prime Minister Abiy Returns From The 
Frontline, And Declares Unfinished Business

Ethiopian government says it 
retook string of towns from 
Tigray forces. 

Since then, state media has 
broadcast images of a uni-
formed Abiy, a former lieu-
tenant colonel in the military, 
as fighting reportedly raged 
on at least three fronts.

“PM Abiy Ahmed Ali mo-
mentarily back to the office 
following successful comple-
tion of the first phase of ‘Op-
eration for National Unity in 
Diversity’,” Abiy’s office wrote, 
along with the statement, on 
Twitter.

In the statement, the 2019 
Nobel Peace Prize winner said 
he was returning to the office 
as he had “completed the first 
phase [of the conflict]”.

“The struggle isn’t yet fin-
ished. We have areas that 

haven’t been freed,” he added.

“We should offer a long-last-
ing solution to make sure 
the enemy that has tested us 
doesn’t become a danger to 
Ethiopia again.”

In recent days, the govern-
ment has announced the 
recapture of several towns, 
including the UNESCO 
World Heritage site of Lali-
bela which is famed for its 
12th-century rock-hewn 
churches.

This week the government 
announced its forces had 
recaptured the strategic towns 
of Dessie and Kombolcha.

The TPLF has dismissed the 
government’s claims, saying 
the rebels were making strate-
gic withdrawals and remained 
undefeated.

The possibility of Addis Abba 

falling to rebel forces prompt-
ed countries such as the 
United States, France and the 
United Kingdom to urge their 
citizens to leave Ethiopia as 
soon as possible.

However, Abiy’s government 
has said their rivals’ gains 
are overstated and the city is 
secure. Meanwhile, Olusegun 
Obasanjo, the African Union’s 
special envoy for the Horn of 
Africa, is leading a push to 
broker a ceasefire, but little 
progress has been reported so 
far.

The surging conflict has 
fuelled fears of a potential 
spillover into the fragile East 
African region, with Kenyan 
President Uhuru Kenyatta last 
month urging both parties to 
lay down their arms.

Obasanjo visited Kenya on 
Wednesday, Kenyatta’s office 
announced, saying the two 

Subscribe to the most progressive African Online 
newspaper  today: Visit www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.
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All In 4 Health: 
#Allin4health 
#health4all #minding 
your wellbeing #healtha-
wareness

By Dr T W Ngwenya 
Changamire

We continue to raise 
awareness on common 
cancers affecting men. 
In our last article we 
mentioned that the most 
common cancers affect-
ing men in our region are 
Prostate cancer which is 
the most common and 
has been found to be 
more common and more 
aggressive in black men. 
The second most com-
mon cancer is colorectal 
cancer. 
We mentioned the risk 
factors of developing 
colorectal cancer. Screen-
ing may start as early as 
at the age 40 for these 
cancers, this is largely 
dependent on the family 
history of cancer. This 
week we will talk about 
the remaining 3 cancers 
from the top 5 common 
cancers affecting men 
in our region. These are 
Lung cancer, Testicular 
cancer and Non-Hodg-
kin’s lymphoma.

Who is at risk of devel-
oping Lung cancer? Lung 
cancer most often occurs 
in smokers. People who 
are also at risk of devel-
oping lung cancer are 
HIV infected individu-
als, those with a family 
history of lung cancer, 
advanced age, Chronic 
obstructive disease, Oc-
cupational exposures and 

air pollution.

Smoking by far is the 
leading risk factor for de-
velopment of lung cancer.

Nearly 9 out of the 10 
lung cancer deaths are 
caused by smoking. The 
longer you smoke the 
greater your risk of de-
veloping cancer. Smoking 
not only increases your 
risk of lung cancer but it 
also increases your risk of 
other cancers developing 
anywhere in the body. 
This includes develop-
ment of cancer in the co-
lon or rectum as we dis-
cussed in our last article, 
cancer in the stomach, 
oesophagus (food-pipe), 
bladder, throat, pancreas 
and blood cancer.
 
Quitting smoking lowers 
the risk for these cancers. 
Smoking is hazardous to 
health. The goal is to quit 
smoking. Screening is not 
a solution for prevent-
ing cancer but quitting 
smoking is.

Screening for lung cancer 
may be considered by 
people who have smoked 

Let’s Talk About Health Matters: Minding Your Well-Being: Common Cancers

for a long time.  In oth-
er regions it is recom-
mended that if you have 
a 20 pack year history 
of smoking you should 
go for annual screening. 
Those aged above 50 
years are also advised to 
go for screening. How do 
you calculate the number 
of pack years?

Here is how you do it. 
If you have smoked on 
average 1 pack of ciga-
rettes per day, assuming 
that this pack has got 20 
cigarettes, and you have 
smoked for 20 years this 
equates to 20 pack years. 
If you have smoked 20 
cigarettes (1 pack) for 

10 years this is 10 pack 
years, or 10 cigarettes 
(half a pack) for 20 years 
this also equates to 10 
pack years.  The South 
African Thoracic Society 
recommends that annu-
al screening be offered 
to patients between the 
ages of 55 and 74 who 
are current smokers, or 
former smokers who 
have quit less than 15 
years ago, or those with 
a 30 pack year history 
of smoking. Screening 
is done by low densi-
ty CT scans (LDCT). 
Symptoms of lung cancer 
include coughing often 
with blood that does not 
resolve, loss of weight, 
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chest pain, shortness 
of breath or wheezing, 
change in voice and 
weakness.  
Testicular cancer is can-
cer involving the testicles. 
Testicles are part of the 
male reproductive organ 
that is responsible for 
production of sperm. 
Testicles are located in a 
loose bag of skin referred 
to as the scrotum. Tes-
ticular cancer can affect 
boys and men.

It can occur between the 
ages of 15 and 44. It is 
important to remember 
this age range because 
unlike most cancers that 
are more common in the 
elderly population this 
one mostly affects young 
adults.

So like most cancers, to 
catch them early boys 
and men are encouraged 
to learn about how testic-
ular cancer may present, 
to also learn about how 
to conduct MONTHLY 
examination of the scro-
tum and to present to a 
medical doctor whenever 
they detect a suspicious 
lesion in this area.
 
Read: www.zimbabwedig-
italexpress.com 

Contact All In 4 Health 
– Dr TW Ngwenya 
Changamire – for Gener-
al Medical Consultation, 
Health Screening, Medical 
Check-up, Health Educa-
tion and Promotion. The 
Glen Marais Shopping 
Centre, 57 Veld Street, 
Glen Marais, Kempton 
park 1619
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New app is a national 
achievement that would 
accelerate citizens’ 
communications across 
the world  especially in 
business and political 
transparency
 
By Mark Anderson

An unknown young prodigy 
flags Zimbabwe in a Facebook 
founder Mark Zuckerberk 
style in the launching of Zim-
babwe’s own social network.

In his own words the self 
taught in physicist, mathema-
tician, author and software 
engineer who is the current 
CEO, Professor Gibbs Kudzai 
NdiriWashe Kawinga says 
Zimroom.com is Zimbabwe’s 
own civic technology appli-
cation allowing citizens to 
address and express their civil 
rights, politically, economi-
cally and socially.
 
Politics and economics dis-
cussions will be the core of 
the application.

 This app addresses the need 
for Zimbabweans to work 

together towards the 2023 
election which requires more 
features to make the app en-
ticing and accommodating to 
more advancement in inno-
vation.

Zimroom’s chief operations 
officer views this application 
as a national achievement 
that would accelerate citizens’ 
communications across the 
world especially in business 

and political transparency.

He further addressed that 
the app is only but at its early 
stages as the company is 
working on what he claims to 
be “something BIG”.

With this App, Zimbabwe-
ans at home and abroad can 
engage through texts, audios 
and videos, simultaneously 
accompanied by targeted 

advertisement. Social media 
is abuzz over new innovations 
and many pundits have spo-
ken about the possibility of 
a well designed domestic ap-
plication to capitalise on the 
empty social media market 
space available in Zimbabwe.

Reports now point to count-
less stories on the inno-
vation in Zimbabwe over 
Whatsapp where businesses 

make themselves available to 
the wider public by moving 
portions of their operations 
to the application or young 
entrepreneurs that capitalise 
on Whatsapp’s market share 
to connect people, and much 
more still has to be reported 
to the connectivity of this 
new app. 
 
Read The Full Story: www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com
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Zimbabwean Professor Launches 
Country’s Own Social Network



December 2021                                                           Subscriber Edition www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com     9

The Sunday ExpressTheSundayExpress

Dress Yourself In Your Favourite Digital Newspaper
The Sunday Express 
 
This week, as part of the push 
to consolidate the Sunday 
Express rapid phase subscrip-
tions drive - we rolled out 
thye new range of summer 
T-shirts for the Sunday Ex-
press Festive Season. 
 
So red is your colour - sub-
scribe to The Sunday Express 
and stand a chance to win 
yourself this limited edition 
special offer - which comes 
complete with a three-month 
package, your own fan page, 
and an ambassadorial role in 
the digital newspaper.

It is the festive season on The 
Sunday Express and it’s rain-
ing reader loyalty rewards on 
the DSE news network.

On top of that, this week we 
received the first batch of  the 
Sunday Express - themed: 
Success Is Do It Yourself  - 
and all yours - subscribers.

All you have to do is refer 
sayfive or ten new subscribers 
to the newspaper this Decem-
ber and January - and receive 
your own copy of the book 
- but also take the chance to 
bond with the newspaper, 
claim your ambassadorship, 
and get an audience with the 
Sunday Express to market 
your business.

Get your own personalised at-
tention, and enjoy a range of 
subscriber benefits - includ-
ing never missing a copy of 
the Sunday Express - access 
to cutting edge news commu-
nities, experts, newsmakers 
and front page coverage of 
current affairs, and invest-
ments. 
So this means that you join 
bigger audiences that await 
you at DSE network with 
writers, strategists, com-

mentators, analysts, deci-
sion-makers, opinion leaders 
– and all those who dare to 
See News Differently on The 
Sunday Express. 

This season we are buying 
and selling The Sunday 
Express to the many people 
– opinionistas, strategists, 
commentators, politicians, 
decision-makers, opinion 
leaders – and all those who 
want more than the usual – 
every week. 

The Sunday Express owes 

a lot to all those who assist 
our readers, followers, fans, 
stakeholders and subscribers 
– and the time has come for 
us to give back to the news 
communities who shape, 
engage and set the agenda on 
the digital newspaper – and 
on the Zim-SA communities 
throughout the world. 

This season The Sunday Ex-
press – all four editions – are 
bought and sold as a premi-
um products that you can 
buy, pay for, and do whatever 
you want with your newspa-

per. See you on the subscrib-
ers lists and get your copy. 
www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.
com. 
By acquiring your subscrip-
tion – you – our forerunners 
at The Sunday Express Sub-
scriber Edition will exercise 
the first option to become 
signed up subscribers in the 
pilot project that rolls out on 
November 1 – and you will 
be the first group of peo-
ple to grab your subscriber 
copies – and test out the DSE 
subscription services – com-
plete with products, services, 
promotions, merchandise and 
amazing readers rewards with 
our partners and groups of 
companies.

So check out the cover price 
that we have included on 
the COVER of DSE this 
week – and prepare to claim 
your stake in this newspa-
per – and for the future.  Our 
subscriptions will be rolled 
out on a R12.50 / $1 (per 
copy per week)  for all new 

subscriptions – this for you 
(the readers) to receive four 
newspapers per month at R49 
discounted (T&Cs). 
It is a pilot project to be rolled 
out throughout what remains 
of October, and right through 
November and during the 
whole festive season.

The complete subscriber val-
ue pack will be consolidated 
in February 2022 – so worry 
not – we will guide you every 
step of the way in which The 
Sunday Express will unlock 
all the value that has been in 
the Sunday Express thus far – 
and hand it over to you (the 
reader) on a silver platter.

Touch Tomorrow with DSE. 
Unlock Readers’s Value 
Points, Prepare To Earn Re-
wards Every Week: And See 
News Differently. - See www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

Text DSE Subscriber line: 084 
664 5731 / 0834767918 for 
details.

The Sunday Express Range Of Golf T-Shirts - Rolls Out 
Of The Production Line - Straight To The Subscribers

Win With The Sunday Express: 
Dress Yourself In Your Favourite Digital 

Newspaper: Subscribe Today And Join The Reds: 
Chat To The Sunday Express Chatbot (27) 83 305 7778
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Fiction

 She dealt in tie-
and-dye clothes and 
embroideries. Her 
fortunes began to 
diminish when Zim-
babwe was hit by a 
foreign currency crisis 
which made the rand 
very expensive

By Nhamo Muchagumisa

Nothing seemed to have 
changed back home 
when Mrs Chipango 
arrived back from South 
Africa. The same crowds 
of vendors, fast out-
numbering the buyers at 
Sakubva Bus Terminus 
remained the heartbeat of 
the busiest place in Mu-
tare. The piling garbage 
in various corners of the 
marketplace remained an 
affront to the open eye.

The occasional burst sew-
erage pipe, gushing with 
raw human waste re-
mained the loudest threat 
to a healthy town life. But 
home was home. After 
all, South Africa, despite 
being the leading econo-
my in Africa south of the 
equator had its own dirty 
corners. 
The endless fights for 
passengers among touts 
seemed to have worsened 
from the day she had 
left, but this was nothing 
compared to the violence 
that often occurred in 
South Africa. The use of 
vulgar language remained 
the same, though louder.

Her house kept its state 
in anticipation of her 
return. The peeling wall 
paint, two broken win-
dow panes and the rot-
ting faciar boards. She 
was back just the same.

There was no other place 
where sleep meant sleep, 
not just passing the night 
in bed. But today she was 
not sure if things would 
remain the same. She was 
two months pregnant and 
her husband was in hos-
pital, recuperating from 
a lung disease at Mutare 
Infectious Diseases Hos-
pital. 
“For how long has your 
father been ill?” Mrs Chi-
pango asked her twelve-
year-old daughter as she 
sat wearily in a sofa.
“He was admitted three 
days ago. Your phone was 

Fiction Writing With 
Nhamo Muchagumisa

Secret Of The Womb: 
If Only For The Drudgery 

Of A Demeaning Job
unreachable throughout,” 
her daughter answered, 
her moistening eyes af-
fecting a feeling of contri-
tion in Mrs Chipango.
 
Mrs Chipango remem-
bered the long journey 
by rail transport from 
Johannesburg to Musina, 
on the other side of Beit 
Bridge Border Post, noth-
ing sentimental about it, 
the only thing positive 
about it being that it was 
a journey homewards.

Although she had learnt 
to stay longer in Mzansi, 
this time it had not been 
out of choice. Covid-19 
restrictions had caught 
up with her in a foreign 
land. Then came the 
mandatory repatriation 
of people who had no 
work permits. That is 

how the express journey 
homewards began. 
The horrors of that 
journey remained fore-
grounded in her mind, 
even as she faced the 
worse reality of her hus-
band’s illness. She re-
called how the colossal 
length of speeding wag-
ons seemed to be plung-
ing into the abyss each 
time she dozed off.

Mrs Chipango made it 
for the afternoon visit at 
MIDH. Alighting from 
a commuter omnibus, 
opposite the health re-
habilitation centre, Mrs 
Chipango felt her nerve 
fibres turning into tight 
knots. She owed her 
husband a confession, but 
where would she borrow 
the courage from?

The sprawling health 
centre was at the foot of 
Christmas Pass, one of 
the most scenic moun-
tains in Mutare and the 
entire province. A sudden 
thought to climb up the 
mountain, never to come 
down, seized her. She 
would just hang herself 
and suffer the pain for 
a few minutes, instead 
of living to be an em-
barrassment for the rest 
of her life.  The woman, 
however found herself 
crossing the road, head-
ing towards the hospital.

Once inside the build-
ing, Mrs Chipango was 
greeted not by the smell 
of death as was the case 
whenever she entered a 
hospital. The air within 
was instead punctuated 
with the smell of life. The 
place was full of people 
hoping to live again.
Her husband did not 
appear as ill as she had 
dreaded, but that was not 
a consolation at all as that 
did not take away her 
worrisome condition. 
 
Read The Full Story: 
www.zimbabwedigitalex-
press.com

Nhamo Muchagumisa is 
an English Language and 
Literature teacher, and 
he writes from Odzi. He 
writes in his own capacity 
and can be contacted on 
+263771271478 Email 
him at: muchagumisan@
gmail.com
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With Ralf Rangnick deter-
mined to trim and refresh 
his Manchester United side, 
the Reds will likely be one of 
the busiest Premier League 
sides in the transfer window

ByPatrick Austen-Hardy

Manchester United look set to 
be one of the busiest Premier 
League sides in the upcoming 
January transfer window.
Various reports have claimed 
interim manager Ralf Rang-
nick is set to be handed a 
£100m transfer war chest in 
the New Year.

The former RB Leipzig man-
ager is only set to be in the 
Old Trafford dug-out until 
next summer, yet he could 
be set to have a huge say in 
the incomings and outgoings 
next month.

His United reign has began 
in steady fashion, with two 
1-0 victories against Crystal 
Palace and Norwich City in 
his first two Premier League 
matches.

And with a huge squad shake-
up appearing to be on the 
cards, this week newspapers 

are considering three of the 
latest transfer rumours to 
emanate from the red half of 
Manchester.

Numerous reports from Italy 
are claiming Rangnick is set 
to let Paul Pogba leave Old 
Trafford. The Frenchman 
appears to be on course to de-
part United on a free transfer, 
when his current deal expires 
at the end of the summer.
Uncertainty regarding his 
future has repeatedly fed 
disruptive media speculation 
over the last few seasons, but 
it appears his chapter at the 
club is coming to an end.
Italian outlet Gazzetta dello 

Sport claims Rangnick does 
not believe the World Cup 
winner has done enough to 
warrant a new contract with 
improved terms.
Pogba is yet to have played 
under Rangnick, as a result 
of an injury, suffered while 
on international duty with 
France.
United reportedly offered 
Pogba a new contract earlier 
in the season, but the mid-
fielder rejected their advance.
United winger Anthony Mar-
tial will reportedly be allowed 
to leave Old Trafford in the 
January transfer window.
The former Monaco forward 
has been pushed down the 

pecking order since Jadon 
Sancho and Cristiano Ronal-
do both arrived in the sum-
mer. 
Martial’s agent Phillippe 
Lamboley has also conveyed 
the striker’s desire to leave the 
club in the upcoming win-
dow.

"Anthony wishes to leave the 
club in January,” Lamboley 
told reporters. "He just needs 
to play. He doesn't want to 
stay in January and I will 
speak to the club soon."
Further reports from Calci-
omercato have also claimed 
Italian giants Juventus may 
be interested in loaning the 

Frenchman, if they are una-
ble to sign Fiorentina striker 
Dusan Vlahovic.
United are ‘moving decisively’ 
to pip Tottenham Hotspur 
and Paris Saint-Germain to 
the signature of AC Milan 
star Franck Kessie.
The Ivory Coast internation-
al is one of the hottest free 
agents in the market, having 
dazzled for the Serie A giants 
over the last couple of sea-
sons.
Antonio Conte and Mauricio 
Pochettino’s side have also 
been monitoring the mid-
fielder who has impressed as 
a defensive, advanced, and 
attacking midfielder.

Paul Pogba 
Future 
Decided As 
Manchester 
United 
Target 
AC Milan 
Midfielder
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Mamelodi Sundowns Thrash Pirates To 
Extend Lead On Top Of Premier League

By KickOff And 
Soccer Laduma
 
 
The Mamelodi Sundowns jug-
gernaut kept rolling forward 
on Friday with a dominant 
4-1 victory over Orlando 
Pirates in their DStv Premier-
ship clash at Loftus Versfeld.

Themba Zwane, Pavol Sa-
franko, with a brace, and Pe-
ter Shalulile were all on target 
for Masandawana, who now 
have 13 wins and four draws 
from 17 matches played this 
season.

A fifth consecutive league title 
looks like a mere formality for 
the Tshwane club, establishing 
an 18-point lead over nearest 
rivals Kaizer Chiefs.

The defending champions 
started brightly and Thapelo 
Morena had the first chance 
of the game, but he volleyed 
over the over from a Lyle 
Lakay cross. 
Dean Hotto had an opportu-
nity to give the Buccaneers 
the lead, but the forward 
pulled his left-footed effort 
wide. In the 36th minute, 
Shalulile was played in by 
Andile Jali, but the forward 
stumbled after a challenge 
by Pirates defender Bandile 
Shandu and hit the shot wide 
of goal.

Pirates would have been the 
happier of the teams as the 
game remained goalless going 
into the halftime break.

It all changed after the inter-
val though, as Sundowns add-
ed four goals in a dominant 
half of football.
The home side opened the 
scoring in the 51st minute 

when Lakay floated a free-
kick into the box that found 
the head of Shalulile, who 
headed across to allow a sim-
ple tap-in for Zwane.

It was a landmark goal for the 
midfielder as it was his 50th 
strike for the Brazilians.

The lead was doubled 10 
minutes later, and it was from 
another set-piece, as Lakay 
whipped in a corner that saw 
substitute Safranko send a 
powerful header past Pirates 
goalkeeper Siyabonga Mpont-
shane. 
It was 3-0 after 73 minutes 
after Zwane played a through 
ball to Shalulile, who Mpont-
shane took down but Sa-
franko was on hand to finish 
and complete his brace.

Shalulile scored the game’s 
fourth goal in the 76th min-
ute, with Lakay completing 
a hat-trick of assists, the 
left-footer again finding the 
forward on the far-post who 
made no mistake finding the 
back of the net.

Fortune Makaringe scored 
a consolation goal for the 
Buccaneers in injury time, but 
the Soweto club remain third 
in the standings, one point 
behind Chiefs. 
 
Mamelodi Sundowns 
thrashed Orlando Pirates 4-1 
to move 18 points clear at the 
top of the DStv Premiership 
standings on Friday evening.
There were no less than 
three changes from Pirates as 

Ntsako Makhubela, Good-
man Mosele and Ben Motsh-
wari returned to the midfield, 
while Masandawana had just 
a single switch in defender 
Ricardo Nascimento.

The runaway league leaders 
looked to settle first after 
a ball in from the left-side 
by Lyle Lakay saw Thapelo 
Morena side-foot over target 
from the back-post of the 
area. However, the Bucca-
neers responded to the threat 
moments apart when Deon 
Hotto flashed a left-footed 
strike from the near side wide 
after stepping into a pass from 
Thembinkosi Lorch.

Sundowns still worked chanc-
es inside the latter stages of 
the first half as Peter Shalulile 

watched a toe-poke from 
a goal-mouth scramble go 
narrowly wide following a 
corner-kick.

The Brazilians were dealt 
a set-back a minute before 
halftime when Grant Kekana 
pulled up with a knee injury, 
with the Sundowns coaching 
staff opting for the introduc-
tion of Pavol Safranko.

Scroll through the gallery to 
see eight of the retired jersey 
numbers in the PSL

Masandawana though got 
rewarded for their first-half 
dominance when Shalulile 
pulled a free-kick from Lakay 
across goal which Themba 
Zwane attacked to slot in 
from close-range.

The Sunday Express Wishes 
All Our Subscribers A Happy Festive 

Season. Stay Safe, Don’t Drink And Drive, 
And Remember To Stay Connected
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