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What They SaidTheSundayExpress

No One Benefits From Crossing Borders At Undesignated Points
We Find The Numerous 
Attacks On The Minister 
Of Home Affairs Mis-
placed
 
The now expired Zimbabwe-
an Exemption Permit (ZEP) 
which was initiated in 2017 
was deliberated by Cabinet on 
the 24 November 2021. Out 
of those deliberations Cabinet 
decided to no longer issue ex-
tensions to the Zimbabwean 
special dispensations.  How-
ever, Cabinet decided on a 12 
months grace period at the 
expiry of the current Zimba-
bwe Exemption Permit.

During this period the hold-
ers of this permit should 
apply for other permits 
appropriate to their particular 
status or situation. This de-
cision was motivated by our 
desire to ensure that eligible 
Zimbabweans can regularise 
their stay in South Africa. We 
appeal to the holders of this 
permit to use the 12 months 
to regularize their status in 
South Africa.

Given the above we find 
the numerous social media 
attacks on Minister of Home 
Affairs Dr Aaron Motsoaledi 
misplaced and should be con-
demned in the strongest term. 
Minister in the Presidency 
said “the decisions of the ex-
ecutive are never decisions of 
an individual, rather they rep-
resent a collective decision.”  

South Africa is governed by 
the rule of law, and as such 
all within its borders are 
expected to adhere to the law. 
The enforcement of border 
controls are applied to all 
nationalities who try to enter 
the country illegally as part of 
this country’s border manage-
ment policies.

Phumla Williams Is South 
African Government And 
Informations Systems CEO

 
Crossing The Border At 
Undesignated Points Ben-
efits No One - Not Zimba-
bwe, Not South Africa 
 
Let me start by saying that 
Zimbabwe strongly believes 
in nurturing good relations 

with its neighbours for mutu-
al benefit. 
 
Certainly, management of 
borders and ensuring safe and 
orderly migration remains a 
priority. 
 
It is Zimbabwe’s expectation 
that people will use desig-
nated crossing points to visit 
other countries or to return 
home. 
 
Regrettably it has come to the 
attention of the authorities 
that there are some people 
who deliberately avoid official 
crossing points for unknown 
reasons. 
 
It is this revelation that mo-
tivated Zimbabwe and South 
Africa to establish platforms 
of dialogue and aimed at 
developing solutions to this 
shared problem. 
 
As you may already be aware, 
there are border patrols on 
both sides of the Limpopo 
 
The expectation is that these 
patrols will act as a strong de-
terrent to would-be offenders 
on both sides 
 
Frankly speaking, no govern-
ment benefits from the use 
of unsanctioned points due 
to the huge losses associated 
with this undesirable behav-
iour.
 
Melody Chaurura Is Zimba-
bwe Consul General In Johan-
nesburg.
 
Television Interview: What 
is Happening On  Twitter Is 
Unacceptable. But The Dip-

lomats from Both Countries 
Must Step In.... 
 
Politically we have seen the 
minister taking a firm stance 
on that he wants to deal with 
the situation of migration. It 
appeared as if the ANC gov-
ernment had no immigration 
plan. It looked as if it was a 
gentleman’s agreement to give 
out the permits in the first 
place. 
 
But it looks as if the ANC is 
almost forced to act immedi-
ately. May you take this action 
without creating mass dis-
placement and avoid a diplo-
matic problem?. But clearly 
there isn’t any visible diplo-
matic channels dealing with 
this matter. It has reached a 
diplomatic cross-roads where 
the escalation is at the level of 
retaliation. 
 
Both countries now need to 
come up in the open because 
it is affecting the two coun-
tries equally. 
 
South Africa is a dominant 
force in the region per infra-
structure, diplomatically, it is 
the giant in the region. Lets 
put this matter at a regional 
level and  see how we deal 
with the matter. Most of the 
parties that are in charge 
are the former liberation 
movements. In Zimbabwe, in 
Angola, the lack of appetite to 
deal with what makes a state, 
you cannot build a state on 
the basis of comradeship. 
 
It may not be that the ANC-
led government is using 
imperialist borders, but there 
was never a definitive debate 

about this, and the issue has 
now found itself on the top 
of the agenda. South Africa 
will not want to be seen to be 
using imperialistic borders. 
Yes the cpountry has a right 
to enforce migration, but it is 
a two way thing. Was it ever a 
debated? No. 
 
What we see now is the 
government being forced 
to generate a response as a 
matter of urgency. Zanu-
PF is also gauging that they 
have a Sandton branch - and 
distancing themselves from 
it - but there is no visible en-
gagement between the ANC 
government over the nature 
of the Sandton branch and 
the issues that it raises. 
 
These things have been 
raised, but it is always difficult 
to find a balance but there is 
a need to finding solidarity, 
there cannot be a situation 
where the state has no under-
standing of the status of the 
problem, and the state of the 
borders. 
South Africa’s politicians have 
been watching what immi-
gration has done to European 
politics, and how this has led 
to the coming up of populist 
politicians. 

Even if South Africa cancels 
those permits, but we may 
find that there is a depend-
ency of the employment of 
SADC people in certain areas 
- look at the restaurant sector 
for instance. 
 
Look at the restaurant busi-
ness, the restaurants in some 
areas may have to close down 
completely, also the country 

has to look at its image and 
reputation on the continent, 
the issue of protectionism 
comes through. It may sound 
that by the protection of 
menial jobs is the required 
solution, but it may be the 
distribution of the jobs that is 
the problem. 
 
I don’t think that the Zimba-
bwean authorities are doing 
enough and I don’t think that 
they are not following up 
with the human beings, their 
problems at homes, and the 
situation that they are finding 
themselves at Beit Bridge 
 
Let us have a practical en-
gagement, but for now, fight-
ing on twitter is not OK, and 
it is not the corrective way to 
deal with this matter. 
 
South African cannot develop 
as an island, it speaks to what 
citizens are relating to power. 

We can see ways in which 
there is the African Peer Af-
rican Review Mechanism, to 
try to help other governments 
apply accountability and peer 
influence, the problem in 
the region is that there is too 
much unilateral and bilateral-
ism - but there is no multilat-
eralism. 
 
For instance you see Mo-
zambique deploying Rwanda 
troops, does it mean SADC 
has no troops? There is no 
understanding of the han-
dling of such regional matters 
and no co-ordination among 
regional leaders themselves. 
 
The ANC-led government 
seems to be unclear about its 
engagement and when you 
get this small branch commu-
nicating as if it is the Zanu-
PF, and yet we see the ANC-
led government has more 
challenges in its own, when 
you are internally weak, the 
manner in which sometimes 
the Zanu-PF government can 
just pronounce itself, I’m not 
sure is this is based on soli-
darity, these issues come out. 
it says a lot about our politics. 
 
 
Ralph Mathekga, Political An-
alyst On SABC, Speaking To 
Presenter Sakina Kamwendo
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We have to believe in our-
selves and we will conquer 
it all. There are no perennial 
winners and losers in soccer- 
so let the games begin 
 
By Terrence Mwedzi 
 
It is refreshing and encourag-
ing to note that the AFCON 
tournament will start on 
Sunday, and Cameroon is the 
host country. The tournament 
takes place in January due 
to weather patterns there. 
Personally,l can’t wait for this 
latest showpiece. 
 
The first match will be be-
tween Cameroon and Burki-
na Faso on Sunday, reigning 
champions Algeria will be 
eager to defend their crown in 
the next continental exhibi-
tion piece. 
 
But I firmly believe that new 
champions will emerge this 
time, because in the game of 
soccer, everyone is a threat. 
There is nothing called a loser 
in soccer, even small teams 
are a threat these days. In the 
world of football, things have 
changed. I’m glad that my 
team (Zimbabwe Warriors) is 
going to participate in Cam-
eroon, which is very good for 
us. 
 
As I write this crucial piece, 
hopes are high that the War-
riors will make a huge differ-
ence and make history this 
time.In the same vein, our 
boys need all form of motiva-
tion. Yes, we can do it. Ours is 
not a weak team. 
 
It is proved that despite all the 
setbacks, the Warriors remain 
one of the best teams in the 
Southern Africa region and 
this will be Zimbabwe’s fifth 
appearance in the tournament 
after the 2004,2006,2017 
and 2019 editions. Our boys 
are in the same group with 
Senegal, Guniea, and Malawi. 
To be honest, Goup B is not 

a group of death, we must 
beat Senegal to avoid pressure 
and silence everyone who 
makes senseless noise. Yes, 
we should not waste chances. 
A good application of tac-
tics and quick reading of the 
game can play a big role in 
the field of play. 
 
Senegal: the team that is being 
classified as one of the strong-
est teams in Africa.But the 
Warriors can still compete. 
Guniea and Malawi remain 
average teams despite their 
AFCON appearances in the 
past years. It is also ridiculous 
that Senegal topped the Afri-
can rankings in three years, 
have no trophies or medals 
to show off. This is soccer. I 
know Senegal has key players 
like Edouard Mendy, ldrissa 
Gueye, Ismaila Sarr, Sadino 
Mane but we can still com-
plete. We have to believe in 
ourselves and we will conquer 
it all. There are no perennial 
winners and losers in soccer- 
so let the games begin. 
 
On the contrary, players 
like Alec Mudimu, Onismor 
Bhasera and Teenage Hadebe 
can add confidence and flavor 
to the team. The team is a bit 
balanced with experienced 
players young and old. We 

have to qualify for the knock-
out stages, that’s how the sto-
ry is done. On the other hand, 
we have missed European 
midfielders Marvelous Na-
kamba and Marshall Munetsi 
due to injuries, which is very 
sad. I would like to congrat-
ulate the Sports and Recrea-
tion Commission (SRC) for 
paying players’ allowances 
on time. Our players must 
also be financially motivated, 
money can inspire them to 
move mountains. National 
pride must be restored. 
 
Furthermore, the SRC fired 
the officials in November, 
citing mismanagement, lack 
of financial responsibility 
and sexual harassment of the 
referees. 
The move is likely to coun-
ter the FIFA ban. We don’t 
want cartels in our football. 
We need everything to be 
more viable and the proper 
channels must be followed all 
the time. For now, let’s focus 
onthe pending games. Some 
misguided elements were 
praying for the Warriors to 
be kicked out of the AFCON 
tournament. That didn’t hap-
pen. Let us not wish anything 
bad for our country. We do 
not want FIFA to disrupt the 
AFCON tournament. We 

don’t want to be expelled. It is 
our time to comply. 
 
In addition, the African Foot-
ball Confederation (CAF) 
informed all teams partic-
ipating in the 2021 Africa 
Cup of Nations that the video 
assistant referee (VAR) will be 
used throughout the tourna-
ment, which simply means 
that all 52 Afcon matches will 
have the VAR to avoid un-
necessary mishaps, noise and 
confusion. 
 
And CAF has also increased 
the prize monies for the 
Africa Cup of Nations-which 
is good. This is a positive 
development. In other news, 
it is also reported that some 
European football clubs were 
refusing to release players for 
the Continental showpiece 
(AFCON). 
 
And some African players 
were forced to fake injuries.
Covid-19 has also been used 
as an excuse by some Europe-
an clubs not to release players 
for the AFCON tournament. 
It is wrong. Sure. It is an act of 
sabotage. 
 
Afcon is an important tourna-
ment that needs to be respect-
ed and a lot of football-loving 

fans will agree with me. 
 
Here are the AFCON 2021 
Groups 
 
Group A: 
Cameroon (host), Burkina 
Faso, Cape Verde Islands, 
Ethiopia 
 
Group B: Guinea, Malawi, 
Senegal, Zimbabwe
 
Group C: Comoros Island, 
Gabon, Ghana, Morocco 
 
Group D: Egypt, Guinea 
Bissau, Nigeria, Sudan 
 
Group E: Algeria, Equatorial 
Guinea, Ivory Coast, Sierra 
Leone 
 
Group F: Gambia, Mali, 
Mauritania, Tunisia 
 
As a nation, we should 
strongly stand behind the 
boys. 
 
Go Warriors Go!!!! 
 
Terrence Mwedzi is a writer, 
poet, and soccer expert. He 
writes to the Digital Sunday 
Express in his own capac-
ity and can be reached at: 
+27611370088 Email: moon-
tafadzwa@gmail.com 

Go Zimbabwe!!! Let’s Show The World That 
We Are Not Called The Warriors For Nothing
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The Sunday Express 
 
Welcome to the year 2022 - 
at the Sunday Express - and 
this year we continue on this 
page from where we left off 
in December - meeting the 
newsmakers.  
We don’t like dropping names 
- but on this page alone - 
when the TV presenters  - 
Denice, Thuli and Lennox 
meet the newsmakers - News 
Is Seen Differently. 
Yvette Jonathan, entrepreneur 
and musician, Taurai Moyo 
from eMari Swap, Michael 
Tichareva Managing Director 
of National Standard Finance 
Africa, Aubrey Mavhuli au-
thor of Success Is Do It Your-
self and fashion designer and 
brand innovator Rep Lepara.
The move of the channel to 
the giant of African televi-
sion is ongoing, and expect 
the news by the end of the 
month. Stay tuned to www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com
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Numsa Calls For Release Of Julian Assange
“We are in a continent that 
has withstood 500 years of 
humiliation through co-
lonialism, apartheid, and 
neo-colonialism”
  

By The Bulrushes

The National Union of Met-
alworkers of South Africa 
(NUMSA) this week said it 
has joined “all progressive 
voices across the globe in 
demanding the immediate 
and unconditional release of 
Julian Assange from Bel-
marsh prison in the United 
Kingdom”.

“Assange is a journalist who 
is a friend to all peace-loving 
people in the world,” said 
Irvin Jim, NUMSA general 
secretary.
 
The Australian editor and 

self-confessed computer 
hacker faces possible ex-
tradition from The United 
Kingdom to the United States, 
where he is wanted on 17 
charges of violating the Espio-
nage Act by publishing classi-
fied military information.

On Christmas Eve, lawyers 
asked Britain’s Supreme Court 
for permission to appeal 
the high court’s ruling that 
Assange can be extradited to 
the US.

 Assange shot to fame in April 
2010 after his WikiLeaks 
website released a 39-minute 
video of a US military Apache 
helicopter firing over and 
killing more than a dozen 
Iraqis, including two Reuters 
journalists.

Last week on Friday lawyers 
argued that the US govern-

ment’s pledge that the found-
er of the whistleblowing web-
site would not be subjected to 
extreme conditions in prison 
was conditional and could 
be changed at the authority’s 
discretion.

The 50-year-old Assange has 
been confined in Belmarsh 
maximum-security prison in 
London since April 2019.

Before that Assange was a 
resident of the embassy of 
Ecuador, London, for seven 
years after entering it on 19 
June 2012 to claim diplomatic 
asylum after being wanted 
by Swedish authorities for 
questioning over four alleged 
sexual offences.

Assange said he feared the 
authorities in Sweden would 
hand him over to the Amer-
icans.

Now the powerful South 
African union – NUMSA – 
has added its voice to those 
calling for Assange’s uncondi-
tional release.
 
“WikiLeaks and Assange have 
provided the world with in-
disputable evidence of the im-
punity with which the United 
States is willing to pursue 
an imperialist agenda in the 
interests of a small capitalist 
class,” said Jim.

“Assange has consistently de-
nounced the current system 
that allows the 22 richest men 
in the world to be wealthier 
than all the women in Africa.”

Jim said Assange continues to 
stand against imperialist wars 
which leave only illiteracy, 
hunger, homelessness, and 
suffering in their wake.

“As NUMSA we are familiar 
with the racist aggression suf-
fered at the hands of Western 
imperialists, that Assange and 
others continue to expose,” 
said Jim

“We are in a continent that 
has withstood 500 years of 
humiliation through colonial-
ism, apartheid, and neo-colo-
nialism.

“The racist, colonial logic 
which seeks to sustain Africa 
as the continent of the poor-
est people on the wealthiest 
land is the same logic that 
the principled journalism 
of Assange has consistently 
exposed and denounced.

“Hands off Julian Assange. 
Hands off! Aluta continua! 
The struggle continues.” – The 
Bulrushes.Com
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situation, therefore, remains 
as it was before, and it is get-
ting worse and worse ... It is 
getting worse because people 
are starting to starve, and it 
would seem the World Food 
Programme (WFP) no longer 
can provide food for all dis-
placed persons as it initially 
did. The number of people 
in need has grown. Similarly, 
the Diocesan Caritas and the 
Emergency Fund, while doing 
their utmost best to help, 
are struggling. They are now 
targeting only those who are 
really in dire situations,” said 
Bishop Juliasse.

“The message I have as an 
appeal is: Please do not forget 
the situation here. Do not 
leave Cabo Delgado alone to 
fend for itself. There is need 
for aid now and not later. 
Now, before it becomes too 
late,” said the Apostolic Ad-
ministrator of Pemba. - Vati-
can News

Cabo Delgado: The Humani-
tarian crisis in Cabo Delgado 
is getting worse. According to 
the Apostolic Administrator 
of Pemba, Bishop António 
Juliasse, the situation in Cabo 
Delgado is anything but 
better.

The assessment and appeal 
of Bishop Juliasse were made 
to Vatican News in light of 
a recent joint statement that 
was issued, on the situation of 
Cabo Delgado, by an Interre-
ligious group of leaders in the 
area.

The problem of Cabo Delga-
do has not been solved
Bishop Juliasse reiterated that 
insecurity and the humanitar-
ian crisis in Cabo Delgado are 
widespread. 

He regretted that the situation 
prevailing on the ground is 
not making much news in the 
various media outlets. Unfor-

Apostolic Administrator Of Pemba Warns That 
Humanitarian Crisis In Cabo Delgado Is Out Of Hand

tunately, he said, “an impres-
sion has been created that the 
problem in Cabo Delgado has 
been solved, but this is not 
true,” insisted Bishop Juliasse.
“Cabo Delgado still has 800 
000 displaced people.” He 
continued, “and there is still 
much movement of displaced 
persons from insecure areas. 
There are the newly displaced 
people who leave their villag-
es in search of secure shelter,” 
Bishop Juliasse explained.

Explaining the continued 
insecurity, the Apostolic 
Administrator of Pemba cited 
the example of Nova Zambé-
zia, near Macomia, which was 
attacked on New Year’s Day, 1 
January 2022. 

In that attack, three people 
were killed, and one person 
was seriously wounded, said 
Bishop Juliasse. With the 
recent attacks, a new group of 
displaced persons is already 

on the move seeking secure 
shelter either from relatives or 
wherever.

Insecurity is driving dis-
placement

“At the moment, there are 
displaced persons in all the 
districts of the central and 
southern regions of Cabo 
Delgado Province, and there 
are also displaced persons 
in large numbers who are 
leaving the northern part of 
neighbouring Niassa province 
for the central and southern 
part of Cabo Delgado,” said 
the Bishop.

“The violence we have ex-
perienced as a result of this 
terrorism has worsened the 
humanitarian crisis here in 
Cabo Delgado, adding to the 
other factors that already 
existed before, such as pov-
erty, exclusion and the lack 
of schools in various places 

- all these factors have been 
aggravated by this situation of 
terrorism,” the Prelate said.

Bishop Juliasse is worried 
about reports of tension in 
some resettlement camps. He 
called on the people of Cabo 
Delgado and elsewhere to 
bear in mind the mystery of 
Christmas recently celebrat-
ed. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, 
was born in suffering, humili-
ty, and poverty.

“While is it true that the 
suffering we have in Cabo 
Delgado is great, we must not 
lose sight of the real problem, 
of the origins of this conflict 
by falling into another cycle 
of violence or by starting new 
forms of violence,” admon-
ished Bishop Juliasse.

Bishop Juliasse appealed for 
urgent humanitarian as-
sistance on behalf of Cabo 
Delgado. “The humanitarian 
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From sharing a channel with 
CGTN – and 700 other pro-
grammes – StarSat has been 
an amazing programming 
bouquet for Jit Television

The Sunday Express

After over 130 daily news 
bulletins – and six months 
of programming – Jit Televi-
sion is set to move to a bigger 
platform this month – details 
of which you are hearing here 
on The Sunday Express news-
paper for the first time.

In October we reported that 
the station had moved house 
from Randburg to Rivonia 
– Telemedia Studios – and 
the news division had stayed 
the course with innovative 
news bulletins which showed 
the other side of the Zim-
SA news corridor like never 
before.

So we completed the intern-
ship that was StarSat this 
week  –  and by the end of 
this month – Sunday Express 
and Jit Television will be the 
first Zimbabwean broadcaster 
that is going to run a com-
plete Zimbabwean station on 
one of the influential multiple 
networks on digital satellite 
television on the continent. 
Mark our words, its a true 
story.

And it’s all the tireless efforts 
of forerunner: the leadership 
of Colin Mackenzie – who 
has runs a tight ship from the 
inception in Randburg – and 
will stand proud this week as 
his own personal dream had 
become not his alone – but 
a whole team of new-age 
broadcasters and engineering 
crew that seeks to change the 
way that television is broad-
cast on the continent.

StarSat has been a revelation. 
From rubbing shoulders on 
the same channel with CGTN 
– and 700 other programmes 
– StarSat has been an amazing 

programming bouquet for the 
Jit Television offering – and in 
that thicket of 13 programmes 
– stands the 30 Sunday 
Express, 110 The Daily News 
Bulletins – and all anchored 
on the digital print side with 
this very newspaper: – The 

Stop Press: Jit Television Migrates To A Bigger Channel

Digital Sunday Express.

So as we migrant, you won’t 
remain behind – and this falls 
perfectly in the new subscrib-
er-driven model that we fol-
low as a newspaper – one that 
seeks to empower the viewer 

and subscriber – and build 
allegiance with the brand.

Telemedia has taught us the 
power of the engineering 
fleet at the disposal of Jit TV 
– covering over 93% of the 
world’s population across the 
Americas, Africa, Asia Pacif-
ic, Europe, the Middle East, 

The Sunday Express 100-day Book Challenge. Partner with The Sunday Express and put your book 
together in 100 days. Your own coach, your own pace and your own story - and you are ready to go: 

www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com. Text (27) 83 476 7918
TheSunday

Express

Add your voice to the conversation: 
On facebook, on twitter, on instagram, on 

the website, on youtube, and on whatsapp 
www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

CIS and Russia.  
Jit Television is proving to the 
channel of choice on StarSat 
– our entertainment, music, 
gospel, sitcoms and reality 
shows – as well as the news 
and information – are draw-
ing in the numbers – and the 
station is not looking back: 
Full Report: ZimbabweDigital 
Express.com



NewsTheSundayExpress
January  2022                                                                     Subscriber Edition www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com    8

By Alexander Winning

South African corruption 
inquiry pointed to systemic 
graft during former President 
Jacob Zuma’s tenure in the 
first part of its report pub-
lished on Tuesday, after more 
than three years of investiga-
tions involving more than 300 
witnesses.

The inquiry chaired by senior 
judge Raymond Zondo was 
established in 2018 to exam-
ine allegations of high-level 
graft during Zuma’s nine 
years in power from 2009, 
after scandals and sleaze had 
overshadowed South Africa’s 
politics for years.

Zuma denies wrongdoing 
and has refused to cooperate 
with the inquiry, leading to 
his imprisonment in July for 
contempt of court. 

He was placed on medical 
parole in September before 
being ordered back to jail by 
the high court - a decision he 
is appealing. read more

The allegations levelled 
against Zuma include that he 
allowed businessmen close to 
him - brothers Atul, Ajay and 
Rajesh Gupta - to plunder 
state resources and influ-
ence policy, in what is widely 
referred to in South Africa as 

“state capture”.
The Guptas, who also deny 
wrongdoing, left South Africa 
after Zuma was ousted before 
the end of his second term by 
now-President Cyril Rama-
phosa’s allies on the executive 
of the governing African 
National Congress party to 
which they both belong.

The first instalment of the 
Zondo commission’s report 
focused on alleged corruption 
involving state airline South 
African Airways (SAA) and 
related entities, a media com-
pany controlled by the Guptas 
and the revenue service.

On SAA, it said the airline de-
clined into “an entity racked 

by corruption and fraud” 
while Zuma was in power. 
Two former finance ministers 
told the inquiry that the SAA 
chairwoman at the time was 
retained because of the per-
sonal preferences of Zuma.

“This is the antithesis of 
accountability. President 
Zuma fled the Commission 
because he knew there were 
questions that would be put 
to him which he would not 
have been able to answer,” the 
report said. Spokespeople for 
Zuma and SAA did not im-
mediately answer phone calls 
seeking comment.

Collapse Of Governance

The inquiry found the Guptas 
employed “a calculated strat-
egy ... to appropriate public 
funds from state-owned en-
terprises” and said the influ-
ence that they exerted over 
Zuma was “considerable”.

It said the revenue service, 
SARS, was “systemically and 
deliberately weakened, chiefly 
through the restructuring 
of its institutional capacity, 
strategic appointments and 
dismissals of key individuals, 
and a pervasive culture of fear 
and bullying”. It cited Zuma 
and a former SARS commis-
sioner as playing critical roles 
in dismantling it. SARS did 
not immediately respond to 
an e-mailed request for com-

ment.

Addressing public procure-
ment broadly, the inquiry said 
there were patterns of abuse 
at every stage and that gov-
ernance had collapsed at state 
companies.

It recommended the gov-
ernment publish a national 
charter against corruption in 
public procurement, establish 
an independent anti-corrup-
tion agency, ensure protection 
for whistleblowers and that 
legislation on political party 
funding be amended.

Two further parts of the 
report will be submitted to 
Ramaphosa by the end of 
February.

At a ceremony at the Union 
Buildings, the seat of govern-
ment, Ramaphosa promised a 
plan to implement the in-
quiry’s recommendations by 
the end of June after Zondo 
handed him the first part of 
the report.

Ramaphosa has made tack-
ling corruption a priority 
since taking over from Zuma, 
although some opposition 
politicians have criticised him 
for doing too little to stop the 
rot when he was Zuma’s dep-
uty between May 2014 and 
February 2018. - Reuters

South African Inquiry Makes Damning Zuma Findings

TheSundayExpress  
“(News) is like a river, sometimes it 

sweeps you gently along and sometimes 
the rapids come out of  nowhere.” 
- (slightly adapted) Emma Smith

Quote:
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National Parks: One of 
Zimbabwe’s biggest wildlife 
reserves is to receive US$1 
million annually from a 
brand-new fund to help sus-
tain its operations and fight 
poaching.

The money, which will extend 
for at least 15 years, will help 
pay for ranger patrols, equip-
ment maintenance and other 
everyday needs, thus accord-
ing to the Frankfurt Zoologi-
cal Society (FZS), which is the 
Park’s partner. 

Zimbabwe’s second largest 
reserve, the Gonarezhou 
National Park covers 5 000 
square kilometres in the 
country’s remote southeast, 
and it is home to at least 
11 000 elephants - its name 
means the place of the ele-
phant in the local ChiShona 
language - as well as to black 
rhinos, whose numbers 

are kept secret for security 
reasons.However, the money 
will come from the Legacy 
Landscapes Fund (LLF), a 
brand-new international ini-
tiative that provides funds to 
help wildlife havens in poor 
countries. Furthermore, the 
donation to Gonarezhou is 
funding to keep the lights on 

in difficult times, as national 
parks that depend on tourism 
income have suffered during 
the coronavirus pandemic.
 
Banking: Meanwhile, in some 
parks in Africa, reports say 
even basic work such as rang-
er patrols could not be done 
due to budget cuts,  so poach-

ing picked up significantly, 
hence the LLF, set up in 
2021, as a public-private fund 
established as a charity under 
German law to help close the 
funding gap for biodiversity 
conservation.
CBZ Holdings Limited (CB-
ZHL) shareholders will meet 
at an extraordinary general 
meeting this month - to ap-
prove the proposed acquisi-
tion of a 31.22% stake in First 
Mutual Holdings Limited 
(FMHL).  This is part of the 
group’s diversification and 
consolidation strategy.
If the transaction is approved 
by shareholders, it will take 
CBZHL’s stake in FMHL to 
34% as it already has a 3% 
shareholding. The January 
31 EGM comes after CBZHL 
announced in October that 
it had entered into a share 
purchase agreement to ac-
quire the 31% stake in FMHL 
currently held by the National 

Social Security Authority.
CBZHL will acquire 
226,997,219 FMHL ordinary 
shares at a total consideration 
of ZWL$6 billion (a price of 
ZWL$28 per FMHL ordinary 
share). Thirty percent of the 
total value (ZWL$1, 9 bil-
lion) which is equivalent to 
US$21m will be paid in cash.
Of that cash payment, 
US$10m will be paid with-
in 10 days of the fulfillment 
or waiver of the condition 
precedent and the balance of 
US$11 million will be paid 
over 18 months in three equal 
installments of US$3 million 
CBZHL said in a circular to 
shareholders.

Seventy percent of the trans-
action value will be settled 
through the issuance of 1 
CBZHL ordinary share for 
every 3 ordinary shares held 
by NSSA. - Compiled By Jit 
Television News Network

Hwange National Park Gets $1 million Sponsorship
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Fiction

There is nothing more 
aggravating than the 
certainty of the night for 
one spending it behind 
bars, and feeling the sec-
ond night settling faster 
than the first night
 
By Nhamo Muchagumisa

The walls of the remand 
prison were like a great 
monstrosity that would 
watch every movement 
Feline would make, to 
ensure that all her woes 
would either stay or in-
crease. 

The skylight, peeping 
from the high roof of the 
prison cell, could hardly 
illuminate the room. Its 
purpose was probably to 
ensure that the inmates 
were able to see their way 
to the stinking toilet seat, 
but it was unlikely that 
anyone would get lost on 
the way to the consumer 
of human waste because 
it was easy for an inmate 
to follow her sense of 
smell.

As she lay on a thin blan-
ket that covered the con-
crete floor, another one 
of like nature covering 
her body, she sensed an 
uncomfortable dampness, 
rising from the cold-
ness of the floor, seeping 
through her clothes into 
the tenderness of her 
skin. There was barely 
any space between one 
inmate and the other.
Feline searched her 
heart for any venomous 

feelings towards Mrs 
Nyakubika and found 
none, yet her blood had 
become the food of bed 
bugs and lice because of 
her. She even felt a little 
sorry for her who had 
high expectations for her 
brother. Feline’s relation-
ship with Mrs Nyakubi-
ka’s brother had come as 
a shock and a half to her.

For all his intellectual 
muscle, Felix had re-
solved to wed a house-
maid as if the world 
had run short of eligible 
spinsters. A woman’s en-
emy is definitely another 
woman. Surely Felix had 
planted Feline as a flower 
at the centre of his gar-
den, and Mrs Nyakubika 
had opted to be the worm 
that would suck all the 
sap out of the same flow-
er. Now the grim walls 
of the prison cell were 
watching over her like a 
devourer of rotten flesh 
waiting for his food to be 
ready.

Feline had never im-
agined that the night 
could be so long. The 
airless trap, in which she 
was massed together with 
convicts and would be 
convicts proved to her 
that even without the 
raging flames of biblical 
prophecy, hell could be 
furious enough to tor-
ment condemned souls 
to the deepest spot.

Mrs Nyakubika had 
had Feline thrown into 

Fiction Writing With 
Nhamo Muchagumisa

The Broken 
Triangle

the gutter because she 
suspected her of hav-
ing stolen her diamond 
ring worth US500. After 
a brief search by mem-
bers of the ZRP, the ring 
had been found tucked 
in one of the pockets of 
her handbag, which she 
seldom opened or car-
ried around. “We have no 
choice,” said the officer, 
leading the unformed 
team, “but to put you 
under arrest as this is 
evidence enough to prove 
that you have a case to 
answer.”

A curse, she thought, 
before saying, “I do not 
know by what miracle the 
ring found its way into 
this bedroom, let alone 
into my handbag.”

“Our call of duty does 
not entertain miracle 
nonsense,” said another 
officer, “We deal with 

tangible evidence.”

 Feline had vehemently 
denied the theft charg-
es before the police, but 
with stark evidence found 
in her bedroom, Feline 
hardly had any defence 
except simply denying 
the charges. Worse still, 
the offence had been al-
legedly committed when 
she was due to take her 
weekend leave.
 
The youthful suspect was 
not denied bail, but she 
had no means with which 
to pay the ZW$6 000 bail 
the court had offered to 
buy her freedom before 
possible conviction. From 
court she was loaded into 
a heavy prison van with 
small high windows and 
peeling plastic coated 
seats, the ankles of her 
feet burning in the grip of 
leg irons.
It is a misnomer to say 

Feline was taken to re-
mand prison because 
most of her inmates were 
convicts, yet the loudest 
slogan from the justice 
delivery system was, 
“Everyone is innocent 
before the law until prov-
en otherwise by a court 
of law”.

Her mother’s visit did not 
leave Feline refreshed of 
the horrors of the night. 
“Daughter, why did you 
do it?” she asked, her 
voice choking with tears.
“Do what Mother?”
“Damn you. You know 
what I am talking about. 
Mrs Nyakubika had been 
so kind to you. She liter-
ally picked you up from 
the gutter, and was that 
your way of expressing 
your gratitude?” Mrs Mu-
razvu said aggravated.

“Mother, I never stole 
that woman’s ring. Now I 
feel spiritually abused be-
cause even my late sister’s 
handbag has been taken 
away from my possession 
as part of the exhibit. I 
can’t bear the pain, then 
my own mother is not 
even ready to fight in my 
corner,” the young beauty 
responded.

Nhamo Muchagumisa is 
an English Language and 
Literature teacher, and 
he writes from Odzi. He 
writes in his own capacity 
and can be contacted on 
+263771271478 Email 
him at: muchagumisan@
gmail.com
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By Stephen Linjesa 
 
Not having known this voice 
in the wilderness, profit of 
our generation and justice 
crusader with a big heart 
was to have argued yourself 
unknown

This week we mourn the sad 
passing on of Archbishop 
Desmond Emeritus Mpilo 
Tutu, on December 26, 2021, 
aged 90, in Cape Town, whose 
ashes were subsequently 
interred at the St George’s 
Cathedral, also in Cape Town, 
on New Year’s Day.

Terrible news of the passing 
on of the Archbishop hit the 
world with the full force of a 
giant asteroid plunging the 
entire human race into an 
abyss of despair. Indeed, not 
having known this voice in 
the wilderness, profit of our 
generation and justice cru-

sader with a big heart who 
was a true prophet of the 
universally beloved commu-
nity of faith, peace and justice 
was to have argued yourself 
unknown.

This larger-than-life human-
itarian, who won at Oslo in 
1984 the Noble Peace Prize 
for non-violent opposition to 
apartheid, was cut from the 
same cloth as other members 
of a creatively maladjusted 
non-conforming minority 
like Dr Martin Luther King 
Jr, Mahatma Gandhi and 
Nelson Mandela, deemed 
the consciences of their own 
generations for they chose 
to meet physical force with 
soul force, hate with love, and 
fought their greatest battles 
over Casspirs, teargas and 
bullets with love, kindness 
and compassion.

 John Stuart Mill once said, 
“What distinguishes the 
majority from the few is their 
inability to act according to 
their beliefs.” To which I add 
the voice of German poet, 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe 
who said, ”A man is made by 
his belief. As he believes so 
he is.”

The Arch, as he was affection-

ately known, was a fearless, 
extremely intelligent and 
highly educated hero known, 
not for the loftiness of his 
carriage, but for his firm con-
victions which he wore like 
his mantle seldom taking the 
paths with the least resistance 
and the least trouble.

Despite suffering from tu-
berculosis for some time and 
being surrounded by some 
of the gravest injustices and 
most intolerable cruelties 
of all time, this indomitable 
spirit never lost hope or his 
dream of a “rainbow nation” 
where the leopard and the 
lamb would lie down together 
peacefully under the same 
tree.

Relentlessly, he fought against 
old man apartheid and helped 
to put him on his deathbed.

A moulder of consensus rath-
er than a searcher of consen-
sus, the Archbishop chaired 
a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission that healed a 
sick and bleeding nation by 
choosing love and leniency 
over revenge and recrimina-
tions.

 Furthermore, as the general 
secretary of the South African 
Council of Churches and later 

the Anglican Archbishop of 
Cape Town he refused to be 
numbered wrongly among 
those spiritual leaders who 
were neither dead nor alive 
but were merely existing in 
an unfair and unjust system 
through complacent adjust-
ment and the blatant avoid-
ance of the unarmed truth.

The Archbishop Desmond 
Tutu arrived at the inescapa-
ble conclusion that coopera-
tion with good was as much 
a moral obligation as non-co-
operation with evil.

Moreover, he realised – to use 
his own words – that “Reli-
gion is like a knife: you can 
either use it to cut bread, or 
stick in someone’s back.”

Opting for the former, he be-
came a conscientious objector 
who was also a great man of 
action. In this way he made 
South Africa stronger because 
he made it better.

Yet he did not stop there. He 
rose to the majestic heights 
of altruism by allowing his 
loyalties to transcend his race, 
his tribe, his class, and also 
his nation.

 He became a global cam-
paigner of human rights and 

a universal champion for 
the oppressed who sought 
to defeat poverty, hunger 
and misery in order to bring 
about world peace, security 
and comfort for all people.

Throughout his life the 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu 
aspired for something ab-
solute and eternal putting 
his extraordinary intellect, 
extensive academic achieve-
ments and religious service to 
the injection of new meaning 
and dignity into the veins of 
civilization.

He completed the hard ser-
vice of the flesh with finesse 
and aplomb. And, I say in the 
words of George Santayana: 
“For a man who had done 
his natural duty, death is as 
natural as sleep.”

May the Archbishop Des-
mond Tutu sleep well!

Stephen Linjesa is the found-
ing director and executive 
chairman of a multi-media 
company called Triple A Arts 
Solutions (Pvt) Ltd. He is by 
training a finance person, by 
inclination an entrepreneur 
and by nature an artist. You 
can reach him on +263 773 
815 836 or on tripleaccls@
gmail.com.

A Great Send-
Off For A 
Great Man: 
Archbishop 
Desmond 
Tutu Is 
Definitely 
A Larger-
Than-Life 
Theologian
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Why Tennis Star Novac Djokovic 
Is Such A Divisive Figure
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By Sonia Oxley

Novak Djokovic often has to 
cup his ear to encourage a 
crowd to cheer for him.

He has won a record-equal-
ling 20 men's Grand Slam 
titles and is a world number 
one with jaw-dropping ath-
leticism - but he is also one 
of his sport's most polarising 
figures.

The 34-year-old Serb is cur-
rently sitting in a government 
detention hotel in Australia, 
waiting for his latest contro-
versy to play out after having 
his visa revoked in Melbourne 
when he arrived to defend his 
Australian Open title.

A court will decide on Mon-
day whether to deport him 
- but whether he wins or loses 
his appeal, this week's events 
have made him an even more 
divisive player.

Just how has a boy who 
sheltered during the Nato 
bombing of Belgrade in 1999 
become a player who has 

struggled to warm the hearts 
of so many?

When Djokovic faced Roger 
Federer in the 2019 Wimble-
don final, an epic encounter 
was marred by booing of the 
Serb.

His misses were clapped and 
he was jeered in a partisan 
atmosphere more likely found 
at football stadiums than on 
Centre Court.

Djokovic saved match points 
and went on to win a classic 
final, with pundits urging fans 
to show more respect to a 
great player.

It is hard to know exactly why 
they did not - yes, the hugely 
popular Federer has a fanbase 
like no other, but Djokovic is 

also one of the sport's greats.

"You cannot make people love 
you and that's been the situ-
ation a little bit," his former 
coach Boris Becker told BBC 
Radio 5 Live Breakfast.

"He's a fine young sportsman 
with the right attitude and the 
right character, he just has a 
different view on life. He has 
a different view how he eats, 
how he drinks, how he sleeps. 

“That's where you can't crit-
icise him. Maybe that's the 
reason he's so successful, but 
he's not for everybody - I get 
it."

Does his way of celebrating 
wind people up? He does an 
extravagant gesture to the 
four corners of the court in 

gratitude - does that grate 
when you have been booing?

Or is it past on-court behav-
iour? He has repeatedly been 
accused by players of exagger-
ating injuries, including at last 
year's Australian Open when 
Taylor Fritz said the Serb 
would have retired from their 
match if his abdomen prob-
lem was "really, really bad".

Back in 2008, Andy Roddick 
poked fun at Djokovic by sug-
gesting that among the many 
ailments bothering the Serb 
at the US Open might be bird 
flu, anthrax and SARS.

Or is it his flashes of anger 
on court? The most infamous 
of those ended with a default 
from the 2020 US Open when 
he accidentally hit a ball at a 

line judge.

His rants at umpires and ball 
kids over the years have also 
contrasted with the calmer 
demeanours of his nearest 
rivals Federer and Nadal, and 
the word "arrogant" is never 
far from the lips of his critics.

It may be a mixture of all of it, 
but it is also worth consider-
ing what has happened off the 
court too.

'Good intentions' or 'selfish'?
Djokovic drew much criti-
cism early in the pandemic 
when he was among several 
players who tested positive 
for Covid-19 at his Adria 
Tour event, where players did 
not have to social distance 
and were seen hugging at the 
net. - BBC
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This week in Yaounde’s War-
da Square, hawkers of flags, 
shirts and vuvuzela horns 
say they have had a slow 
start in trade. 

Workers are applying final 
touches to the fan zones 
in Yaounde ahead of the 
long-awaited launch this 
weekend of Africa’s biggest 
sporting event.

Beset by months of problems 
and uncertainty, the month-
long Africa Cup of Nations 
(AFCON) gets under way 
on Sunday when host nation 
Cameroon play Burkina Faso.
Preparations to get the giant 
screens, shops, restaurants 
and fan space ready for thou-
sands of supporters in the 
nation’s capital are definitely 
in last-minute mode.

“We Cameroonians love to 
leave everything to the last 
gasp,” laughs Simon Atanga-
na, a former national player 
who is part of an organisation 
setting up the fan zones.
“Everything will of course be 
ready. AFCON is going to be 
a huge party, and the pictures 
will be spread around the 
world.”

The global pandemic forced 
the postponement of AFCON 
from last year, and fears of 
another delay were eased only 
last month.

The Confederation of Afri-
can Football (CAF) has set 
down tough rules in a bid to 
prevent AFCON becoming a 
super-spreader event.

Those wanting to enter the 
stadium must be completely 
vaccinated – in a country 
where just six percent of the 
adult population has been 
jabbed – and show a negative 
PCR test for the virus that is 
less than 72 hours old.
Venues have been limited to 

Long-awaited Africa Cup of Nations Kicks 
Off Under Strict Covid-19 Rules

60 percent of capacity, al-
though this is being raised to 
80 percent when Cameroon’s 
“Indomitable Lions” take the 
field.
The rampant spread of the 
Omicron variant is casting a 
pall over team lineups.
Gabon’s Arsenal star 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 
is the latest player to test pos-
itive and may miss his coun-
try’s Group C open match 
against Comoros on January 
10. “We asked CAF whether 
we can replace some of our 
players who got infected with 
Covid-19 but the answer is 
no,” said The Gambia’s coach, 
Tom Saintfiet.
“If this still remains to be 
the case, it could be a ca-
tastrophe... but according to 
the current rules, we are not 

allowed to replace anybody 
in the final list of 28-men 
squad.”

Waiting for the party

In Yaounde’s Warda Square, 
hawkers of flags, shirts and 
vuvuzela horns say they have 
had a slow start in trade.
“Business hasn’t taken off yet 
as much as I would like, but 
I’m optimistic,” said Arnaud 
Medja, 29, dressed from head 
to toe in Cameroon’s national 
colours of green, yellow and 
red.
“It’s just taking more time 
than scheduled. It’s just the 
Covid rules which have come 
along and put a dampener on 
things.”
The cup and the tournament’s 
lion mascot Mola have been 

going around the streets of 
Yaounde, backed by dancers 
and musicians and escorted 
by motorbike riders bedecked 
with the flags of all the com-
peting nations.

“AFCON is going to be fun 
– a party,” said Laurentine, a 
33-year-old cosmetics sales-
woman. “It’s going to be great 
to see the town move and 
watch everyone get out again.”

Desperate for tickets

On Wednesday, dozens of 
people lined up outside ticket 
outlets after AFCON said 
seats were being put on sale, 
although they waited in vain.
“I spent all day yesterday 
queuing. I went to the city 
hall, to the Ahidjo stadium, 

and now it’s the Palais des 
Sports,” said Karine Sunshine, 
23. “But there’s still nothing 
on sale. I am desperate to see 
the opening match.

“We’ve been waiting 50 years 
for this moment – that was 
the last time AFCON was 
staged in Cameroon. So I got 
my vaccinations, and now I 
am waiting a bit longer, be-
cause the Cameroonians are 
going to win the cup. 

Just look at the atmosphere 
there’s going to be this week-
end.”

But not everyone seemed to 
be aware of the tournament’s 
anti-Covid restrictions – or 
even to be particularly wor-
ried about the virus. - AFP
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