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Fastforward Com-
munity Development 
Centre plans to open a 
branch in Zimbabwe. 

By Livhuwani Munarini

Limpopo’s most popular and 
fastest  growing  community 
development and empow-
erment  programmes centre 
sent a delegation to Zimba-
bwe  on 24 October 2022. 

The team was led by Akson 
Potera who is the executive 
director of the centre who 
has since returned to SA for 
other community develop-
ment pressing issues  

A delegstion of 5 members 
travelled to Zimbabwe by 
road so that they would be 
able to assess the situation 
in the country and have a 
glimpse of how best can 
FCDC help. 
The team used a rural  gravel 
road along Limpopo river 
and rested at Manama Mis-
sion in rural Gwanda.  They 

Its education and training 
department has a sizeable 
market ninche in Zimbabwe 
of which it will be easier 
for Zimbabweans to access 
training. 

Currently FCDC has regis-
tered  more than 600 train-
ees to study in 2023.  ZRGT 
organisation management is 
currently trained by FCDC 
and that shows that the cen-
tre has already been provid-
ing help in Zimbabwe. 

The centre should be fully 
operational by June 2023, 
should  there be no stum-
bling blocks to emerge. 

*”We are prepared to spread 
our wings to other African 
neighbors, particularly   
Zimbabwe*”

Said Mr A Potera who did 
not want to shade more light 
on the Zim project plan. 

The centre is  expected to 
create many IGPs and  jobs 

when fully operational. 

After carefully analysing the 
feedback and recommenda-
tions submitted by the del-
egation, the location of the 
office in Zimbabwe will be 
announced. *We are expect-
ing  to partner with other 
stakeholders in fighting pov-
erty and fostering develop-
ment where ineeded most.* 
Emphasized Mr Potera. 

In SA,  FCDC is in partner-
ship with other youth em-
ployment initiatives and the 
SA government. 

FCDC Employability Train-
ing programmes are avail-
able via Online or contact 
learning making it easy for 
everyone to access education 
which is a himan right as 
UN SDG 4  and Article 26 
or the UN Human Rights 
Declaration 

For partnership requests, 
email fcdcsa@outlook.com 
For training info: email 

Good News: Fast Forward Community 
Development To Open Branch In Zimbabwe

.... And For Your Own Information, I Wear Many Hats

proceeded with their jour-
ney to Bulawayo, Gweru, 
Harare and Mutare respec-
tively. 

The delegation was happy 
to identity that there is a lot 
that the NPO/NGO sector 
should do in terms of devel-
opment. The team recorded 

all important data which 
will be vital for decision 
making and  community de-
velopment service delivery. 

FCDC Southern Africa is 
an eight department organ-
isation (see photo attached) 
which means it covers nearly 
all important areas of life in 

By Akson Potera

Last week I swrote a column 
in The Sunday Express, and 
my phone hasn’t stopped 
ringing since.

This is after I mentioned the 
growing call for all parties 
to come together and form 
a grand coalition or one big 
competitive party that ushers 
new politics in Zimbabwe 
ie politics for Unity, Peace, 
Economic and Social devel-
opment.

The reason why I got the 

responses - some of them 
very crude - was that I said 
that: We can’t be all presidents 
and let’s accept to being led by 
others the same as we wish to 
lead. Let me not be misunder-
stood. I’m not saying that the 
level of the position one holds 
or occupies in the govern-
ment, organisation or party 
that counts - but one’s resil-
ience, determination, dedica-
tion and most of all capability 
to deliver.

I think there are so many ca-
pable individuals in growing 
parties who need the oppor-

tunity to prove themselves 
and it is their constitutional 
right to work for their splen-
did Zimbabwe. All I’m saying 
is that I’m calling upon all 
caring and loving Zimbabwe 
political leaders to consider 
the urgent formation of a 
grand coalition.

No substantive reason can be 
given why can’t we unite ex-
cept futile power with noth-
ing for the people.

The division of leaders leads 
to the division of followers 
or voters and the end loser is 

the voter or general populace. 
Let’s shock the world by doing 
the unbelievable. 
If we succeed in this plan we 
may help millions of unde-
cided voters who are looking 
forward to a new blend of 
politics that has never been 
experienced in Zimbabwe 
since Smith’s time to date.

I worked as a President of 
ADP since August 2019 and 
have achieved or done what 
many have never (or not) 
done in their years of a politi-
cal career.
As a person dedicated to na-

tional development, my work 
is provable and augmented by 
media publicities including 
Studio 7, Sly Media, SABC, 
and Sunday Express and oth-
er mainstream media.

I m not happy to see people 
suffer while politicians live 
lavish lifestyles. Why are we 
so heartless to the level of 
looking at people living like 
animals and not feeling sorry 
for them?

Catch you next week - right 
here on the DSE News Net-
work. See News Differently
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Lifting measures against 
Zimbabwe would 
encourage the return of 
many economic refugees 
and migrant workers, 
Ramaphosa says

By Business Day 

SOUTH AFRICA: President 
Cyril Ramaphosa has called 
for the lifting of sanctions on 
Zimbabwe, saying they “exert 
enormous pressure on us”.

“SA has always been very 
open to the inflow of people 
from various parts of the con-
tinent, but with the economic 
challenges that our people are 
now facing through unem-
ployment and inequality, 
the pressure becomes even 
greater,” Ramaphosa said 
after a meeting with Span-
ish President Pedro Sánchez 
Pérez-Castejón at the Union 
Buildings in Pretoria.

Ramaphosa’s comments come 
two months after a video 
of Limpopo’s health MEC 
Phophi Ramathuba berating 
a Zimbabwean patient at the 
Bela Bela Regional Hospital 
went viral on social media, 
sparking an outcry.

In the encounter, Ramathuba 
said the woman should have 
been treated in her home 
country because foreigners 
were placing a burden on SA’s 
healthcare system.

Ramaphosa said the sanctions 
that have been applied by 
various countries, especially 
on the African continent and 
Zimbabwe in particular, are 
having a negative affect on SA 
and Sadc.

“They are also having a 
negative affect on us because 
as the sanctions weaken 
the Zimbabwean economy, 
Zimbabweans … migrate to 
our country and others in 

the sub-region, to Botswana, 
Namibia, and they exert enor-
mous pressure on us.”

SA was concerned about 
those countries that sanc-
tion others for selfish gains, 
Ramaphosa said, adding they 
“continue to weaken countries 

that are contributing migrants 
to other countries”.
Those countries “don’t seem 
to care about the effect [of 
sanctions] because they are 
targeting certain other indi-
viduals or countries and the 
effect is much broader than 
that”.

“We should be able to bol-
ster the economies of those 
countries so that the people 
can have less of an incentive 
to leave their countries … 
because their country’s econ-
omy will be glowing,” Rama-
phosa said

President Ramaphosa 
Bemoans Calamity Of 

Sanctions On Zimbabwe
If sanctions were lifted, the 
Zimbabwean economy “can 
get back on its feet and be 
what it used to be. In that 
way, the Zimbabweans that 
left will find great incentives 
to go back and to lead normal 
lives in their own country,” he 
added.
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98% of these incidences are 
avoidable as long as every-
one plays their part in mak-
ing school kids in transit 
safe
 
By Trust Sibanda

The Nyanga bus accident 
carrying the future of Zimba-
bwe in the innocent souls of 
Tynwald school kids caused 
severe pain and suffering not 
only to the immediate fami-
lies of the six kids but to every 
parent who believes that kids 
have the right to life.
As a parent myself I would 
say the accident claimed my 
kids.

One death is far too many. 
That was a great disaster. May 
their souls, rest in eternal 
peace. They have lived their 
lives like candles in the wind. 
Gone but too soon, leaving 
us with a scar that will never 
heal.

It never rained but poured 
for Zimbabwe in the past 
two weeks. On the other part 
of the country ten veldt fire 
victims were laid to rest in 
Matebelend south and a few 
days later the country had to 
gather again for the burial of 
the school kids who got wast-
ed buy the bus accident.

In every incident, we may 
want to find fault on individ-
uals but often that will never 
be an answer as we at times 
reach wrong conclusions and 
do the wrong diagnosis.

It would be easy for someone 
to blame the school for the 

Nyanga Bus Accident Proves 
How Scholar Transport Is 
A Death Trap In Zimbabwe

accident, blame the driver 
for human error or blame it 
on the nature of our roads.  
Though some blames are 
justified we often get glued to 
blames that do not offer any 
solutions.

From where I stand it would 
be easy for me to blame the 
government for the poor state 
of the road where the kids 
perished but I have never 
visited that site for an assess-
ment so I will be ill-advised 
to pass such comments.

They say the driver was over 
speeding and that I can nei-
ther deny nor agree to be-
cause on all speed issues there 
must be an instrument used 
to measure that and results 
compared with the speed 
limit of that particular point 
where the accident happened.

People can come up with so 
many reasons just to find 
someone to put blame on but 
that approach will rarely assist 
us to avoid such incidences 
in future. Given a chance to 
weigh in and advise the gov-

ernment on how to deal with 
such incidents that involve 
kids going on school trips I 
will have a lot to say. First, the 
Minister of Education must 
come up with a Statutory In-
strument (SI) that addresses 
trip issues.

The current Circular which is 
in schools to that effect does 
not address the real problems. 
It just acts as a guideline but 
if it comes down as an SI that 
is gazetted it will give law 
enforces the power to enforce 
rules and bring to book those 
who break the law.

The SI must lay out the 
procedures for applying for a 
trip by a school to the nearest 
District Offices and stipulate 
the application timelines.

These District Offices must 
then notify the police who 
must then grant a travel per-
mit which states conditions 
that must be complied to. 
The conditions shall show the 
time of travel and the name 
of the drivers. This, therefore, 
means such transport needs 

two drivers.

When it comes to time travel-
ling must be done during the 
day and average speed prose-
cution may be applied.

The transport used for the 
trip must go for a fitness test 
7 days before the trip and that 
test certificate offered must be 
valid for a period not exceed-
ing 14 days.

A mandatory hourly trip 
log has to be kept at school 
throughout the time of travel 
to and from the place of 
interest.

One of the teachers must 
be appointed as the Head of 
the Trip who will be part of 
the trip. His duties will be 
to make an hourly update to 
the school authorities on a 
number of things that include 
average speed and any other 
conditions that need author-
ities to make decisions re-
motely. Every trip must have 
at least two parents chosen 
by the school governing body 

so that they can have a say 
in controlling how the bus 
travels.

These regulations and many 
others may appear stringent 
but they will help us save the 
lives of innocent kids who are 
being butchered in our roads 
due to road-unworthy vehi-
cles as well as a human error 
on the part of drivers moving 
these kids.

Most accidents are avoidable 
especially when those in pow-
er take a proactive approach. 
88% of accidents point to 
unsafe acts while only 10% 
are a result of unsafe condi-
tions while two 2% is just a 
doubt that benefits acts of 
providence.

Read the full opinion and 
analysis on www.zimbabwed-
igitalexpress.com

Trust Sibanda is a business-
man. He writes in his personal 
capacity. The views expressed 
are his own and do not rep-
resent the Editorial Policy of 
Digital Sunday Express.
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By Bongani Siziba

The Key facts First 
 
 
South Africa hosts the largest 
number of immigrants on the 
African continent. Accord-
ing to official estimates, the 
country is home to about 2.9 
million immigrants, which 
would account for slightly less 
than 5 percent of the over-
all population of 60 million 
people. 
 
However, this number is 
thought to be an underesti-
mate because of the presence 
of large numbers of unauthor-
ised migrants, particularly 
from neighbouring countries. 
 
Zimbabwe has the largest 
number of migrants, account-
ing for 24 percent of all immi-
grants in South Africa. 
 
Zimbabweans and Nigerians 
are the most targeted foreign 
nationals as compared to oth-
er countries during xenopho-
bic attacks in South Africa. 
 
Between 2016 and 2021, net 
immigration was highest 
among the African (894,400) 
and Asian (49,900) popula-
tions. 
 
The major source countries 
for refugees and asylum 
seekers in 2020 were Ethiopia 
(the origin for 25 percent), 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo (23 percent), Somalia 
(11 percent), Bangladesh (10 
percent), and Zimbabwe (6 
percent). 
 
According to 2017 statistics 
approximately 4% of people 
of working age (15 years to 
64 years) across the whole 
of South Africa were born 
outside SA. 

A brief background 
 
South Africa is home to 
millions of migrants, both 
economic and humanitar-
ian, making it the largest 
host of migrants in Africa. 
While this an applaudable 
move, however the country 
is struggling to resolve im-
migration challenges that 
have mushroomed to cause 
tensions between locals and 
foreign nationals.  
 
Despite the economic chal-
lenges, exacerbated by the 
Covid-19 pandemic that has 
left thousands of South Af-
ricans unemployed, to many 
locals, their frustrations boil 
down to the influx of immi-
grants. Immigrants are vul-
nerable to all forms of human 
rights abuses. 
 
Societal and institutionalised 
xenophobia, hate speech, 
exploitation at the workplace 
and police brutality are some 
of the challenges people from 
other countries endure. 
Most of the challenges stem 
from ‘unbalanced’ or ‘false’ 
narratives about them by 
mainstream media and 
sometimes fuelled by political 
rhetoric. 
 
With the rise of vigilante 

groups in recent years, the 
notion of belonging, identity, 
where to work, where to do 
business for foreigners has 
been complex. 
 
The animosity between South 
Africans and foreigners over 
allegations of foreigners tak-
ing locals jobs, has seen a rise 
in xenophobic undertones 
and actual violence such as 
we witness now and then, 
with the more complex one in 
2018. 
 
Primary data analysis from 
the 2021 round of South Af-
rican Social Attitudes Survey, 
conducted by the Human 
Sciences Research Council, 
most South Africans regard 
foreign nationals as a threat. 
 
Many people believe they are 
a major source of unemploy-
ment and other social issues 
 
The upsurge of violence is 
inevitable outcome of the 
issue of legitimacy and locals 
claiming foreigners are taking 
what belongs to them, specifi-
cally it has raised uncomfort-
able questions about the no-
tion of identity within South 
Africa and the way lines have 
been drawn between those 
who are from outside. 
 

With the ongoing migration 
issues across the country, 
definitely we cannot turn a 
blind eye in addressing them, 
but there is a need to change 
the negative narratives by 
informing the public to allow 
people from other countries 
to be integrated into South 
African society. 
 
Related laws and policies 

The Constitution of the 
Republic of South Africa, 
1996, protects the rights of 
all people in South Africa, 
including non-nationals. The 
Immigration Act of 2002 
kept an emphasis on boosting 
skilled labour migration while 
maintaining a position of pro-
hibiting illegal migration. 
 
The immigration regulation 
was subsequently updated in 
2007, 2011, and the immigra-
tion regulation of 2014 and 
2022 that take into account 
the changing nature of immi-
gration in South Africa.   
 
The Refugees Act of 1998 al-
lows asylum seekers to move 
freely, work, and study in the 
country during the lengthy 
adjudication process. 

 
Gaps and challenges 
 
The government of South 
Africa is facing challenges in 
enhancing and harmonising 
immigration management 
policies. There is inadequate 
migration management poli-
cies and border management 
processes. 
 
The Immigration Act still 
possesses elements of the 
apartheid era as it focuses on 
granting access to specific 
categories of immigrants and 
closing it off to others. The 
Act ignores most low-skilled 
workers from elsewhere in 
the SADC region, who have 
a very slim chance of getting 
documentation.   
 
There is a need for the me-
dia to report the economic 
contributions by foreigners to 
change the narrative. 
 
The Media should look at 
immigration and anti-foreign 
sentiments from all angles, re-
porting on complex issues of 
immigration, looking beyond 
sensationalising headlines 
and asking hard questions. 
 
The role of media 
 
The issue of media rep-
resentation of immigrants 
is pertinent today, given 
the current anti-immigrant 
sentiment in South Africa. 
Negative attitudes towards 
foreigners are common in the 
media and the media tends 
to describe immigrants as 
illegal, undocumented or a 
dangerous threat to the locals. 
 
In recent years, the media has 
been framing the agenda on 
foreign nationals and linking 
them with criminal behav-
iour. Their focus has been 
particularly on Zimbabwe 
national whom they claim 
dominate in criminal behav-
iour.. 

Read the full article on www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

Siziba is a Photo-Journalist 
based in Johannesburg. This 
reporting was supported by 
Internews

The Challenge To 
Report The Positive 

Story of The Foreigner



Political players have a role 
to play – and Zimbabwe is a 
nation that should be con-
trolled by its citizens
 
By Terrence Mwedzi

Oscar Romero once said: 
“Peace is not the product of 
terror or fear. Peace is not the 
silence of cemeteries.

Peace is not the silent result 
of violent repression. Peace is 
the generous, tranquil con-
tribution of all to the good of 
all. Peace is dynamism. Peace 
is generosity. It is right and it 
is duty.

As Zimbabwe gears up for 
the 2023 watershed general 
elections we must first bear 
in mind that we are ALL 
Zimbabweans regardless of 
our political groupings- and 
we must also take this crucial 
moment to foster peace in 
all political corridors. Peace 
matters! Peace is vital.

In the just-ended mini-elec-
tions held in Insiza and 
Matobo- we have witnessed 
a strange wave of political 
violence by the both ruling 
Zanu Pf and CCC supporters. 
This is barbaric. Why should 
we fight each other because 
of politics? Why is it difficult 
for us to maintain peace? 
This outdated behavior has to 
stop forthwith. We need our 
nation to achieve a thriving 
democracy. Our nation needs 
healing!

The forthcoming general elec-
tions are very paramount and 
every Zimbabwean should be 
allowed to vote and choose 
leaders of their choice with-
out fear and intimidation.

Politics should not divide us, 
and all political parties must 
show maturity and publicly 
denounce politically-related 
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Peace Is Not A Product Of 
Fear Or Terror - Zimbabwe

violence being witnessed in 
all corners of the country.
And the perpetrators must 
face the music regardless of 
their political inclination or 
groupings. So we must also 
be wary when we conduct 
our political activities in the 
country.

Without mincing words, the 
prevailing toxic environment 
in the country is not healthy 
and suitable for free and fair 
elections for now. A lot of 
work still needs to be done to 
educate people – the young 
and the old about the impor-
tance of peace, and democ-
racy.

Political players have a role 
to play – and Zimbabwe is a 
nation that should be con-
trolled by its citizens- and 
electoral reforms need to be 
implemented. We also need a 
chance to make a difference 
to change the country for the 
better because now the elec-
toral path is still uneven.

No one should die because of 
politics! No one should die 
because of politicians!

The clock is ticking- and we 
still have the chance to let real 
democracy bloom. In this 
vein, the population’s human 
rights should be denied again 
as we witnessed in the pre-
vious general elections. We 
need to build better commu-
nities- because the greatness 

of a community is measured 
by the compassionate actions 
of its members.

In contrast, l think for real 
democracy to thrive a nation 
needs just not elections but 
also the separation of powers, 
the rule of the law, respect 
of the constitution, and the 
primary enjoyment of fun-
damental freedoms. Let us 
all build healthy democratic 
societies. It is sickening to 
think that violence will take 
us to our promised land.

Frankly speaking, we can nev-
er build a better Zimbabwe if 
our political environment is 
not conducive and friendly.

I would like to urge law en-
forcement agencies to thwart 
any incidents of violence 
ahead of next year’s elections. 
All violent thugs must be held 
accountable. 
Then the other issue is online 
violence. It is now difficult 
to debate political issues on 
social media. Insults are our 
daily bread. Are insults part 
of democracy? Is the govern-
ment doing enough to moni-
tor social media trolls?

We have to swiftly deal with 
the problem of online aggres-
sion. To be precise, all forms 
of violence must be dealt with 
as a matter of urgency.

Furthermore, we must also 
speak against political vi-

olence without blaming or 
pointing figures at each other 
we will go far as Zimbabwe-
ans and we must learn to 
accept opposing views.

More importantly, it is not 
untrue that a better Zimba-
bwe or nation can be built 
when people are united, not 
divided. Violence can never 
be a means to solve disputes. 
Violence never brings perma-
nent peace.

Martin Luther King Jr. Once 
said; “nonviolence means 
avoiding not only external 
physical violence but internal 
violence of spirit. You only 
refuse to shoot a man, but 
you refuse to hate him.”

This clearly means that peace 
breeds love and love breeds 
unity and unity breeds pro-
gress. We should not ignore 
the power of peace. It is time 
to practice electoral tolerance.

So Zimbabweans, the choice 
is ours! Let’s be peaceful! Let 
us correct our wrongs! Let’s 
promote peace.

Terrence Mwedzi is an in-
ternational award-winning 
Zimbabwean poet and cur-
rently residing in the Eastern 
Cape, South Africa. He writes 
to Digital Sunday Express in 
his own capacity and can be 
contacted at: +27611370088 
Email: moontafadzwa@gmail. 
com
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Harare, Zimbabwe – Zimba-
bwe this joins a synchronized 
multicountry polio vaccina-
tion campaign aimed at pro-
tecting children against polio. 
More than 2.5 million chil-
dren under five years of age 
are targeted across the coun-
try in the first vaccination 
round. This campaign is part 
of a comprehensive response 
to Polio outbreaks reported 
in Malawi and Mozambique 
recently.  

The administration of multi-
ple rounds of supplementary 
doses of oral polio vaccine 
(OPV) to all at risk children 
is a cost-effective public 
health measure to boost 
protection levels among our 
children and avert importa-
tion of the poliovirus from 
affected countries noted Dr 
John Mangwiro, the deputy 
Ministry of Health and Child 
Care (MoHCC), during the 
National Polio Vaccination 
Campaign Launch.

“In the spirit of leaving no 
one behind, the ministry and 
its partners have made signifi-
cant investments in deploying 
teams to conduct house-to-
house and door-to-door polio 
mobilisation and vaccination 
of all children under five years 
in all areas of the country for 
the four campaign days. This 
is in addition to all the health 
facilities in the country which 
will also be administering 
the polio vaccine through-
out this period. Further the 
ministry has planned for 
special mobile teams to cover 
all hard-to-reach areas in the 
country and reach out to all 
targeted children,” added Dr 

Mangwiro. The government 
of Zimbabwe through the 
MoHCC has already distrib-
uted over six million vaccine 
doses across all 63 districts of 
the country, with the support 
of the Global Polio Eradica-
tion Initiative (GPEI).

The first round of vaccination 
will take place over the next 
4  days (October 27 -30) with 
a second round planned for 
December.
Malawi, Mozambique, Tan-
zania and Zambia are also 
currently carrying out coordi-

nated vaccination campaigns, 
with more than 40 million 
doses administered during 
the first three rounds of the 
exercise, following the detec-
tion of the first case of wild 
poliovirus in Malawi in 30 
years.
With the goal of eradicating 
polio from Southern Africa, 
Zimbabwe’s health authorities 
are taking the lead in social 
mobilization and community 
engagement to ensure that no 
child is left behind when the 
rollout begins. Radio and TV 
public announcements are 

ongoing, and the mobilization 
has been intensified in all 
provinces and districts.

Coordination meetings are 
being held in all provinces 
and pre-rollout activities have 
been completed, including 
the training of vaccinators 
who will go door-to-door 
explaining the benefits of the 
vaccine and immunizing all 
eligible children.

The World Health Organi-
zation and other GPEI part-
ners, together with national 

authorities, are committed 
across the region to end polio 
once and for all, as highlight-
ed the WHO Country Repre-
sentative Dr Alex Gassasira: 
¨It is critical that every moth-
er and caregiver, including 
those in hard-to-reach and 
most vulnerable communi-
ties, are supported so that all 
children aged below 5 years 
of age, are vaccinated during 
this campaign

“While the country remains 
polio free, we are aware of the 
risk we face, due to the recent 
polio outbreak in neigh-
boring countries of Malawi 
and Mozambique. UNICEF 
therefore commends the 
leadership of the Government 
of Zimbabwe and the support 
of partners in taking proac-
tive action through the Polio 
Supplementary Immuniza-
tion Activity being launched 
today, to reinforce the immu-
nity of all children less than 
5 years across the country”, 
noted UNICEF Zimbabwe 
Country Represenative Dr. 
Tajudeen Oyewale during the 
national launch of the polio 
vaccination campaign.

Other critical interventions 
to keep Zimbabwe free of 
Polio besides the campaign 
are strengthening surveillance 
and routine immunization. - 
www.Afro-who.Int
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Pomp, Ceremony And 
Fanfare As Melmer Health 

Holds 6th Graduation

Melmer Health Looking At 
Going International
 
 By Aubrey Mavhuli

This was a first graduation 
ceremony for its inaugural 
Health Promotions Officer 
course – but 6th for the col-
lege.

On the 17th of September 
2022 Melmer Health held its 
6th overall graduation but a 
first graduation for their very 
first class of Health Promo-
tions Officer qualification.

“The health Promotions qual-
ification is a year-long NQF 
level 3 QCTO – HWSETA 
course, “said Melen Lingham 
one of the college’s directors.

All in all, 17 students grad-
uated on the day with one 
student graduating in absen-
tia as the student had already 
secured employment overseas 
before graduation day.

“Our training is very practical 
and therefore highly benefi-
cial to the actual workplace 
that’s why our students are 
always quickly snatched by 
employers both locally and 
overseas, said Mrs Merita 
Mutongoza a co-director at 
Melmer Health college.

 The two directors Mrs Melen 
Mpofu Lingham and Mrs 
Mutongoza graduated as well 
with the class of 2021.

It wasn’t easy I can tell you 

running the college as a direc-
tor, facilitating and being a 
student of Health Promotions 
at the same time. But I am 
glad we made it said Melen 
Lingham.

The graduation ceremony 
was attended by Nothando 
Mtambo representative of 
the HWSETA, Melanie Nunn 
director of Sasonah Lodge, 
lecturers graduates and their 
families.

The ceremony was held at The 
Lion’s Rest Lodge Lambton 
Germiston. 
Tendai Chongore was the 
best student in the HPO 
class of 2021, and she gave a 
heart-warming speech and 
was also awarded a job at 
Melmer Health college.

“We really have come far 
and are grateful to God”, said 
Melen Lingham with tears 
in her eyes, “From being just 

a school offering lessons on 
the balcony to a college and 
placement agency, placing 
our graduates to employers all 
over the world”.

On being asked what does 
the future hold for Melmer 
Health, Mrs Merita Mutongo-
za said they would like to see 
themselves having branches 
of their college all over the 
world.



Fiction WritingTheSundayExpress

Order your copy of Success Is Do It Yoursel Through: The Sunday Express: And Stand A Chance to Win A Book-Writing Course To 
Publish Your Book In 100 Days . Details www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com / Text 083 476 7918

Subscribe to the most progressive African Online newspaper 
Text The Sunday Express Hotline  (+27)  83 476 7918

TheSunday
Express

October 2022                                                           Subscriber Edition www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com     9

Fiction Writing With 
Nhamo Muchagumisa

Pride is a sweet fruit, but 
not when it goes down your 
throat. It has to remain in 
your mouth for it to keep its 
fresh taste
 

By Nhamo Muchagumisa

 Hammond had fired him 
from his job, but his father 
had not struck his name off 
the list of his beneficiaries, as 
had emerged from the read-
ing of his father’s will.

Even though Hammond had 
scooped more than 70% of his 
father’s estate, he could not 
fathom how his father could 
leave US30 000 in the hands 
of a stranger, for a stranger’s 
undeserved prosperity.

Yes, the bond Guvi had had 
with Hammond ‘s father had 
proven to be the most ro-
bust the human mind could 
imagine, but Hammond 
needed spiritual revelation to 
demystify the force behind 
the attachment his father had 
had with the man his only 
son had disgraced, only to see 
him receive honours from the 
man who regarded with the 
hottest abhorrence, whatever 
his son detested.

Guvi had fallen out of favour 
with Hammond when he 
started to intermittently re-
port for duty, giving the most 
flimsy excuses that could be 
expected from an adult.

To make matters worse, Guvi 
had turned into a skiver while 
his employer was recovering 
from a major operation that 
involved a kidney transplant.

His father had finally recov-
ered after five weeks of home-
based care, hospitalisation 

Deserved Prosperity 
Of The Fresher Half

and visits, and all-night care 
sessions from surgeons.

Ironically,  two weeks before 
his father resumed his po-
sition as the indestructible 
owner of Maruziva Transport 
and Logistics, Guvi started 
reporting more regularly for 
duty, but the damage he had 
caused was irreparable.

Hammond had already made 
up his mind to throw him 
overboard. He could not 
stand his callous behaviour, 
especially when his employer 
was in a critical condition.

Immediately after his father 
had resumed his superordi-
nate position in the organ-
isation, Hammond laid an 
adverse report about Guvi on 
his desk, whose two conclud-
ing lines recommended Guvi’s 

dismissal from office.

“But he is the best personnel 
manager I have had for the 
past fifteen years,” Mr Maru-
ziva protested innocently.

“He was…” Hammond cut in 
but his father cut him short.

“If you act in a rash, you 
will create fresh problems 
for yourself that you will try 
to correct in a rash, and the 
result will be an accumulation 
of insurmountable challeng-
es,” the businessman said, sit-
ting like the revered Olympus 
of Greek religion and philos-
ophy on his throne, staring at 
his son across the desk with 
undisguised concern printed 
on the wrinkles of his face.
“The old man and his phi-
losophy again!” Hammond 
teased his parent. “I leave 

these papers on your table, 
but with a son’s absolute 
humility, I expect no more 
philosophy lectures.”

Two days after this exchange, 
Guvi was chopped from his 
post and Maruziva’s twen-
ty-six-year-old heir had to 
double as Personnel Manager 
and Accountant.

The business continued to 
flourish until three years 
down the line Maruziva 
passed on. 

Even though the deceased ty-
coon seemed to have become 
a figurehead, with his son 
doing most of his duties, the 
fortunes of his business began 
to decline after his death.
 
Some drivers left their jobs 
at short notice,  only to get 

employed by transport com-
panies that had always played 
the underdog to Maruziva 
Transport and Logistics.

The company’s balance sheet 
fell in the red and the val-
ue of the company’s shares 
plummeted. Maruziva Junior 
began to sorely miss the late 
philosopher. There was a kind 
of magic in his philosophy 
that held things together. 
Hammond had no choice, but 
to approach his late father’s 
lawyer.

“Your case is simple. If I was a 
magician, I would bring back 
your father, but it is obscene 
for me to wish I was,” said the 
lawyer, “but I can give you the 
most pragmatic advice that 
only your father would give 
you if he could speak from 
the grave.”

“Go ahead, I am desperate,” 
Hammond Maruziva re-
sponded eagerly. Reinstate 
Mr. Guvi and stop doubling 
as Accountant and Personnel 
Manager.”

Pride is a sweet fruit, but 
not when it goes down your 
throat. It has to remain in 
your mouth for it to keep its 
fresh taste. Hammond knew 
that he had to part ways 
with his pride. Even when he 
walked out of the lawyer’s of-
fice to face the busy streets, he 
felt his pride cold in his belly.

Read the full story at www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

Nhamo Muchagumisa is an 
English Language and Liter-
ature teacher, and he writes 
from Odzi. He writes in his 
own capacity and can be 
contacted on +263771271478 
Email him at: muchagumis-
an@gmail.com
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By BBCnews.com

Bangladesh survived an 
remarkable finale to beat 
Zimbabwe by three runs in 
an exciting Men’s T20 World 
Cup game in Brisbane.

Needing five from the final 
ball to successfully chase 151, 
number 10 Blessing Muzara-
bani was stumped.

But replays showed Tigers 
wicketkeeper Nurul Hasan 
had taken the ball in front 
of the wicket, meaning the 
delivery was a no-ball and 
the players – many of whom 
had shaken hands and left the 
field – were called back.

Only four runs were now 
needed, and the final ball 
a free hit, but Muzarabani 
failed to connect with spinner 
Mosaddek Hossain’s delivery, 
meaning Bangladesh were 
able to celebrate for a second 
time.

The win gives Bangladesh, 
who had reduced Zimbabwe 
to 35-4 before Sean Williams’ 
brilliant 64, a chance of reach-
ing the semi-finals.

They climbed to second in 
the table but will have to beat 
India or Pakistan, possibly 
both, to qualify.

Zimbabwe, who shocked 
Pakistan in their last game, 
would have put themselves 
right in the mix for a quali-
fication spot with a win but 
will now likely have to beat 
Netherlands and India.

Later in Perth, Netherlands 
were eliminated following 
defeat by Pakistan, who kept 
their slim hopes of progress-
ing alive.

Zimbabwe will rue a slop-
py fielding display – they 
dropped catches and leaked 
runs with misfields – as open-
er Najmul Hossain Shanto 
hit 71 from 55 balls to help 
Bangladesh post 150-7.

After losing four wickets in 
the first six overs, Zimbabwe 
looked out of the match only 
for Williams to reignite their 

hopes and repel an energised 
Bangladesh, led by seamer 
Taskin Ahmed’s 3-19.

Left-hander Williams was 
seemingly taking his side to 
victory until he was brilliantly 
run out by Shakib al Hasan 
in the penultimate over. The 
Tigers captain had one stump 
to hit after swooping to field 
in the covers off his own 
bowling and nailed his throw 
on the turn.

Next man in Brad Evans was 
caught with five balls to go 
but four leg byes, followed by 
a six from Richard Ngarava, 
swung the game again.

Five were needed from 
two balls but Ngarava was 

stumped before the chaos of 
the two ‘final’ balls, a situa-
tion reminiscent of 2022 T20 
Blast final won by Hampshire.

“We all were nervous,” said 
Taskin. “It was the first time I 
saw something like that [no-
ball].

“It was a very good match, it 
wasn’t easy for us.”
The dramatic scenes in the 
middle left cricket fans baf-
fled. Many questioned why 
the ball had to be bowled 
again. Bangladesh managed 
to convert the second ‘last 
ball’ into a dot ball. But, had 
Zimbabwe managed to score 
the winning runs on that 
ball, a bigger drama would’ve 
taken place.
The decision, however, was 

in line with the laws of the 
game.

MCC’s Rule 9.1.1 states the 
following when it comes to 
stumping dismissals: “The 
striker is out Stumped, except 
as in 39.3, if a ball which is 
delivered is not called No 
ball and he/she is out of his/
her ground, other than as 
in 39.3.1 and he/she has not 
attempted a run when his/
her wicket is fairly put down 
by the wicket-keeper without 
the intervention of another 
fielder. Note, however Laws 
25.6.2 and 25.6.5 (Dismissal 
and conduct of a batter and 
his/her runner) and 27.3 (Po-
sition of wicket-keeper).”

Rule 27.3.1 states:”The wick-
et-keeper shall remain wholly 

behind the wicket at the strik-
er’s end from the moment the 
ball comes into play until a 
ball delivered by the bowler 
touches the bat or person of 
the striker or passes the wick-
et at the striker’s end or the 
striker attempts a run.”

Listen to the latest songs, only 
on JioSaavn.com
Rule 27.3.2 states:”In the 
event of the wicket-keeper 
contravening this Law, the 
striker’s end umpire shall call 
and signal No ball as soon as 
applicable after the delivery of 
the ball.”

The victory over Zimbabwe 
took Bangladesh to the sec-
ond spot on the points table 
in Group 2, with two wins in 
three matches.
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By Rte.ie

Chelsea boss Graham 
Potter endured mocking 
taunts of “you’re getting 
sacked in the morning” 
as his unbeaten start 
was smashed by a stun-
ning 4-1 Premier League 
battering at former club 
Brighton.

Rampant Albion raced 
into a commanding 
half-time lead, with own 
goals from Ruben Lof-
tus-Cheek and Trevoh 
Chalobah compounding 
Potter’s misery following 
Leandro Trossard’s early 
opener.

Kai Havertz pulled a goal 
back just after the restart 
but the Blues were unable 
to prevent a first defeat in 
10 games since the sack-
ing of Thomas Tuchel as 
Pascal Gross rubbed salt 
into the wound in add-
ed time. The remarkable 

Graham Potter Suffers First Chelsea 
Defeat In Nightmare Return to Brighton

result at a raucous Amex 
Stadium was the Seagulls’ 
maiden victory under 
new head coach Rober-
to De Zerbi and a first 
over the west London 
club since 1933, with the 
unforgiving home sup-
porters gleefully revelling 
in their ex-manager’s 
suffering.

Potter returned to Sussex 
with six wins and three 
draws from his nine fix-
tures at Stamford Bridge 
and looking to inflict 
further punishment on 
an Albion side who be-
gan the day with just two 
points from a possible 15 
since his departure seven 
weeks ago. He received 
jeers - and a smatter-
ing of applause - when 

he stepped off the team 
coach, while there were 
further boos when he 
emerged from the tunnel.

Leandro Trossard goaled 
after 5 minutes
Brighton fed off their 
fans’ hostile energy and 
quickly took control of 
the contest during a blis-
tering start.
Chelsea captain Thiago 
Silva had already twice 
been forced to head off 
his own goal-line - first to 
deny Trossard and then 
Pervis Estupinan - when 
three sides of the ground 
erupted in the fifth min-
ute.

Japan winger Kaoru 
Mitoma claimed the 
assist on his full Premier 

League debut, delightful-
ly dancing into the box 
and offloading to in-form 
Trossard, who rounded 
goalkeeper Kepa Arriza-
balaga before emphatical-
ly dispatching his seventh 
goal of the season beyond 
former Seagulls defender 
Marc Cucurella.

Potter was soon look-
ing stunned in the away 
dugout as Albion duly 
doubled their advantage 
with just 14 minutes on 
the clock.

Solly March’s inswing-
ing corner from the 
right caused chaos in the 
Blues box and recalled 
midfielder Loftus-Cheek 
could only divert the ball 
into his own net via the 

underside of the crossbar.

The quick-fire goals pro-
duced a deafening noise 
inside the ground, with 
chants of “Potter, what’s 
the score?” 
louder and followed by 
playful questioning of his 
job security.

Despite their dreadful 
start, Chelsea were far 
from dejected and had 
numerous chances to 
halve the deficit as the 
breathless, end-to-end 
action continued.

Christian Pulisic some-
how fired wide with the 
goal gaping after Robert 
Sanchez pushed away 
Conor Gallagher’s initial 
effort.
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