
UZA Statement On SONA
Zimbabwe, 25 November 2022 –

The United Zimbabwe  Alliance (UZA) has reviewed President
Emmerson Mnangagwa’s State of the Nation Address (SONA).

The address by President Mnangagwa should have guided the nation and reflected on the
key issues bedevilling our nation including what the current administration is doing to redress
the people’s challenges.

UZA notes with concern how the current administration is focusing on pushing Bills that
entrench Zanu PF power while stifling and avoiding addressing electoral reform issues which
promote democracy.

It was our fervent hope that the SONA would provide hope for the nation considering that the
government is on record claiming that it is a new dispensation.

All aspects of our national challenges including the economic crisis, shrinking democratic
space, high rate of unemployment, poor health delivery system, corruption, escalating
political violence and poor social safety nets for citizens should have been addressed
mapping the direction and course that government is taking socially, politically and
economically.

Corruption has cost our nation in all sectors of the economy and failure by government to
address the scourge has seen ordinary citizens carrying the burden of a corrupt regime. It is
sad that Zimbabweans are struggling to make ends meet while the ruling elites are milking
parastatals and destroying public entities through corruption.

According to the 2021 Corruption Perception Index reported by Transparency International,
Zimbabwe is the 157 least corrupt nation out of 180 countries. The report confirms why it is
important to redress corruption and promote transparency and accountability.

Political violence targeting opposition stalwarts is also on the rise as we head towards the
2023 harmonised elections and such a development is fertile ground of a disputed poll. In a
democracy, the electoral environment must accommodate all political players. The state must
guarantee citizens' safety promoting peace and tolerance.

The incarceration of opposition supporters and their leaders reflects government insincerity in
upholding the rule of law. The state's heavy handedness on civil society leaders, perceived
political opponents and citizens in general reflects a shrinking democratic space in our
beautiful nation.
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An independent and active civil society deepens democracy
while at the same time pushing sustainable development
for Zimbabwe.

Failure to provide solutions to the current national challenges is reflective of failure by
President Mnangagwa’s government to unite the nation towards the developmental agenda.
Zimbabwe will remain a polarised nation if this does not change.

Our party, the United Zimbabwe Alliance, envisages a Zimbabwe where the ruling party
embraces unity, peace and diversity ahead of political office. We will prioritise bills that
promote the rule of law and democracy, understanding that as leaders, we have a duty and
moral obligations to better the majority of the citizens’ lives.

UZA will prioritise the welfare of Zimbabwean citizens and craft solutions that address
poverty, hunger and the high unemployment rate. Education, health and the social welfare of
the vulnerable members of society are key areas that a truly caring leadership will prioritise.

We are the true alternative and we will ensure that citizen’s basic fundamental human rights
as guaranteed in the Constitution are upheld. Our party has in place robust economic policies
that solve the current economic deficiencies in our nation. It is important that challenges in
the health, education, civil service and many other sectors are acknowledged in order to
come up with people driven solutions. UZA is a party which has the nation at heart and it has
at its helm untainted leaders whose vision is to see a better Zimbabwe for all.

Additional information may be found on the UZA website: www.unitedzimbabwe.org

http://www.unitedzimbabwe.org

