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$3.5bn White Farmers Compensation: Govt fails 
to make payments, seeks to change deal terms

OR R17

By Bloomberg News

HARARE: Zimbabwe is 
proposing changing the terms 
of a $3.5bn compensation 
deal signed with white for-
mer farmers two years ago, 
after twice missing agreed-to 
payments.

The revised plan was part 
of finance minister Mthuli 
Ncube’s budget present-
ed on Thursday at the new 
Chinese-built parliament 
building, north of the capi-
tal, Harare. According to the 

original pact, farmers who 
were evicted from their land 
two decades ago should have 
received half the money with-
in the first year, followed by 
four $437.5m annual instal-
ments.

“Under the $3.5bn Glob-
al Compensation Deed in 
September 2022, the govern-
ment made an offer for the 
settlement of the GCD which 
was accepted by former farm 
owners through a referen-
dum,” said Ncube, referring to 
the new agreement.

Farmers’ groups will hold 
talks with Ncube to under-
stand what he meant, ac-
cording to Andrew Pascoe, 
president of the Commercial 
Farmers Union.

“Considerable progress has 
been made, but we haven’t 
signed anything yet,” he said 
by phone, denying a referen-
dum on the terms was held by 
the group’s members.

The treasury appointed Lon-
don-based NewState Part-
ners as transaction advisers 
in April 2021 to help raise 

money from international 
financiers.
Resolving the dispute is 
key to the country pulling 
out of economic stagnation 
that the seizures, ordered 
by then-president Robert 
Mugabe, triggered. Exports 
plunged, relations with mul-
tilateral lenders were severed, 
the US and the EU imposed 
sanctions, and hyperinflation 
forced the nation to abandon 
its currency.

The new proposal sees $350m 
being paid over four years. 
That would include instal-

ments of $35m a year for 
three years and the balance in 
2026 raised from selling the 
12.5% stake the farmers hold 
in state-owned miner Kuvim-
ba.

“The cash payments will be 
made in any jurisdiction 
in dollars to an account of 
former farm owners’ choice, 
payable biannually in Febru-
ary and July,” Ncube said.

The government will issue 
dollar-denominated treasury 
bonds to pay the remaining 
$3.15bn.

Launching This Summer Season
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Qatar 2022: This Is 
Good Football, 

So Let’s Not 
Spoil The Fun

Cement That Changes Your Lifestyle ...

By Terrance Mwedzi

The biggest sporting spectacle 
in modern World – the FIFA 
World Cup is underway – this 
time in Qatar – an Islamic 
state.

These are refreshing moments 
– I firmly believe-and this 
showpiece is totally different 
from previous tournaments.
In contrast, it is the mere 
truth that Qatar won its solid 
bid to host the global football 
tournament in 2010 but has 
since received lots of criticism 
on the rights of workers, the 
LGBTQ community, and 
others.
In recent days, the captains 
of some European teams had 
planned to wear the rain-
bow-coloured armbands as 
part of an anti-discrimination 
campaign but stopped after 
FIFA threatened disciplinary 
action.
I do not want to lie but the 
European teams’ behaviour 
have really shocked me. This 

is global football and people 
should be in Qatar to watch 
football – not to protest- or 
to challenge other people’s 
cultures. That is very wrong 
in many ways.
 

Frankly speaking, this is not 
the time to ask Qatar’s un-
comfortable questions about 
human rights. It is not untrue 
that homosexuality is illegal 
in Qatar – but it is too late to 
raise such secondary ques-
tions.
In this vein, it is time to focus 
on football only.
Furthermore – I may not 
agree with some of their laws- 
but I will support and respect 
their traditional culture – I 
will blame to death the people 
of Qatar if they allow their 
culture to be swept away by 
this ongoing global show-
piece.
As we continue witnessing 
the 2022 World Cup tour-
nament- I would to take this 
crucial moment to commend/
salute the five African nation-
al teams namely – Senegal, 
Tunisia, Ghana, Morocco and 
Cameroon- which managed 
to qualify for this sporting 
jamboree. And as the picture 
shows – the fans here have 
been as colourful to the cause 
of football as everyone else.
It is not an easy road,  but 
I am hopeful that African 
teams will change football 

narratives- maybe not today 
or tomorrow but this will 
surely happen.

A lot of work needs to be 
done- and It is my burning 
desire to see African teams 
lifting World Cup trophies. 
Why is it difficult to do so? 
Why us? We need improve-
ments in football spheres.
As I pen this piece, all African 
teams representing us at the 

World Cup tournament did 
not manage to register their 
first group game win, with the 
(Ghana)Black Stars being the 
first African nation to score 
a goal in the tournament. 
And Senegal became the first 
African nation to beat 3-1 the 
host nation- Qatar on Friday 
– only on the second game.
Honestly, this is refreshing 
but we are not yet out of the 
woods.

The future still looks bleak.
Morocco also have a great 
chance of progressing to the 
last 16 after avoiding defeat 
against the last World Cup’s 
finalists Croatia. They howev-
er still have to face a talented 
Belgium side, as well as Can-
ada – and both teams are not 
pushovers.
Then Ghana’s defeat against 
Portugal on Thursday night 
was marred by bad officiating. 
I don’t understand why the 
referee Ismail Elfath, decided 
not to review Ronaldo’s pen-
alty and offside goal by Rafael 
Leao incidents.
I can safely say that Ghana 
played well but were robbed 
on many fronts – that’s my 
humble view. My million-dol-
lar question is why the offi-
cials did not use the VAR?
So VAR is not important 
when it comes to African 
teams? This is ridiculous. 
Something worthwhile must 
be done. Hopefully, the 
football Gods will answer our 
prayers. And we will not stop 
supporting African nations!

 
Terrence Mwedzi is an in-
ternational award-winning 
Zimbabwean poet currently 
residing in the Eastern Cape, 
South Africa. He writes to 
Digital Sunday Express in 
his own capacity and can be 
contacted at +27611370088 
Email: moontafadzwa@gmail. 
com



November  2022                                                                     Subscriber Edition www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com    4

Current AffairsTheSundayExpress

Check Out The Latest Media List On The Property Digest Magazine. New Entries 
Every Week, New Brands, New Writers, New Analysts

Subscribe To The Sunday Express, And Never Miss An Edition Of Your 
Favourite Online Newspaper: Text 083 476 7918

Washington has long coun-
tered that Zimbabwe’s corrup-
tion, not sanctions, is the root 
cause of the country’s dismal 
economic record
 

By Julian Pecquet

 

The Joe Biden administration 
will use its upcoming Africa 
summit to try to chart a new 
path forward with Zimbabwe 
after almost two decades of 
sanctions against the late 
President Robert Mugabe and 
his successor.

The US government sent 
out formal invitations for its 
13 – 15 December US-Afri-
ca Leaders Summit this past 
week. Only governments that 
don’t have diplomatic rela-
tions with the US (Eritrea, 
Western Sahara) or have been 
suspended by the African 
Union (Burkina Faso, Guin-
ea, Mali and Sudan) weren’t 
invited.

In a marked departure from 
President Barack Obama’s 
original 2014 summit, the 
Biden team asked the gov-
ernment of Zimbabwe to join 
as the US presses President 
Emmerson Mnangagwa to 
abandon the authoritarian 
ways of his predecessor.

The invitation however went 
to Foreign Minister Fred-
erick Shava, as Mnangagwa 
remains under US sanctions, 
accused of undermining 
democratic processes in the 
country.

Biden’s goal, a National Se-
curity Council spokesperson 
says, is to host a “broadly 
inclusive summit.”
“There are countries across 
the continent [which] […] 
struggle and are challenged 
on the democracy and gov-
ernance side,”
Dana Banks, the White House 
point person for the summit, 
said.
“But it’s important to have 
those conversations, right? 

Zimbabwe Coming In From 
The Cold As Country Cracks 
Invite To US-Africa Summit

You have to be able to talk 
about your concerns … That 
is the mature engagement 
that we are seeking with our 
African partners.”

Zimbabwe’s government 
welcomed the invitation as 
a chance to repair ties with 
Washington. “We are in 
continuous re-engagement 
with the United States and 
any other Western country,” 
Livit Mugejo, a spokesman 
for the ministry of foreign 
affairs and international trade 
said. “Hence, the invitation 
for the minister to attend the 
[US-Africa] summit provides 
another opportunity for the 
government to continue with 
its re-engagement efforts.”

“The admin should … care-
fully consider who is invited 
to the US-Africa Summit,” the 

top Republican on the Senate 
Foreign Relations Commit-
tee, Jim Risch of Idaho, said 
on Twitter on 15 September. 
“If the admin insists it must 
invite a gov’t representative 
from Zimbabwe, it should 
look for someone who has a 
less abysmal human rights, 
corruption, and democracy 
record than the foreign min-
ister.”

Ahead of the summit, the US 
Treasury Department lifted 
sanctions last week on 11 
Zimbabwean officials while 
adding deputy police com-
missioner for administration 
Stephen Mutamba for his 
alleged role in “undermin-
ing Zimbabwe’s democratic 
processes and institutions”.  
“Over the past two years, Mu-
tamba has organised a host 
of actions that threaten and 

undermine legitimate polit-
ical parties and others who 
oppose the policies of the 
Government of Zimbabwe or 
the ruling Zimbabwe African 
National Union-Patriotic 
Front ZANU-PF] party,” State 
Department spokesman Ned 
Price said in a statement. ”It is 
vital that the Government of 
Zimbabwe allow full partic-
ipation across the political 
spectrum.”

Risch suggested the timing 
of the sanctions removal was 
meant to placate South Afri-
ca, stating on Twitter that it 
was “no coincidence” that the 
Treasury Department updat-
ed its sanctions list on the eve 
of President Cyril Ramapho-
sa’s 16 September visit to the 
White House.
“While adding Stephen 
Mutamba is good, many 

key officials responsible for 
undermining Zim[babwe]’s 
democracy remain missing,” 
Risch said on Twitter. “Biden 
should use his meeting with 
Cyril Ramaphosa to urge the 
government of South Africa 
to end its blatant misinforma-
tion about US sanctions and 
use its regional leadership to 
support democratic reforms 
in Zimbabwe.”
South Africa has been lobby-
ing for Zimbabwe to be invit-
ed to the summit, according 
to congressional sources. 
During their meeting, Rama-
phosa also reportedly pressed 
Biden to lift sanctions.

“Meeting with President 
Biden, President Ramaphosa 
raised the issue of sanctions 
on Zimbabwe,” Peter Ndoro, 
a journalist with the SABC. - 
Africa Report



War In UkraineTheSundayExpress
November  2022                                                              Subscriber Edition www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com    5

Subscribe to the most progressive African Online 
newspaper  today: Visit www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.

com and text hi on the whatsapp icon TheSundayExpress

By Sky News Itnernational

The Russian president sat up 
close and personal among 
the women, telling them he 
shared the pain of those who 
have lost sons and would do 
everything he could to pro-
vide families with help and 
support.

Contrary to his long-table 
treatment of Russian officials, 
the Russian president sat up 
close and personal among 
the women at his Novo-Og-
aryovo residence just outside 
Moscow, telling them he 
shared the pain of those who 
have lost sons and would do 
everything he could to pro-
vide families with help and 
support.

He also advised them not 
to trust everything they see 
on the internet. The women 
were frank and emotional. He 
looked pained and sincere.
He needs to do this. Since 
mobilisation, social media has 
been awash with videos from 
mobilised men or “mobiks” 
complaining of a lack of basic 
equipment, weaponry or 
training, the general gist be-
ing that they are being sent to 
the front like cannon fodder.

At the same time, mothers 
and wives across the country 
have filmed themselves peti-
tioning the president to deal 
with the multitude of prob-

lems and to make sure their 
men are better provided for.
The Kremlin knows that the 
best way to head off this viral 
spread of complaints is to em-
brace it, glorify the role of the 
mother and say the president 
is listening.

At an event in Moscow on 
Tuesday entitled “Heart of 
Soldier’s Mother”, a succes-
sion of speakers told an audi-
ence of mostly young cadets 
and officers in training how 
sacred the mother is to the 
motherland.

Women whose husbands and 

sons are serving on the front-
lines were handed awards and 
carnations. A man read out a 
long poem about how other 
countries would regret rous-
ing the Russian bear.

Singers and ballroom dancers 
from the army’s cultural wing 
provided a rousing finale, 
quite the contrast from one 
of the opening remarks: “The 
army is not a holiday camp.”
I ask Tatyana Umarova, 
whose husband and son are 
both at the front, what she 
thinks the motherland is do-
ing in Ukraine.
“If you live in a house and 

your neighbour’s flat is a 
mess - it has cockroaches, 
drunk guests come over and 
you have kids - you can’t live 
calmly,” she says.

“You can imagine that one 
day you come home from 
work later and your kids 
will be there with the drunk 
neighbours, that at some 
point the cockroaches will 
spread to your apartment. 
You live expecting threats.”
But she sympathises with 
Ukrainian mothers: “A son 
for a mother is the same son, 
no matter if they are Russian 
or Ukrainian. I think that, 

whether I’m right or not, we 
are all part of a big nation. 
The only thing I want is to 
wish their sons return home 
alive and well.”

The Kremlin won’t promise 
that and it remains to be seen 
whether today’s event serves 
to improve conditions for 
Russian servicemen at the 
front or whether it is an emp-
ty PR gesture.

One group of women dis-
appointed not to have been 
invited call themselves the 
“All-Russian Council of 
Mothers”.

Vladimir Putin Makes Appearance With Widows

Breathe Life Into Your Building ...
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African Foreigner: The News 
Dynamic Facing The Migrants 

In South Africa

Xenophobic practices con-
tinue to threaten the lives 
and livelihoods of foreigners 
while generating enduring 
fear and insecurity
 

By Bongani Siziba

 South Africa’s Constitution 
is one of the most inclusive 
and progressive in the world 
– a hard-fought achievement 
to be proud of. Under sec-
tion 29 of the Constitution, 
everyone has the right to 
basic education. “Everyone” 
includes every person within 
the borders of South Africa – 
irrespective of race or place of 
birth.

This has been upheld by the 
Supreme Court of Appeal: 
“Human dignity has no na-
tionality. It is inherent in all 
people citizens and non-cit-
izens alike simply because 
they are human.”

But as the constitution states 
– this has not applied to many 
refugee children, many of 
them still face discrimina-
tion because of their foreign 
status. Schools are turning 
away immigrant children 
without documents, flouting 
Department of Basic Educa-
tion (DBE) instructions and a 
court ruling.
Fantine Degeza (14) is a ref-
ugee child from Democratic 
Republic of Congo living at 
Paint City Bellevue camp in 
Cape Town a home to about 
1500 people with more than 
300 children.

At this camp – it is not an 
uncommon sight to witness 
children roaming around all 
day long as most of these chil-
dren do not go to school.

They face multitudes of risks 
including being affected by 

crime, substance abuse, safety 
unequal access to health care 
and education. Degeza is one 
of the unlucky ones here, she 
is not going to school because 
she does not have proper 
documentation.

She says she has been denied 
her rights as a refugee child, 
she now spends her time 
helping her mother who is a 
street vendor.

“As children here we have 
been denied our rights, l am 
speaking for many children 
here we are not at because 
we do not have proper doc-
umentation,” Degeza said 
“We are asked to go and get 
proper documentation while 
our peers continue with their 
education” she continued.

The South African Human 
Rights Commission released 
a position paper on inclusive 
basic education for undocu-
mented children. The paper 
addresses all children who, 
for various reasons, are una-
ble to obtain documentation 
that allows them to access 
government services.
This includes South African 
children whose birth has 
not been, or is unable to be, 

registered in terms of the 
Births and Deaths Registra-
tion Act; stateless persons; 
and migrants in an irregular 
situation.

According to United Nations 
High Commission for Refu-
gees Africa (UNHCR), it is 
estimated that 164 million 
children around the world 
are affected by child labour 
– 600 000 of whom are in 
South Africa. While the ILO 
says more than 160-million 
children globally are labour-
ers – well over half of them 
range between the ages of five 
and 11.

 However, migrants in South 
Africa face many problems 
integration has been an-
other challenge it has been 
observed that competition 
for jobs between locals and 
migrants especially in the in-
formal sector, is an important 
factor that triggers xenopho-
bic incidences notably in 2008 
and 2015.

Another bone of contention is 
that of access to housing. The 
above scenarios have implica-
tions for the image of South 
Africa in the committee of 
nations.

In March 2022 foreign busi-
nesses were attacked in Gqe-
berha, Eastern Cape. Many 
foreigners especially those 
of Ethiopian origins fear 
of being attacked or called 
derogatory names. Levels of 
xenophobia in the city start-
ed to rise when politicians 
tried to charm voters with 
anti-migrant rhetoric ahead 
of the local elections in South 
Africa.

Many were beaten, their 
stock taken, and chased from 
the area, accused of taking 
what belonged to locals. A 
shop operator speaking on 
condition of anonymity told 
the Sunday Express that they 
were so aggrieved that their 
efforts to uplift impoverished 
people in the area is disre-
garded.

He added that foreigners have 
a role to play in the uplift-
ment of South Africa.

Read the full story on www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

 Siziba is a Photo-Journalist 
based in Johannesburg. This 
reporting was made possible 
by internews: Inspires Investi-
gative Reporting.
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Valerio: A Bio-Chemist And 
Technocrat Seeking To Change 

The Fortunes Of Zimbabwe

As President of UZA – she 
envisions a society which 
benefits every man, woman 
and child – and which sup-
ports innovation and eco-
nomic growth by celebrating 
the diversity of citizens
 
UZA Media Correspondent

 
This week on the Sunday 
Express Road To 2023  – we 
feature the leader of United 
Zimbabwe Alliance – Elis-
abeth Valerio.

While the party leadership 
itself combines varied skills, 
talents and experience at 
the top – including the likes 
of VP Rev Frank Mhlanga, 
Chairperson Garikai Mlam-
bo, Secretary General Kevin 
Muzhunga, Secretary For 
Woman’s Affairs Rebecca 
Ndlovu, Secretary For Youth 
Shingirai Chabata, and Treas-
urer General Tracy Meth.

While the issue of gender 
representation and leadership 
is never far from public dis-
course in Zimbabwe – Valerio 
is leader of one of the newer 
parties in Zimbabwe – but 
by all accounts, she is no 
stranger to business or poli-
tics in the country.
Her mother descended from 
the Mugabe Chieftainship 
of Masvingo, was the first 
woman in history to chal-
lenge the power of an African 
President.
Elisabeth spent most days 
of her childhood in the mid 
1970s in her parent’s grocery 
store at Machipisa Shopping 
Centre in Highfield – then a 
hotbed of the African polit-

ical movements. Elisabeth 
attended university in the 
United States and began her 
career as a biochemist before 
moving to Hwange – where 
she has spent almost a dec-
ade honouring a promise she 
made to her mother who – 
while on her death bed, asked 
that she look after a herd of 
elephants in Dete.

It was only when she arrived 
in Dete that she realised the 
place was adjacent to Hwange 
National Park. At the time, it 
was an abandoned stretch of 
land with no infrastructure, 
facilities or utilities.
With nowhere to stay, an 
old truck became her home, 
amongst lions, buffalo, hyena 
and a magnificent herd of 
docile elephants.

During her time in Hwange, 
Elisabeth established Gobe-
lo, a business focused on 
research and development 
of natural and indigenous 
consumer products.
With her husband she also 
built Gwango – a tourism 
destination at the edge of 
Hwange National Park, with 
guest rooms, conference facil-
ities, restaurants and a BaN-
ambya Cultural Exhibit.

In addition to promoting the 
tourism sector in Zimbabwe, 
Elisabeth devotes her time 
and resources to science, 
technology, engineering and 
math (STEM) programmes, 
creating jobs and improving 
access to quality education in 
African communities.

Read the full stpory on www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com
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Fiction Writing With 
Nhamo Muchagumisa

Then came the slap, the stern 
admonition and the strike of 
her mouth striking my face 
venomous content
 
By Nhamo Muchagumisa

 I had downloaded a special 
application and designed a 
note pad dotted with hearts 
and I had framed it with red 
roses. I had drafted a love 
letter to Milkah and allowed 
my heart to speak on the page 
I had designed, as if Milkah 
would hear every word 
through the ears of her heart, 
even without me posting the 
message.

I wanted to share the work of 
my love whelmed heart with 
her via WhatsApp, but just 
before I tapped the send but-
ton, her foot hit my doormat 
and I watched her passing the 
door way, a couple of footfalls 
away from my desk.

She did not look like the 
harpish girl who had struck 
me in the face, neither did she 
look like the ordinary work-
mate that she ought to be, but 
like the woman who would 
bring me the full moon and 
take the night out of my life.
But then, I wanted to sur-

A Fresh Encounter

prise her and was already 
done with the message. I told 
her not to disturb me as I 
was chatting with someone 
special, thinking that within 
a minute she would see my 
message that had tumbled 
from my heart like an assort-
ment of jewels meant for her 
special closet.

As she turned to face the 
open door, the tip of my 
thumb found the send button 
and the message delivered 
immediately. The girl who 
had slapped me, assaulted me 
verbally and spat at me would 
read through the miraculous 
effect of such an encounter.

If she had scored a victory 
when she made me forget 
my male ego and apologise 
after being slapped, vituper-
ated and spat on, she must 
experience the mellowing 
effects of such an experience 
into something of a delicate 
tenderness one would wish to 
protect for life.
 
I returned to my phone after 
five minutes, but Milkah had 
not yet read the message. 
The congestion in my chest 
worsened. What I felt on the 
day I interviewed her, along-

side four other panelists was 
nothing compared to what I 
felt now. I had felt the slap of 
her hand on my cheek with 
every brilliant response she 
had given. I do not know how 
I remained alert throughout 
the interview. 

The vivid record of what had 
happened just two kilometres 
from Penhalonga shops was 
playing repeatedly in my 
head, the left side of my car 
getting into frictional contact 
with hers, the smell of heating 
brake pads, and the two cars 
stopping in single file on the 
roadside, the two of us alight-
ing separately from our cars 

and walking towards each 
other. Then came the slap, 
her stern admonition and the 
wetness of her mouth striking 
my face with a lump of some 
of its contents.

I still managed to say “I’m 
sorry, I will pay for the repair 
of the damaged side of your 
car.” 
“How about the trauma your 
recklessness is likely to cause. 
You will keep your money, 
and I will repair my car,” 
Milkah had said.
After a brief pause she had 
continued, “It would be a 
cursed experience to meet 
you again, even if it is for the 

repair of my car.”

I had not imagined that she 
was on the shortlist of our 
interview candidates, and the 
day of reckoning came when 
I least expected it. My first 
emotional experience, fol-
lowing her employment with 
us, was that I held nothing 
against her. 

What had happened be-
tween she and I was mere 
road rage and we would have 
had a pleasant experience 
had we met under different 
circumstances. I thought I 
was successfully consoling 
myself, but then the desire for 
that pleasant experience, that 
had never been, took posses-
sion of me and I confessed to 
myself that I was in love with 
her.

Her beauty, from toe to tem-
ple was a delightful torture 
to my heart. At twenty-three, 
she was five years my junior, 
but in terms of appeal, she 
had undone all the valves of 
restraint within my anatomy 
and I felt my love flowing in a 
deluge in her direction.

Read the full story on www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com

Another Cement Delivery ... From TermoBor...
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Provides the Best Insulation: A Specially developed 
composite mortar that provides heat, water, sound and 

fire insulation

Business Report IOL

PPC, a leading provider of 
building materials and solu-
tions in sub-Saharan Africa, 
has robust financial metrics 
and the right focus to weather 
the current weak economic 
cycle, chief executive Roland 
van Wijnen said this week.

Speaking on the release of 
results for the six months to 
September 30, he said their 
balance sheet and cash gen-
eration was strong and the 
group might consider re-
warding shareholders with a 
dividend or share buybacks, 
advising "lets see how the 
second half goes”.

He said in a telephone inter-
view that Cimerwa’s outlook 
in Rwanda remained favoura-
ble, which should – with PPC 
Zimbabwe’s expected recov-
ery in sales volumes – con-
tribute positively to the sec-
ond half-year performance.

Some of the infrastructure 
being undertaken in Zimba-
bwe that was helping to stoke 
cement demand included a 
large road interchange in Ha-
rare, construction of Hwange 
power station, and facilities at 
Beit Bridge.

“There is a lot happening on 
the ground in Zimbabwe,” he 

said. They were encouraged 
by recent announcements by 
Sanral to award large con-
struction projects in South 
Africa, as well as the com-
ments on increased infra-
structure spending made in 
the recent mid-term budget 
speech of the South African 
finance minister.

“With additional capacity 
available to capture an up-
swing in demand without 
additional capital expend-
iture required, PPC is well 
positioned to support the 
much-needed construction 

work across South Africa,” 
said Van Wijnen. 
The interim results were dis-
torted by hyperinflation ac-
counting for PPC Zimbabwe, 
but were boosted by stronger 
distribution centre and res-
idential estate construction 
activity in South Africa, as 
well as a robust performance 
from Cimerwa in Rwanda.

South Africa and Botswana 
cement revenue increased 
4% to R2.9 billion. To retain 
volumes, sales price increas-
es were limited to 5%, while 
changes in the product mix 

had a positive impact.

Higher sales volumes in the 
coastal region due to stronger 
demand, and a decrease in 
imports were offset by diffi-
cult trading conditions in the 
inland region, leaving cement 
sales volumes slightly down 
overall by 2.6%.

Group headline earnings per 
share fell to 4 cents compared 
to 10c in the prior compa-
rable period after margins 
were eroded in South Africa 
and Botswana, due mainly to 
fuel and other energy costs. 

Excluding PPC Zimbabwe, 
pretax profit increased 4% 
to R259 million. Revenue 
increased 9% to R4.2bn sup-
ported by price increases and 
steady volumes.

Group debt fell to R677m 
from R1bn on March 31, 
2022. Cash inflow before 
financing activities remained 
positive at R319m. Finance 
costs fell 43% to R84m due to 
de-gearing and lower interest 
costs after the implementa-
tion of improved debt facility 
arrangements in South Africa 
in December 2021.

PPC Says It’s Ready To Tackle Economic Headwinds

Check Out The Latest Media List On The Property Digest Magazine. New Entries  Every Week, New Brands, New Writers, 
New Analysts Subscribe To The Sunday Express, And Never Miss An Edition Of Your 

Favourite Online Newspaper: Text 083 476 7918



Digital Marketing  12TheSundayExpress
December  2021:                                                                        Subscriber Edition                              www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com    14

Popsoko is an Online Fashion Marketplace where buyers and sellers 
meet to buy and sell merchandise. We also offer Business & Personal 
Loans to those that need financing.

Become A Vendor
Reach thousands of buyers in South Africa looking for your products. 
Register to become a Popsoko Seller today. It’s FREE!

We offer runner services in and outside South Africa. Our professional 
runners are trained to assist you in accessing stock from wholesalers 
and drop shipping them to you. We also help with the importation of 
goods from Reputable Chinese suppliers. We deal mainly in trendy 
clothing for all occasions.

Variety of Products
Buy all sorts of goods such as clothing, footwear, liquor and so much 
more!

Payment Options
Pay with Credit / Debit Card, Cash on Delivery or at your local Check-
ers, PnP or Shoprite store.

Fast Delivery
Our partnership with local couriers ensure you receive your items 
within 72 hours.

Gifting Option
Surprise your loved ones by sending them gifts bought from our store 
and delivered to their doorstep.

The Joy Of Digital Shopping on www.popsoko.co.za

Baby & Toddler, Female, Footwear, Gifts, Headwear, 
Male, Shoes, Sport & Training, T-Shirts, Runners
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Mmamalea Global Holdings:
Is A Diverse Group of Companies 
Majoring In Mining, And Logistics

The Company Was Founded In 
2018 By Young Entrepreneur 

Mr MJ Letsoalo (in South Africa) 
As A Foreign Exchange Institution, And 
Later Ventured Into The Mining Space

We operate locally (South Africa), And 
Cross-border

We Are Driven By Excellence, Innovation 
And Quality Services

Black-Owned Generational Wealth

Call:                +27 64 725 8054 
Whatsapp    +27 67 829 5702 
Email: mmamaleaglobalholdings@gmail.com

Commodities Trading, 
Petroleum Supply, Warehousing, 

Truck Rental, & Logistics



Refurbished 5-star lodge 
near Victoria Falls reopens in 
March
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www.chinasemitrailersupplier.com
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We are down to the last overal 20 In The Poket 
Mobile Influential Content Creators!
In no particular order the finalists are:

Sis Melly
Unkle Thobs
Lelwar Smith
Lonwabo Homoyi
Xola Toto
Keke Mthathi
Angel King
Faith Nomcebo
Yolanda Mbolompo
Liyabona Nqaba

Lindokhuhle Khoza
Bhut Chi
Mandy Dyasi
Siphesihle Magaye
Sinazo Bida
Thabo Mokiri
Naledi Mallela
ThembaBroly
Simthande Myeza
Sinethemba Masondo

Stay In Touch On www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com 
and see the results of the top content creators on the 
networks
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Order your copy of Success Is Do It Yoursel Through: The Sunday Express: And Stand A Chance to Win A Book-Writing Course To 
Publish Your Book In 100 Days . Details www.zimbabwedigitalexpress.com / Text 083 476 7918
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TheSundayExpress TheFridayMix HealthCare TV

Your Network, Your Connection: Your DSTv, 
right here on The DSE Sunday Express

Friends and family of DSE readers and subscribers can now 
make payments at all Shoprite/Checkers supermarkets, 

and on the Sunday Express POS machine

The person in SA making the payment should request a Pay@ bill 
and add 11687 in front of the 10-digit smartcard number of the DStv account 

registered in Zimbabwe. 
Readers making payment should have details of the correct 

DStv package they are paying for. Terms and conditions apply. 
Helpline (+27) 83 305 7778
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Text: Airtime to DSE Helpline: 083 305 7778: 
Convenience Networking

Surprise Your Loved Ones With Instant Airtime 
On The DSE Sunday Express Network

Talk Time Zimbabwe 
 

Talk Time Zimbabwe 
Talk Time Data

Talk Time Investments
Talk Time TV
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Press Release November 27: Turkey-based TermoBor, a company specialising in production of thermal insulation materials, recently met with senior medis officials in Sub Saharan 
Africa to discuss the company’s plans to open a regional office in Johannesburg to cover the African market, said a report on the DSE news network.

TermoBor is water repellent plaster cement. It is free of carcinogenic substances, it is natural and does not harm the environment, and it provides superior sound insulation..

News media officials have praised TermoBor’s activities in Turkey, Europe and other countries - esp[ecially in the middle East region and expressed the appreciation for the selec-
tion of Sub Saharan Africa as the growth point for the promotion of their products in the continent. The visitors expressed pleasure to present their products in the local market, 
added the report. Stay in touch on the DSE news network for the multimedia partnership with ThermoBor. DSE News Network: Nov 27, 2022



Lionel Messi’s Stunning Goal Helps Keep 
His World Cup 2022 Dream Alive
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The Independent 
 
Lionel Messi’s superb long-
range strike helped revive 
Argentina’s flagging World 
Cup hopes as they claimed a 
crucial 2-0 win over Mexico 
at the Lusail Stadium.

Argentina came into the 
game knowing defeat would 
mean elimination after their 
shock 2-1 loss to Saudi Ara-
bia and they laboured again 
until Messi’s 65th-minute 
intervention.

The 35-year-old, playing at 
what is expected to be his 
last World Cup, picked up 
Angel Di Maria’s pass out-
side the box and arrowed a 
precise shot into the bottom 
corner to break the deadlock 
in a scrappy and ill-tem-
pered encounter.

Messi then turned provid-
er as Argentina made the 
game safe three minutes 
from time, his pass finding 
substitute Enzo Fernandez 
who cut inside and curled a 
sumptuous finish past Guill-
ermo Ochoa.

“Today another World Cup 
starts for Argentina,” Messi 
said after the game. “I tell 
people the same thing, that 
they continue to believe. 
Today we did what we had 
to do.

“We had no other choice. We 
had to win so that we de-
pended only on ourselves.
“The first half we didn’t play 
as we should and in the sec-
ond, when we calmed down, 
we started to play the ball 
better and after the goal we 
went back to being what we 
are.”

Argentina manager Lionel 
Scaloni had sought to shake 
things up following the Sau-
di Arabia defeat, making five 
changes to his team, with 
Manchester United’s Lisan-
dro Martinez and Brighton’s 
Alexis Mac Allister among 
those included.

But there was no sign of 

improvement in a dire first 
half, with Messi unable to 
influence proceedings and 
Lautaro Martinez cutting 
an isolated figure ahead of 
him as Argentina, flat and 
disjointed, picked up where 
they left off in Tuesday’s 
game.

Mexico looked more threat-
ening in the first period, but, 
like Argentina, they strug-
gled to produce any real 
moments of quality, with 
an Alexis Vega free-kick, 
comfortably saved by Emi 
Martinez, the only effort 
on target from either side 
before the interval.

There was more of the same 
after the break despite the 
crackling atmosphere inside 
the ground, with a wayward 
Messi free kick seemingly 
summing up his evening as 
he struggled to spark.

It all changed, though, when 

he finally found himself in 
a pocket of space around 25 
yards from goal, taking a 
touch to control Di Maria’s 
pass before rifling an un-
stoppable shot into the far 
corner.

Argentina&#39;s Enzo Fer-
nandez celebrates his goal
Image:
Argentina’s Enzo Fernandez 
celebrates after scoring the 
second
The goal sparked wild cele-
brations among Argentina’s 
players and fans and there 
was another outpouring 
of relief when substitute 
Fernandez ran onto Messi’s 
pass following a corner and 
dispatched a sublime finish 
from the left-hand side of 
the box.

Mexico offered little in 
response, registering only 
four shots over the course of 
the game, leaving Argentina 
to celebrate a victory that 

maintains their hopes of 
qualifying for the last 16.

Having avoided a defeat to 
Mexico which would have 
ended their World Cup 
participation, Argentina 
have their Group C destiny 
in their own hands again. 
Victory against Poland on 
Wednesday night will guar-
antee not only their pro-
gression but also put them 
in pole position to advance 
as group winners - to deny 
them top spot in that scenar-
io, Saudi Arabia would not 
only need to beat Mexico but 
also win by a larger margin 
than Argentina.

Poland will progress if they 
avoid defeat to Argentina - a 
win would guarantee their 
progression as group win-
ners - while a draw for Saudi 
Arabia against Mexico and 
a defeat for Poland would 
only see the Saudis qualify if 
Poland lose heavily.
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By BBC And The Guardian

Qatar became the first team 
to be knocked out of the 
World Cup after a humbling 
defeat at the hands of Sene-
gal and Ecuador’s draw with 
the Netherlands, but the host 
team’s fans inside a half-full 
Al-Thumama stadium had at 
least some consolation: they 
got to see a goal.

Senegal were far from impres-
sive but still had too much for 
their hapless opponents who 
have made a strong case for 
the title of worst home nation 
of all time. For the Africa Cup 
of Nations champions, mean-
while, this was a shot in the 
arm and gives hope of qualifi-
cation from Group A .

What this all means for Qatar, 
as with so many issues off the 
field during this tournament, 
is difficult to discern. 

Once again the coach, Félix 
Sánchez, saw his team play in 
front of a crowd that largely 
gave up, a patchy attendance 
falling away in the second 
half. If this indicated disap-

Looking Good For Africa 
As Senegal Makes Light 

Work Of Hosts Qatar
pointment among local sup-
port, however, the Spaniard 
did not see it that way.

African sides are breaking 
new ground at the World Cup 
this year as all five qualifiers 
from the continent.

Four of those men are taking 
charge at the finals for the 
first time, with just Senegal’s 
Aliou Cisse in the dugout in 
Russia four years ago.

All five African teams were 
knocked out in the group 
stage in 2018, so the main 
task will be to clear the open-
ing hurdle before they can 

even consider making history 
in Qatar by passing the last 
eight.

Africa’s qualifiers have a point 
to prove as, for the first time 
since 1982, no side from the 
continent reached the knock-
out stages in 2018 - when Mo-
rocco, Senegal and Tunisia, 
who all return, represented 
Africa alongside Egypt and 
Nigeria.

Cameroon and Ghana return 
to the party this year after 
enduring regrettable 2014 
World Cups with an on-field 
fight and very public bonus 
row respectively.

Having won their first Africa 
Cup of Nations in February, 
Senegal’s high hopes have 
been dramatically checked 
by the late injury-enforced 
absence of Ballon d’Or run-
ner-up Sadio Mane, whose 
penalties claimed both the 
continental crown and World 
Cup qualification.

Despite having a coach 
who took charge only three 
months ago, Morocco could 
make life tougher in Group 
F than Belgium, with their 
famed generation getting old-
er, 2018 runners-up Croatia 
and Canada might think.

Fifa World Cup: Groups & 
Schedule
A desert World Cup and a 
dust-storm of controversy
Cameroon played with pace 
and power at times when 
hosting this year’s Nations 
Cup but the prediction by 
striker-turned-federation 
president Samuel Eto’o that 
the Indomitable Lions, led 
by Rigobert Song and disap-
pointing in recent friendlies, 
will beat Morocco in the final 
stretches the limit.

Just three African teams 
have reached the World Cup 
quarter-finals - out of 49 visits 
- with none coming closer 
to progressing further than 
Ghana, whose last-minute 
penalty miss in extra-time 
against Uruguay in 2010 will 
be constantly in mind with 
the two teams meeting again 
in Group H.

The aim still remains a first 
semi-final, but Mane’s injury 
may realistically have put paid 
to that given his importance 
to the Teranga Lions, Africa’s 
top-ranked side since Novem-
ber 2018.
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