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Abel Zhakata Senior Reporter
BASED in Mutare – the provincial capital of 
Manicaland – Freighworld Investments (Private) 
Limited which was founded in 2013 is the leading 
supplier of a litany of products and services that 
include agro-produce, minerals and metals.
The company, which has grown in leaps and 
bounds over the years, services the local market as 
well as diverse industries in the Sadc region and 
beyond.
Apart from creating employment, the company’s 
operations have made a positive impact on 
Manicaland’s Gross Domestic Product.
The company's marketing manager, Mr Tafadzwa 
Tembo, said their products provide “practical 
solutions for customers from agro produce to 
minerals and metals.”
Driven by a vision to become the preferred supplier 
of its product portfolio, Mr Tembo, said 
Freighworld Investments endeavours to positively 
impact and change the world by working hand-in-
glove with like-minded companies in the supply of 
high quality products to the varied clientele base.
“We service a wide range of industries, such as 
manufacturing, mining and construction. 
Whichever industry you are in, we will be able to 
provide custom solutions to fit your needs,” he 
said.
The following are the principles that drive 
Freighworld and keeps it focused in providing the 
best services in its target market.
Vision
• To be the preferred supplier of all agro-products, 
timber and hardware equipment in the Sadc region 
and the global market in general.
Mission
• To be a consumer oriented, customer driven and 
value-led company that enhances the lives of all 
stakeholders in and outside the SADC region.
Values
• Teamwork, innovation and value addition, 
stewardship, excellence, commitment and world 
class customer service

Freighworld Investments (Pvt) Ltd product 
portfolio includes timber processing and 
merchandising, agro produce imports and exports, 
stock feeds, packaging, mining and minerals, 
equipment sales and hire.
Timber processors and merchants
We have a variety of timber. There is sufficient of 
supply for any project, from those building houses 
or schools, we will deliver. Upon request, we give a 
formal quotation and we have the following 
dimensions for structural, industrial, and crating 
timber.
Structural timber
38mm x 38mm; 114mm X 38mm; 76mm x 38mm; 
152mm x 38mm; 228mm x 38mm.
Industrial timber
76mm x 76mm; 76mm x 50mm; 114mm x 50mm; 
152mm x 50mm; 228mm x 50mm.
Crating timber
19mm – 25mm x 76mm; 19mm x 114mm; 25mm x 
114mm.

We can also make other dimensions on customer 
requests.
All types of boards are readily available and they 
can be delivered on request.
Fencing and transmission poles
We do all dimensions for fencing and transmission 
poles.
Agro produce imports and exports
We supply quality controlled and certified non-
GMO agro produce. Our minimum order for grains 
is 30 tonnes. The produce range includes sugar 
beans, soya beans, maize, rice, wheat, groundnuts, 
macadamia nuts, horticulture products and fruits.
Stock feeds
We have a variety of stock feed products suitable 
for piggery, poultry, diary, cows, goats, rabbits, 
dogs, horses and fish. The product range includes 
soya meal, baobab cake, sunflower cake, cotton 
cake, wheat bran and molasses.
Packaging
We distribute imported polypropylene bags or 
sacks which are an ideal container for a variety of 
materials. Our bags may be customized as per 
customer specifications and are strong, tear 
resistant, and convenient for storage and 
transportation.
Our bags are used in the agricultural sector to 
package maize, rice, sugar beans, soya beans, 
wheat, tea, macadamia nuts and groundnuts.
The bags are also ideal for the mining industry to 
carry ore, or for use in mining shafts as sandbags.
These are for agriculture feed packaging, fertilizer 
packaging, mining ore and dump packaging, 
cement packaging and sand packaging.
Mining and minerals
Freighworld Investments (Pvt) Ltd is heavily 
involved in the mining sector. The company mines 
gold, tantalite, gravel and quarry stones.
It also buys gems stones, scrap metal and other 
base metals for resell on the international market. 
The minerals range include gold, silver, copper, tin, 
zinc, tourmaline, amethyst, agate, quartz, topaz, 
garnet, black granite, gravel and scrap metals.
Equipment
We sell and hire equipment of all types of projects 
in the mining, construction and 
agricultural sectors. These 
include excavators, graders, 
tractors, tippers, bulldozers, 
bowsers, combine harvesters, 
cranes and several 
other types of plant 
a n d  h e a v y 
equipment.

FREIGHWORLD MAKES A MARK IN LOCAL INDUSTRY

www.freighworldinvestments.com

Freighworld  Investments Pvt Ltd supplies:
Structural / Industrial Timber &
Treated Fencing / Transmission poles
All Grains & Cereals

Packaging Prophylene Bags (Masaga)

Minerals & Metals

Agricultural Equipment

Mining Equipment

Mining Equipment / Hire

Earthmoving Equipment & Plant Hire
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.... And We Have Liftoff: ZimSat-1 Blasts Off Into Space
The Sunday Express And 
Own Correspondent

Multiple sources are report-
ing that Zimbabwe’s first 
satellite, named ZimSat-1, is 
today scheduled to begin its 
historic journey into space.

Zimbabwe will become 
the 14 country in Africa 
to launch satellites in a 
major milestone expected 
to enhance mineral explo-
ration, monitoring of en-
vironmental hazards and 
droughts, mapping human 
settlements and disease out-
breaks, among many other 
capabilities. According to 

State media reports, Zim-
Sat-1, a nanosatellite, will be 
launched from the Japanese 
KIBO Module – the Asian 
country’s science module 
for the International Space 
Station (ISS) − after nearly 
a year-long delay caused by 
Covid-19.

The programme is consid-
ered the first baby steps 
of the country’s space 
programme, which was 
launched in 2018 following 
the launch of the Zimbabwe 
National Geospatial and 
Space Agency (ZINGSA).

ZimSat-1 was built by local 

engineers working with the 
Kyushu Institute of Tech-
nology in Japan. It will be 
launched by the Japan Aero-
space Exploration Agency.

ZINGSA coordinator Mr 
Painos Gweme told The 
Sunday Mail that the satel-
lite will be launched between 
July and August depending 
on weather conditions.
ZINGSA, he said, has also 
heightened its participation 
in space forums to enhance 
the country’s preparedness 
for the programme.

With ZimSat-1 in orbit, 
Zimbabwe will become the 

14th African country to 
enter space. ZimSat-1 is an 
Earth Observation CubeSat, 
which falls under the small 
satellites category deployed 
by new space-faring coun-
tries.

“Everything is now ready; 
we received a report recently 
indicating that it was tested 
and approved for flight.
“We have our engineers on 
the ground in Japan who are 
making sure everything goes 
according to plan.”

Asked about the importance 
of Zimbabwe’s space pro-
gramme, Mr Gweme said: 

“Space science and technol-
ogy present cheap, vibrant 
and more efficient methods 
which are superior to tradi-
tional ones in solving prob-
lems.

“Therefore, as a country, we 
had to adopt space science 
technologies to solve our 
national problems appropri-
ately and, as such, the de-
ployment of these technolo-
gies was long overdue.”

ZINGSA is currently carry-
ing out aerial mapping of 
urban settlements to identi-
fy dysfunctional, illegal and 
irregular settlements. 
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Zimbabwe Open For 
Business, Says President 
Mnangagwa

By Taarifa Rwanda

Zimbabwean President 
Dr. Emerson Mnangagwa 
has called on investors 
to realize the massive 
investment opportunities 
in Zimbabwe and shun 
negative perceptions of 
risk.

Zimbabwe, self-sufficient 
in food production and a 
major exporter of wheat, 
tobacco, and corn to the 
14-member Southern Af-
rican Development Com-
munity, to other African 
countries and the wider 
world before 2000, saw its 
exports plummet. Before 
2000, farming accounted 
for 40% of all Zimbabwe’s 
exports. In 2010 though, 
it dropped to 2%.

President Mnangagwa 
spoke on Thursday at 
a special event on the 
margins of the Africa 
Investment Forum Mar-
ket Days 2022 in Abidjan, 
Côte d’Ivoire. The event 
dwelt on the broad range 
of investment opportuni-
ties in Zimbabwe. 

Several cabinet ministers 
accompanied the pres-
ident, namely Foreign 
Affairs Minister Freder-
ick Shava, Finance and 
Economic Development 
Minister Mthuli Mcube, 
Agriculture Minister 
Anxious Masuka and 
Industry and Commerce 
Minister Sekai Nzenza.

“The focus is to persuade 
global capital assembled 
in this city to realize that 
there are opportunities 
for investment in Zim-
babwe,” President Mnan-
gagwa said.

The African Develop-
ment Bank and its seven 
partners set up the Africa 
Investment Forum—Af-
rica’s premier investment 
platform—to attract 
investment and capital 
to Africa. The forum’s 
Market Days 2022 which 
runs from the 2nd to 4th 
of November, feature 

boardroom sessions that 
promote flagship sec-
tors where Africa has a 
comparative advantage. 
Examples are women-led 
businesses, music, film, 
fashion, textiles, and 
sports.
President Mnangagwa 
said African Develop-
ment Bank President Dr. 
Adesina invited him to 
the forum when Adesina 
visited Zimbabwe earlier 
this year.  

Adesina agreed to cham-
pion Zimbabwe’s debt 
clearance strategy. Zim-

babwe has been hurt by 
sanctions imposed by the 
European Union and oth-
er Western countries.
“Our mission here is to 
explain ourselves, assure 
investors that Zimbabwe 
is a safe investment desti-
nation,” President Mnan-
gagwa said.

Adesina said Zimbabwe 
could count on the Afri-
can Development Bank’s 
strong support. He con-
firmed the bank’s approv-
al of a $4 million grant to 
support the development 
of a secretariat to move 

Zimbabwe Open For 
Business, Says President 

Mnangagwa At AFDB
the country’s debt arrears 
clearance issue forward.
“I know the story of Zim-
babwe, the opportunities 
and potential of Zim-
babwe,” Adesina said. “I 
think Zimbabwe is not as 
risky as you think…Pri-
vate sector opportunities 
are limitless.”

The African Develop-
ment Bank also made a 
grant to Zimbabwe dur-
ing the Covid-19 pan-
demic, stepping in where 
other institutions had 
not.
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The political tug of war has 
no winner at all. It only 
offers a temporary relief like 
painkillers
 

By Trust Sibanda

Politics is a subject meant 
to set people apart. It is not 
about leadership, but it is 
about rule. They can preach 
democracy which remains 
well-articulated words that 
have no substance in human 
survival and peace.

To think of political killings 
and notorious prisons in the 
United States makes me real-
ise that talking about heaven 
and politics is talking about a 
subject that is not linked.

The statement can be gram-
matically correct but logically 
wrong. The cruelty in politics 
which is centered on power 
makes me not think of an-
other outcome in the 2023 
Zimbabwean election.

To think of the incumbent 
handing over a bunch of keys 
for the State House to some-
one who is not of the lineage 
of the armed struggle is an 
impossibility that makes the 
electoral exercise futile.

I am sure what most people 
forget is the fact that the Law 
of Precedence has a high 
probability in determining 
how power changes hands.

It makes the results predicta-
ble as there is nothing new on 
this earth. My issue today is 
not Zimbabwe though it can 
never be ignored.

Lesson From Milton Obote: Law Of 
Precedence in Politics Proves That 

Power Is About Leadership, Not Rule
A closer look at Uganda in 
East Africa clearly defines 
the law of precedence. Power 
in Uganda will never change 
hands via the ballot.

 Ugandan population has no 
control on who rules them. 
Rulers choose themselves 
with the aid of the barrel. 
The rulers have captured all 
the ammunition closets for 
their own personal gain and 
protection.

A bad precedence was set by 
Apollo Milton Obote when 
he wrestled power from Sir 
Edward Mutesa Walugembe 
in 1966 through a coup.

The feud between Obote 
and Mutesa had nothing to 
do with people but personal 
gains that come through hav-
ing influence.
Idi Amini Dada pulled a 
shocker on Obote the founder 
of Ugandan Dictatorship. He 

came into government and 
captured all state mechanisms 
just to be guaranteed to be a 
life time president.

He amassed power and put 
everyone on a leash. Little 
did he know that Amini had 
other thoughts driven by the 
thirst for power.

A man of sword Amin was 
also removed by a sword. Idi 
Amin Dada never lived to be 
a life President.

He was overthrown by a mil-
itary coup launched by rebels 
and exiles backed by Tanza-
nian forces in retaliation for 
attacking Western Tanzania 
in 1978. He ran for dear life 
and later died in exile as a 
pauper two decades later.

After the ouster of Amini, a 
lot of coup lites took place.

The surprise return of Apollo 

Milton Obote after an elec-
tion when he inherited the 
country from the Military 
Commission nearly broke 
the precedence which he set 
had Museveni not had other 
thoughts about who must be 
in charge.

For the record the new old 
Obote was for the second 
time humiliated by another 
coup. His Excellence Yoweri 
Kaguta Museveni who has 
enjoyed the crest of the wave 
since 1986 made it a point 
that President Obote vanishes 
from the Ugandan political 
landscape. Obote had to be 
escorted by his comrades via 
Jinja in the dead of the night 
as he crossed the border into 
Kenya.

The political tug of war has 
no winner at all. It only offers 
a temporary relief like pain-
killers. Power changes hands 
and the fate of the subjects is 

not a matter of concern.

 The precedence set is that 
voters in Uganda do not have 
a say on who goes to the 
palace but that decision is 
rooted in the military system 
of Uganda. It is very unlikely 
that Museveni will go via the 
ballot. There are extremely re-
mote chances that a simple X 
will relegate Museveni. Bobi 
Wine has to rethink his strat-
egy and read history books.

In his view, President Musev-
eni is convinced that people 
of Uganda owe him. In his 
mind he freed them from 
Obote. 
He was once asked on when 
he intends to leave office for 
fresh legs and he had this 
to say, “How can I go out of 
a banana plantation I have 
planted that has started bear-
ing fruits? For this revolu-
tionary the harvest is still not 
over”.

If they claim to have liberated 
you and start building bridg-
es, border gates and signing 
mega deals don’t rush them 
out as they are yet to harvest 
their banana plantations. The 
new parliament building is 
complete.

No one makes a plantation 
for another farmer.

The law of precedence is 
evident in the South African 
political landscape as well. 
Former President Thabo 
Mbeki never finished his term 
as he wanted to manipulate 
the will of the people by giv-
ing himself an extra tenure.

 
The observant Julius Malema 
put spikes on his path. Jackals 
in the political jungle had to 
waylay President Jacob Zuma 
and devour him on his last 
lap.

Trust Sibanda is a business-
man. He writes in his personal 
capacity. The views expressed 
are his own and do not rep-
resent the Editorial Policy of 
Digital Sunday Express.
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And Munya has a rather 
unusual method for meas-
uring his success. He says he 
judges “the scale of career 
moments by how much they 
make me sweat”
 

By Manish Pandey 
and Rick Kelsey

When you think of Munya 
Chawawa comedy, politics 
and eyebrows probably spring 
to mind.
The 29-year-old’s parody 
news sketches have become 
a must-watch for many after 
they took off during Covid 
lockdowns.
And he describes the past 
year or so as “being crazy”.

But, despite being known for 
funny political satire, he’s now 
delving into something which 
he describes as slightly more 
serious.

He’s been exploring Zim-
babwe – where he grew up 
– and Robert Mugabe, the 

country’s independence icon 
turned authoritarian leader.
“The reason I made it is 
because it’s where I’m from,” 
says Munya.

But he also wanted “to gain a 
bit of closure for myself as to 
why I had to leave somewhere 
that felt like paradise,” he tells 
BBC Newsbeat.

“So I went back to where I 
came from, to tell the story 
about what I think is one of 
the greatest places on Earth.”
Munya admits doing a se-
rious documentary was a 
change from his usual brand 
of comedy Mugabe was leader 
of Zimbabwe for 37 years 
until he was removed by the 
military in 2017.

After he took power he was 
praised for broadening access 
to health and education for 
the black majority.

But later years of his rule were 
marked by violent repression 
of his political opponents and 

Zimbabwe’s economic ruin.
As a result, Munya feels Zim-
babwe can often be portrayed 
as a place “you’d never want 
to go near”.
“But actually, it’s beautiful. 
And it’s so rich in culture and 
history, and if I can even give 
people a slice of that, then I 
feel very fulfilled,” he says.

Despite the serious subject 
matter, Munya’s brought his 
trademark style to the topic, 
and says he hopes he’s made 
“the first documentary in his-
tory to explain dictatorships 
with R&B”.

‘It’s all in the eyebrows’

Munya says he wasn’t always 
interested in politics, though 
he did study – and then 
later dropped – the subject at 
A-Level.
“I am interested in the world. 
I’m interested in things that 
make people feel a certain 
way,” he says. “And politics of 
late has caused such a spec-
trum of emotions that it’s 

been hard not to involve in 
any satire.”
The question many of Mun-
ya’s fans have is how he 
manages to create his famous 
topical videos – reacting to 
news events – so quickly. “It’s 
all in the eyebrows. That’s why 
I never get it threaded,” he 
jokes.

But he admits feeling obliged 
to make political sketches as 
soon as something happens.

 “Sometimes you’ve got to let 
things marinate. So when I 
see a story break, I’m ready, 
the tripod is set up but some-
times you get the gold after 
one or two days.” “So I’ve be-
come much better at holding 
the gold,” he says.

As any rising star will tell 
you, there’s always a moment 
when you know you’ve made 
it, that tells you your life has 
changed.
And Munya has a rather un-
usual method for measuring 

his success. He says he judges 
“the scale of career moments 
by how much they make me 
sweat”.

And his brush with one 
megastar brought on the 
perspiration. “When I was sat 
opposite The Rock, that was 
definitely a sweaty moment 
for me because this is a guy 
who I watched my whole 
childhood,” he says.

“The amount of times I 
watched this man’s elbow 
land, so to be sat opposite 
him making a sketch on it [is 
incredible].”

Some of Munya’s memorable 
videos include chef Nigella 
Lawson being the subject 
of his satire. But what dish 
would he pick if he could 
cook with Nigella?

“A recipe that fuses British 
culture and Caribbean cul-
ture. And we together would 
make the world’s first shep-
herd’s jerk,” he says. - BBC

Munya Chiwawa Says He’s Made “The First Documentary 
In History To Explain Dictatorships With R&B”
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Impact Of High Interest 
Rates On The Economy: 
The Case Of Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe will keep world’s 
highest interest rate of 200% 
into next year as it priorities 
economic stability ahead of 
high economic growth rate, 
according to the Minister
 

By Clemence Mupfunya

 The central bank of Zim-
babwe, the Reserve bank of 
Zimbabwe (RBZ) is tasked 
with maintaining a certain 
level of stability within the 
country’s financial sector. 
Specific tools are afforded the 
RBZ that allow for changes 
to broad monetary policies 
intended to implement the 
government planned mone-
tary and fiscal policies.

These include the manage-
ment and oversight of the 
production and distribution 
of the nation’s currency, the 
promotion of economic and 
employment growth through 
the implementation of chang-
es to the discount rate and the 
sharing of information and 
statistics with the public.

The most influential eco-
nomic tool the central bank 
has under its control is the 
ability to increase or decrease 
the discount rate. Shifts in 
this crucial interest rate have 
drastic effects on the building 
blocks of macroeconomics 
such as consumer spending 
and borrowing.

Zimbabwe will keep world’s 
highest interest rate of 200% 
into next year as it priorities 
economic stability ahead of 
high economic growth rates, 
said finance Minister Prof 
Mthuli Ncube.

What does this imply to or-
dinary citizen? The monetary 
authority said in a statement 

that it had more than doubled 
the rate to try and contain 
inflation, which has been 
further aggravated by the war 
in Ukraine.

Annual inflation has more 
than doubled in two months 
to 19% in June fueling fear of 
a return to hyperinflation that 
has wrecked the country’s 
economy.

The reserve bank of Zimba-
bwe ordered a 12000 basis 
point increase in the interest 
rate in June taking it to 200%.
Changes in interest rates can 
have both merits and demer-
its effects on the markets.

Central banks often change 
their target interest rates in 
response to economic activ-
ities raising rates when the 
economy is overly strong and 
lowering rates when the econ-
omy is sluggish.

In Zimbabwe RBZ is respon-
sible for setting the target 
interest rate at which banks 

borrow and lend money to 
one another and this has a 
ripple effects across the entire 
economy.

It usually takes time for 
change in this interest rate to 
have a widespread economic 
impact but the stock market’s 
response to a change is often 
more immediate.

Interest rate set by RBZ 
affects borrowing costs for 
government, businesses and 
households. 

They are monetary policy’s 
primary tools for ensuring 
maximum employment and 
modest inflation and among 
the most important determi-
nants of the pace of economic 
activity.

Below are some of the effects 
of maintaining high interest 
rate on the economy.

This action taken by RBZ will 
continue to make borrow-
ing more expensive. Interest 

payments on credit cards and 
loans will be more expensive.

Therefore, as a result this 
will discourage people from 
borrowing and spending. 
Individuals who already 
have loans will continue to 
have less disposable incomes 
because they spend more on 
interest payments. Therefore 
reducing their income pur-
chasing power.

Mortgage interest payment 
will be high. Interest in pay-
ments on variable mortgages 
will increase. This will have a 
significant impact on con-
sumer spending.

This is because a 0,5% in-
crease in interest rates can 
increase the cost of a bond 
note 100 000 mortgage by 60 
bond per month.

Economist Clemence Mupfun-
ya is a correspondent for The 
Sunday Express. He writes in 
his personal capacity. Contact 
him at (27) 67 208 2236.
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By Dr Siphelele Duma

In the wake of the 11 Septem-
ber 2001 terrorist attacks on 
New York by Al Qaeda, the 
then government of George 
W Bush declared “war on ter-
ror”, which extended beyond 
the borders of the US and 
stretched to other parts of the 
world. 

This saw the US increasing 
its investment in security 
operations in places such as 
the Middle East and Africa, 
operations that are run by its 
people. 

Through these operations, the 
US would identify security 
threats in these countries and 
issue alerts. Although clearly 
in violation of the principle 
of sovereign equality of states, 
the practice never met serious 
resistance and so it became 
entrenched. It is against this 
background that the recent 
behaviour of the US in the 
context of South Africa must 
be understood. 

The “terrorist attack alert” 
that was issued by the US 
Embassy in Pretoria on 26 
October warned that the at-
tack would be targeting large 
gatherings in Sandton. This 
proved to be problematic on 
many levels, one of which is 
around the determination of 
its credibility. 

A security threat assessment 
must lead to the identifica-
tion of the actors behind the 
threat, the ideology and moti-
vation for the planned attack, 
the method through which 
it will be affected, the risk of 
it being carried out and the 
target (location) of the threat. 

While the embassy identified 
Sandton as the target, it could 
not establish the identity of 
the people behind the threat; 
it did not identify the ideolo-
gy or the method involved. 

Therefore, the basic param-
eters of security threat as-
sessment in the case of the 

US-issued security alert on 
Sandton were not met. As 
such, it lacked credibility and 
was essentially reckless.
When South African Presi-
dent Cyril Ramaphosa said 
the government had received 
no communication from 
the US Embassy, calling the 
incident “unfortunate”, it was 
a surprise to many. The US 
embassy in issuing the alert 
regarding the potential terror 
attack demonstrated not only 
a lack of regard for South 
African sovereignty but also 
for the country’s government 
in general and the country’s 
intelligence agencies in par-
ticular.

Ramaphosa correctly pointed 
out that the alert caused panic 
among Sandton residents and 
the nation at large, especially 
since thousands of people 
were preparing to gather in 
Sandton for the Joburg Pride 
march, fearing that this event 
could be the target.

Deputy minister of state 

security Zizi Kodwa said that 
the US government would 
not provide them with further 
information regarding the 
potential terror attack (at the 
time) except for what was in 
the public domain. 

When asked about the alert 
by members of the media 
in Washington concerning 
the complaints raised by the 
South African government 
regarding the lack of commu-
nication about the matter, US 
state department spokesper-
son Ned Price insisted that 
the US government has “no 
higher priority than the safety 
and security of US citizens 
around the world.” No one 
disputes this assertion; in 
fact, every country has that 
responsibility to its citizenry, 
and it is not peculiar to the 
US. 

However, two things can be 
true at the same time and not 
necessarily be mutually exclu-
sive. As a foreign mission, the 
US embassy in South Africa 

does have a right to warn its 
citizens of a potential terror 
threat, which does not mean 
it cannot be done in coordi-
nation with the national se-
curity forces of the receiving 
state, which is South Africa in 
this case. 

There is a protocol to follow 
when issues like this arise, of 
which the US government 
is aware. This is important 
because the South African 
security forces are responsi-
ble for protecting everyone 
within its borders, including, 
as pointed out in the Vienna 
Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations, foreign diplomatic 
missions. 

Article 22 (2) of the conven-
tion provides that “the receiv-
ing state is under a special 
duty to take all appropriate 
steps to protect the premises 
of the mission against any 
intrusion or damage and to 
prevent any disturbance of 
the peace of the mission or 
impairment of its dignity”. 

While there is no internation-
al law that explicitly deters 
the US embassy from issuing 
such an alert without inform-
ing the security agencies of 
the host country, there has 
to be proper coordination 
and cooperation with rele-
vant agencies in the quest to 
conduct a thorough security 
threat assessment and neu-
tralise the threat, if not for 
anything else, as a show of 
courtesy to the receiving state. 

This would not only help 
ensure that all the basic pa-
rameters of the security threat 
assessment are met but also 
avoid unnecessary diplomatic 
tension between the con-
cerned countries.

Dr Siphumelele Duma is a 
postdoctoral research fel-
low at the University of 
Johannesburg’s Institute for 
Pan-African Thought and 
Conversation. This article was 
published by The Mail And 
Guardian

US Embassy’s Sandton Terror Alert 
Failed To Meet Basic Parameters
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Fiction Writing With 
Nhamo Muchagumisa

Now, upon my return to my 
native country and home-
town, all the homesickness 
healed in a flash and my 
longings turned towards 
Harare
 

By Nhamo Muchagumisa

I wanted to work in the 
capital and visit my home as 
a tourist. I knew very little 
about the scenic places that 
surrounded the city of my 
upbringing, all mastered 
between the pages of a school 
textbook.

The Vumba Mountains, 
Nyanga and Mutarazi Falls 
became the heartbeat of my 
homesickness when I was 
studying abroad, yet I had 
never set foot in any of these 
places.

Now I felt no pang at all about 
my wish to leave the border 
town without visiting at least 
one of these places first.

My eyes brightened to the 
prospect of being invited for 
an interview by at least one of 
the Harare based companies 
to which I had emailed job 
applications.

I never knew that I could be 
so attached to my homeland 
until I went to study overseas. 
The life I had lived back home 
was one a lot of people who 
surrounded me envied, but 
the absence of two important 
figures from my life some-
times made it a nightmare. 

A loving aunt and a support-
ive uncle made my life roll 
on a smooth carpet, but my 
mother had succumbed to 
heart failure when I was three 
or less years old, and had nev-
er married my father.

All For The Younger Player
My father was only a visitor 
in my life as he came to see 
me on distant occasions, but 
when I turned sixteen, he 
would come and collect me 
for shopping, so that I could 
choose for myself the items I 
needed for the back to school 
season.

 As I grew older, I often berat-
ed myself for being ungrate-
ful, but a father’s remote love 
did not have such a positive 
impact on my psych. As I 
gleaned more facts about my 
parentage, a kind of bitter-
ness against my grandparents 
often made breathing a major 
mechanical task for me. Why 
had they denied my parents a 
chance? Yes, my mother had 
been impregnated by a much 
younger man, but whatever 
had attracted them to each 
other, would have made them 
husband and wife.
What I later found more 
upsetting was that my father 

was the son of a family friend, 
a reputable family friend 
whose help had elevated my 
grandparents’ fortunes. So my 
grandparents had annulled 
the engagement between 
my parents, saying that they 
needed to protect the integ-
rity of the younger player in 
the mismatch of the two love 
birds.

“Was my mother a disgrace 
to  the man who had made 
her pregnant?” I often asked 
myself in the wakefulness of 
the night.

Truly my mother was not a 
disgrace. Her own parents 
had disgraced her. After that 
had happened, my grandpar-
ents always reminded me to 
keep counting my blessings 
as if being the daughter of a 
shamed woman was my first 
blessing.

 I begrudged my aunt for 
being mute on a subject that 

gave me nocturnal headaches 
when children of my age 
were purring in their separate 
slumbers.  Why wouldn’t my 
aunt just tell me the sad story 
and help me mourn her sister, 
then we would wipe each oth-
er’s tears, promising to always 
be there for each other.

The four walls of the spa-
cious room raced towards 
my bed. The huge window 
disappeared. I could hardly 
breathe. I closed my eyes, try-
ing to figure out the direction 
my life was taking. I knew 
my father had worked for the 
same company and left after a 
bitter misunderstanding.

“But if I despise the advice of 
the only parent I have, what 
good is that to me?” I asked 
myself as I opened my eyes. 
The walls had retreated from 
my bed. I had regained my 
freedom again, this time I had 
the freedom to be my father’s 
daughter.  Hammond Maru-

ziva was a nice, good-looking 
young man who allowed 
business to take away much of 
his ease. I soon realised that 
my duty would not only be 
to bring the accounts of the 
business back to order, but 
also to breathe back fresh life 
into my employer.

“Thanks Miss Katana, for 
being here on time” said the 
youthful employer, speaking 
from behind a huge ornamen-
tal desk, “I don’t doubt your 
skills at all, but the task ahead 
demands patience in addition 
to your intellectual abilities.”

It was soon after the bride 
price had been received at my 
aunt’s place that Hammond 
and I took a rest in  Ham-
mond’s car and opened my 
father’s parcel, locked in a 
small wooden box. My father 
himself had not attended the 
bride price ceremony. From 
the note within, we learnt that 
Maruziva had remained my 
father’s benefactor after Ham-
mond had fired him.

“I never knew that my father 
ever donated a kidney, neither 
had I imagined that you were 
my benefactor’s son,” I said.

I only said, “Thanks Ham-
mond for getting lost and 
letting my mother find you 
for me. Now I will remember 
my mother as a heroine, not a 
disgrace.”

 Read the full story on www.
zimbabwedigitalexpress.com
 
Nhamo Muchagumisa is an 
English Language and Liter-
ature teacher, and he writes 
from Odzi. He writes in his 
own capacity and can be 
contacted on +263771271478 
Email him at: muchagumis-
an@gmail.com
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Captains of Industry led 
by Dr Danisa Baloyi and 
civil society organisations 
represented by Mr Ngqa-
butho Mabhena will make 
representations on issues 
affecting their respective 
industries
 
The Sunday Express

 The African Development 
Consortium (ADC), will be 
hosting the Inaugural Zimba-

bwe Repatriation and Invest-
ment Conference on the 10th 
of November at Birchwood 
Hotel & OR Tambo Confer-
ence Centre in Boksburg, 
Johannesburg.

The Conference comes at a 
time when the Zimbabwe 
Exemption Permit program is 
coming to an end and thou-
sands of Zimbabwean mi-
grants working, studying or 
running businesses in South 

Africa who do not qualify for 
other permits find
themselves forced to repatri-
ate voluntarily or face de-
portation back to Zimbabwe 
in June 2023. In the absence 
of any engagement of the 
affected migrants by both 
the South African and the 
Zimbabwean governments 
on how repatriation will take 
place, ADC has identified the 
need for dialogue amongst 
stakeholders that include 

migrants themselves, gov-
ernment, civil society organ-
isations, non-governmental 
organisations, and businesses 
in the form of a one-day 
conference. The Minister of 
Home Affairs, Dr Aaron Mot-
soaledi has delegated the Act-
ing Deputy Director General 
of Immigration Services, Mr 
Yusuf Simons to deliver the 
keynote address on his behalf 
at the conference and address 
issues relating to the renewal 

of ZEPs and answer a myriad  
of questions. 
Participants have been drawn 
from both Zimbabwean 
communities in South Afri-
ca as well as South African 
business people who have a 
vested interest in the welfare 
of Zimbabweans on ZEP 
or aim to establish business 
networks that will result in 
bilateral business collabora-
tions between Zimbabweans 
and South Africans.

Zimbabwe Repatriation And Investment Conference At Birchwood Hotel 
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By Felix Keith  

Chelsea are preparing to host 
Arsenal in what promises to 
be a huge Premier League 
clash at midday on Sunday.
The Blues host Mikel Arte-
ta’s side looking to improve 
on their poor recent home 
record against the Gunners.
Arsenal have won the last two 
fixtures between the sides 
at Stamford Bridge and can 
go back top of the Premier 
League table with a win on 
Sunday.
Of course, Graham Potter was 
not in charge of Chelsea for 
those previous two home de-
feats and will be confident he 
can turn the tide after adding 
another win to his collection 
in mid-week against Dinamo 
Zagreb.

The match is undoubtedly a 
big one, but it holds increased 
significance for Pierre-Emer-
ick Aubameyang, who faces 
his former side for the first 
time since leaving under a 
cloud for Barcelona in Janu-
ary.
Aubameyang did not leave 
Arsenal on good terms, with 
a falling out with Arteta over 
disciplinary issues prompting 
his departure to Barcelona.
Now he’s back in London, he 
is on the opposite side of the 
derby wearing blue. 

He’s looking forward to the 
change.
He told BT Sport : “Yes, defi-
nitely a very exciting game 
and also because they are 
doing well at the moment.
Yeah, before I was on the 

other side and of course I 
have some memories of a few 
games I played against Chel-
sea now it’s going to be so 
much different.
“But hopefully we can win 
this game and we play at 
home so I think it’s going to 
be really exciting and yeah, 
I’m looking forward to it.
It’s a big week coming and 
we will try to give everything 
to make the most of it. The 
first game is at home against 
Arsenal I think it’s going to be 
fun for sure.”

Reece James has been missing 
for Chelsea since suffering a 
knee injury against AC Milan 
last month.
The assumption of many was 
that the right-back would 
miss the World Cup, with an 

initial eight-week prognosis 
spelling bad news.
It seems that might not be 
the case. According to the 
Evening Standard, James is 
ahead of schedule in his reha-
bilitation programme and he 
will ‘urge’ Gareth Southgate 
to include him in his squad.
He’s even told friends that he 
is ‘confident’ he will be on the 
plane. Southgate has a history 
of picking injured players for 
tournaments, so the World 
Cup dream is not over yet for 
the Chelsea defender.

“Just like London, 
Aubameyang’s a blue,” you 
can imagine Chelsea fans 
thinking. On top of the 
former Arsenal players to 
end up at Stamford Bridge 
Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang 

added his name to the list this 
summer and has made his 
allegiances extremely clear.

The Gabon striker, less than 
nine months after being a 
Gunner, is now a blue. The 
convoluted transfer process 
to get him from Barcelona 
to London was tough and 
Thomas Tuchel being sacked 
just hours after Aubameyang’s 
debut raised questions as 
to why the 33-year-old had 
joined, but the striker will still 
be a key player under Graham 
Potter.

Having started both of the 
matches he has been available 
for since coming to Chelsea, 
Aubameyang hasn’t hit the 
ground running but it has 
been a strange start for him.
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By Andy Hampson

Pep Guardiola claimed Man-
chester City’s dramatic late 
2-1 victory against Fulham 
was “the moment” of his time 
at the club to date.

Erling Haaland drilled home 
a penalty deep into injury 
time as 10-man City saw off 
the battling Cottagers in a 
hard-fought Premier League 
clash at the Etihad Stadium.

The goal sparked jubilant cel-
ebrations around the ground, 
underlining the relief felt after 
the champions had played 
for more than an hour with a 
numerical disadvantage after 
Joao Cancelo was sent off.
The win took City back to the 
top of the table and, despite 
Guardiola having accumulat-

Pep Guardiola Hails Win Over Fulham 
As The Moment Of His Man City Career

ed numerous trophies in his 
six full seasons at the club, 
he felt the character shown 
on this occasion surpassed 
everything.

Guardiola said: “Everyone 
was exceptional for 65 min-
utes against Fulham, playing 
the way we played.

“It was the moment of my 
period here in Manchester so 
far and, of course, the goal at 
the end, celebrating with our 
people – we didn’t win the 
Premier League here today, 
of course, but this moment 
makes sense of our job for all 
us.
“It was so exciting. After 
seven years, you always have 
doubts – do people follow 
you, are they tired, are peo-
ple annoyed in their jobs, 

many thousands of millions 
of meetings, training session 
and travel, but today you say, 
wow, you see they are there.
“They still want to do it, they 
are still alive and they make 
us so, so proud. We won be-
cause my players are beyond 
exceptional in all depart-
ments.”

City had looked comforta-
ble early on and went ahead 
through Julian Alvarez but 
the game changed after 
Cancelo bundled over Harry 
Wilson to concede a penalty 
and see red.
Andreas Pereira struck the re-
sulting penalty and it required 
fit-again Haaland to come 
off the bench to snatch the 
win after the visitors proved a 
handful.
Guardiola had no complaints 

about the sending off.
He said: “He was the last man. 
It was soft contact but there 
cannot be contact. It is a red 
card.”
Kevin De Bruyne won the 
penalty for the late winner.
Guardiola said: “I have said 
he is not at his best in the 
recent past – but he was com-
pletely the opposite today. He 
put the team on his shoul-
ders.”
Fulham boss Marco Silva felt 
his side deserved better.
He said: “It is tough to take. 
The mood is not the best in 
the dressing room. We came 
here to embrace the great 
challenge that we had ahead 
of us and we did it most of 
the time.
“They started better than us 
and the first goal we conced-
ed was clear but I think we 

started in that moment.
“After we equalised and with 
the red card the game was 
more balanced. We showed 
some moments of quality but 
I would like us to show more.”
Guardiola also delivered a 
positive update on injured 
England pair Kalvin Phillips 
and Kyle Walker ahead of the 
World Cup.
Phillips, who has only played 
14 minutes of football this 
season, underwent shoulder 
surgery in September and 
Walker had a groin operation 
last month.
Guardiola said: “They feel 
much, much better. Yester-
day Kalvin had his second 
full training session with us, 
full contact. The next game 
against Chelsea he will be on 
the bench. Whether he plays 
or not I don’t know.
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